GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


3  1833  02885  9475 


Gc   929.2  B29401b   v. 1-3 
Basse tt  Fam i  I v  Assoc  i  at  i  on 

of  Amer  i  ca. 
R e p o r t  o f  t he   procesdi n g s  o f 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2014 


http://archive.org/details/reportofproceedi13bass 


REPORT  OF  FIRST 
r  'UN 'ON  OF  THE 
B/vSSF.TT  FAMILY 
ASSOCIATION  *  J- 


VEST  WENwWu< 

SEPTEMBER  NII^XH3 
EIGHTH!  .  4  HUNDRED 
A  N ! )  NIT  1  pjy  -  SEVEN 


fiioni-irs  of  two  great  nations." 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  FIRST  REUNjON  , 

OF  THE 

BASSETT  FAM I L  Y  A  SSOC I  AT  ION 

OF  AMERICA 

HELD  AT 

HILLS'  HOMESTEAD 

WEST  MA  VEX 
S  E  P  T  E  M  B  E  R  N  I  N  T  H 
.897 


NEW   HAVEN,  CONN. 


1546641 


a  5  sett. 


ARM-  OF  BASSETT. 

He  beareth  argent,  a  chevron  between  three  bn  ;le  horns,  sable,  cre-t,  a  buck's  head 
cabor-sed,  between  the  attires  a  cross  fitchee,  all  argent.  Motto  (translation),  "  Rather  death 
than  shame." 

Imerpretation.  An  argent,  or  silver  shield,  is  reckoned  of  ^reat  dignity,  being  resembled  by 
the  ancients  to  the  light. 

The  chevron  is  said  to  represent  a  pair  of  barge-couplers,  or  rafters,  such  as  support  the 
roof  of  a  house,  and  thus  denote  stability  and  firmness,  as  well  as  achieving  of  some  business 
of  great  moment,  etc. 

The  bugle  or  hunting  horn  is  a  frequent  bearing  in  Heraldry,  a  conspicuous  instance  being 
the  arms  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  It  is  considered  to  indicate  tiie  original  bearer  of  the  arms 
to  have  been  an  ardent  and  valiant  sportsman,  sometimes  the  keeper  of  the  park  of  the  king  or 
of  a  nobleman,  a  position  of  great  honor  in  olden  times.  The-  bu<  k's  head  cabossed  signifies 
that  the  bearer  of  the  arms  was  not  afraid  to  stand  face  to  fa<e  with  an  enemy.  The  buck  or 
stag  aiso  represents  vigilance  and  celerity  in  action,  etc.,  etc. 

A  croas  "  fitchee"  means  a  cross  fixed,  wherefore  it  is  sharpened  at  the  base,  that  it  may  be 
stuck  in  tine  ground  at  will.  The  Crusader-  and  P  -ims  to  the  H<>ly  I. and,  during  the  twelfth 
and  fourteenth  centuries,  carried  such  crosses  n  resting  upon  their  journey  would  fix 

them  in  the  ground  to  perform  their  daily  dev^ 


MIS  report,  to  the  members  of  the  Bassett  family  of  America, 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  held  at  the  United  Church 


Chapel,  302  Temple  street,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  June  17th,  1807, 
and  also  of  the  reunion  which  was  held  at  West  Haven,  Conn., 
September  9th,  1897,  is,  I  trust,  merely  a  preface  to  what  will 
i  in  the  future.    The  reunion  was  a  grand  success,  there  being  present 
issetts  from  Iowa,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
assachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut.    And  all 
ose  that  were  present  echo  the  same  sentiment,  that  the  occasion  was  one 
at  will  be  remembered  through  life,  as  the  meeting  for  the  first  time  of 
many  members  of  this  great  family. 
There  were  descendants  present  from  the  following  immigrants  : 

William,  who  came  on  the  ship  Fortune,  1621. 

Thomas,    "       "         "         "      Christian,  1634. 

William,    "       "         "         "      Abigail,  1635. 

John,  who  came  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  1642-3. 

About  six  years  ago  I  undertook  the  arduous  task  of  searching  for  my 
tcestry,  and  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  I  found  1  had  accomplished  but 
ry  little.  I  wrote  to  different  members  of  the  family,  but  received  very 
W  responses  to  my  letters,  and  1  thought,  AVhat  does  this  mean  ?  Have  the 
issetts  of  to-day  lost  all  pride  in  their  name  and  family,  or  have  the}'  so 
generated  that  they  are  ashamed  to  let  themselves  be  known?  This  I 
uld  not  believe.  I  attributed  their  seeming  neglect  to  the  fact  that  they 
lew  but  very  little  about  their  ancestry,  and  that  the  sentiment  which 
onld  inhabit  the  human  mind  must  be  slumbering,  and  that  something 
ust  be  done  to  awaken  it  to  the  realizing  duty  that  it  owed  to  the  present 
•neration,  as  well  as  generations  to  come,  by  placing  upon  record  the  his- 
ry  of  the  members  of  this  great  familv  before  the  facts  are  obliterated  by 
fte  and  neglect,  for  many  of  the  old  records  of  our  New  England  towns 
e  in  very  bad  condition,  and  if  something  is  not  done  before  long  to  pre- 
rve  them,  they  will  be  forever  lost.  Now,  let  us  gather  together  while 
ere  is  yet  time,  those  fragments  of  facts,  and  with  them  erect  a  monument 
ore  lasting  than  stone,  a  record  of  just  and  upright  lives. 

In  our  search  for  facts  among  the  musty  and  time-worn  records  we  find 
e  names  of  our  ancestors  recorded  there  as  being  men  of  honor  and 
tightness,  holding  year  after  year  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility, 
eh  as  judges,  representati ves,  congressmen,  senators,  ministers,  doctors, 
wyers,  and  tilling  minor  offices  in  the  community  in  which  they  lived, 
sure  'ndication  that  they  were  men  of  honor  and  uprightness,  and  also 
<-*n  of  ability. 

^o\v,  I  believe  we  have  a  right  to  feel  a  little  proud  of  our  ancestry,  and 
'at  every  member  should  become  interested  enough  to  assist  us  in  search- 
X  tor  these  facts  and  give  us  all  the  assistance  they  can  by  sending  the 
,,Tlls'  dates  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  of  the  members  of  their  branch 
the   family  as  far  back  as  they  can.    If  they  will  do  this  we  will  give 


them  a  history  of  the  family  in  a  very  short  time  that  I  believe  the  Bassetts 
of  America  will  be  pleased  with. 

The  reunion  was  first  suggested  by  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  of  North 
Haven,  Conn.  He  is  a  son  of  Elmira  Bassett,  and  is  engaged  in  looking  up 
his  branch  of  the  family,  and  in  this  work  he  found  the  same  trouble  that  I 
had  experienced,  viz.,  the  indifference  with  which  the  members  of  the  family 
treated  our  letters  of  inquiry,  and  we  felt  assured  that  unless  something 
was  done  to  awaken  a  sentiment  among  the  clan,  our  work  could  never  be 
completed.    We,  therefore,  issued  the  following  circular: 

Seymour,  Conn.,  June  9,  1897. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Bassett  Family,  Greeting  : 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  family,  request  your  attendance 
at  a  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  United  Church  Chapel,  No.  302  Temple  street. 
New  Haven,  Connecticut,  June  17th,  at  2  p.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
a  Bassett  Family  Association,  the  object  of  which  is  to  arrange  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  family  reunion  at  a  later  date.  The  time  and  place  of  holding  the 
reunion  will  be  arranged  .it  this  meeting.  We  trust  as  many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  family  as  can  v  ill  attend  this  meeting.  We  assure  you  that  Ave 
have  something  to  tell  you  about  the  family  that  will  interest,  and  will  repay 
you  to  spend  a  little  time  10  attend  this  meeting  and  become  acquainted 
with  the  members  and  history  of  our  family. 

(Signed,) 

Dickkrman  M.  Bassett,        -  -       Derby,  Conn. 

Charles  L.  Bassett,        ...  "  " 

Charles  N.  Downs,  |  sons  0f  Eliza  Bassett,     -  " 
William  S.  Downs,  j 

Robert  Bassett  Sawyer,      -  -  -  '*  " 

Thomas  E.  Atwater,        /  nr_,D  D„r 

-  sons  or  Mary  B.  Bassett. 

James  Basset  l  Atwater,  ) 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bassett  Bradley, 

Miss  Alice  E.  May,   /    ,  .,  -,         -  Ar    •    r>„or^,.  .. 

'   [  children  ot  Maria  Bassett, 
Robert  Bassett  M  ay,  ) 

Samuel  A.  Bassett,       -  -  -      New  Haven,  Conn. 

Newcomb  M.  Bassett,  -  -  "  " 

Ch  arles  E.  P.  Sanford,  son  of  Jane  Bassett,  "         kk  " 
Marshall  L.  Bassett,    -  -  -    West  Haven,  Conn 

Samuel  Bassett,       -  -  New  Britain,  Conn. 

Homer  E.  Bassett,  -  -      Waterbury,  Conn. 

Frederick  H.  Bassett,        ...  "  " 

Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  son  of  Elmira  Bassett,  North  Haven,  Ct. 
Joel  L.  Bassett,        -  -  -  "  "  " 

John  W.  Bassett,  -  -  -  Seymour,  Conn. 

^Wilbur  F.  Bassett,  -         -  -         "  " 

Edward  F.  Bassett,      -  -  -  *' 

Attest : 

Frank  G.  Bassett,  Acting  Secretary, 

Seymour,  Connecticut. 


In  response  to  this  Circular,  a  meeting-  was  held  at  United  Church 
apel,  302  Temple  Street,  New  Haven.  Conn.,  June  17,  1897. 

The  meeting-  was  called  to  order  at  2.30  p.  m.  by  Frank  G.  Bassett,  a 
scendant  of  John,  who  came  to  New  Haven,  1642-3.  Samuel  Elliott 
ssett,  a  student  at  Yale  University,  a  descendant  of  John,  of  New  Haven, 
p-3.  was  appointed  secretary.  Edwin  P.  Bassett,  of  New  York  City,  a 
scendant  of  William,  of  162 1,  was  elected  chairman. 

On  motion  of  Frank  G.  Bassett  it  was  voted  to  organize  a  permanent 
ranization  to  be  known  as  The  Bassett  Family  Association  of  America. 

On  motion  of  Frank  G.  Bassett  a  committee  was  appointed  consisting' 
Sheldon  B.  Thorpe  and  Joel  E.  Bassett,  of  North  Haven,  Conn.,  to 
esent  names  for  officers  of  the  Association.  The  committee  recom- 
snded  the  following  gentlemen,  who  were  elected  : 

President. 

Dick  K.R.Max  M.  Bassett,  Derby,  Conn. 


Vice- Presidents. 


Edwin  P.  Bassett, 
Samuel  A.  Bassett, 
Homer  F.  Bassett, 
Francis  H.  Bassett, 
Samuel  Bassktt, 
Dr.  C.  W.  Bassett, 
Edward  D.  Bassett 
Carrol  P.  Bassett, 
Arthur  H.  Bassett, 


New  York  City. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
"Waterbury,  Conn. 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 
New  Britain,  Conn. 
Sharon,  Conn. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Summit,  N.  J. 
-    Barre,  Mass. 


Secretary. 

Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 


Treasurer. 
C.  E.  P.  Sanford,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Historian. 

Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 

On  motion  of  Newcomb  M.  Bassett  a  vote  of  thanks  was  extended 
o  Frank  G.  Bassett  for  his  historical  remarks. 

Samuel  E.  Bassett  read  a  history  of  the  English  Bassetts. 

On  motion  of  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe  the  president  was  empowered  to 
ippoint  a  committee  to  arrange  a  date  and  place  for  holding  a  reunion.  The 
following  gentleman  were  appointed  : 

William  S.  Downs,  Derby,  Conn.,  Chairman. 
Newcomb  M.  Bassett,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
George  J.  Bassett,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

On  motion  of  C.  E.  P.  Sanford  the  committee  were  empowered  to 
"Hake  arrangements  for  a  family  banquet. 
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On  motion  of  Frank  G.  Bassett  the  president  was  empowered  to 
appoint  a  reception  committee.    The  following-  were  appointed  : 

Miss  Lillie  M.  Bassett,  Derby,  Conn. 
Mrs.  William  S.  Downs.  Derby,  Conn. 
Mrs.  Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 
Mrs.  Jennie  A.  Belden,  Methuen,  Mass. 

On  motion  of  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe  the  officers  of  the  Association  were 
empowered  to  transact  all  business  for  the  Association  and  to  complete  the 
organization. 

There  were  fifty  present  at  the  meeting-. 

Subsequently,  at  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  reunion  held  at  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  June  24,  1897,  it  was  voted  to  hold  the  reunion  at  Hills( 
Homestead,  West  Haven,  Conn.,  September  9th,  1S97. 

Newcomb  M.  Bassett  and  George  J.  Bassett  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  printing. 

W.  S.  Downs  was  appointed  to  draft  a  circular  to  be  sent  to  the 
Bassetts  of  America  inviting  them  to  the  reunion. 

Frank  G.  Bassett  was  appointed  a  committee  on  correspondence. 

William  S.  Downs  and  Xewcomb  M.  Bassett  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  arrange  with  Mrs.  Hills  for  a  banquet. 

The  following  circular  was  then  issued  : 

THE  BASSETT  FAMILY  ASSOCIATION. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  July  10th,  1897. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Bassett  Family,  Greeting  : 

In  response  to  over  one  hundred  invitations,  which  have  been  sent  out  by 
Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour,  Conn.,  about  fifty  members  of  the  Bassett 
family  met  at  the  United  Church  Chapel  in  New  Haven,  on  the  17th  of  June, 
1897,  for  the  purpose,  as  stated  in  the  invitation,  of  taking  such  steps  as 
might  be  deemed  advisable  for  the  formation  of  a 

BASSETT  FAMILY  ASSOCIATION. 

At  this  meeting  an  Association  was  formed,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
were  chosen  officers  : 

President. 

Dicker  man  M.  Bassett,  Derby,  Conn. 
Vice-  Presidents. 

Samuel  . .  I  •  assett, 
Edwin  P  B  lSsett, 
•  Homer  F.  Bassett, 
Francis  H.  Bassett,  - 
Edw  a  rd  D.  Basse  i  t, 
Claren<  v  B  vsset  i',  M.  D  , 
Samuel  Bassett, 
Ar  nick  H.  Bassett,  .- 
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-  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Xew  York  City. 

-  Waterbury,  Conn. 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Providence,  R.  I. 
-    Sharon,  Conn. 
New  Britain,  Conn. 
Barre,  Mass. 


Secretary. 

Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 
Treasurer. 

Chas.  E.  P.  Saxford,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Historian. 
Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 

The  sentiment  of  those  present  at  this  meeting'  was  in  favor  of  having  a 
iliion  in  the  near  future,  to  which  a  general  invitation  might  be  extended 
he  Bassetts  and  their  kin  throughout  the  country,  in  the  hope  that  such 

.■union  would  be  largely  attended,  and  the  Association  be  made  more 
•  jral.  with  a  membership  which  would  place  it  on  a  substantial  and 
:  nanent  basis. 

In  accordance  with  this  idea  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  as  a 

Reunion  Commitee. 

William  S.  Dowxs,  Chairman,    -  -  -    Derby,  Conn. 

Newcomb  M.  Bassett,  150  Howard  Ave,  Xew  Haven,  Conn. 
George  J.  Bassett,    -    291  Shelton  Ave,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

To  this  Committee  was  entrusted  the  duty  of  arranging  for  the  first 
nion,  and  after  consulting  with  a  number  of  the  family,  the  Committee 
ided  upon  Thursday,  September  9th,  as  the  date,  and  Hills'  Homestead, 
st  Haven,  Conn.,  as  the  place.  For  the  information  of  those  not  familiar 
h  this  locality,  we  will  state  that  West  Haven  is  a  suburb  of  New  Haven, 
Long  Island  Sound,  about  three  miles  west  of  the  City,  and  is  reached  by 
:tric  cars  passing  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  II.  R.  R.  Station  in  New  Haven 
ry  ten  minutes. 

The  reunion  exercises  will  commence  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  in  a  large 
t  on  the  grounds.  At  this  time  an  opportunity  will  be  given  to  all 
mbers  of  the  Bassett  family  to  enroll  themselves  as  members  of  the 
SOciation,  and  permanent  officers  will  be  elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 

A  first  class  "  Shore  Dinner  "  will  be  observed  after  this  meeting,  and 
er  that  the  literary  exercises  will  take  place.  These  will  include  addresses 
different  persons  from  many  sections  of  the  country,  and  an  historical 
Ircss  by  Frank  G.  Bassett,  historian  of  the  Association. 

We  intend  to  make  this  occasion  a  memorable  one,  and  sincerely  hope 
it  our  kinsmen  will  be  present,  both  from  our  own  State  and  many  distant 
itcs. 

The  Bassett  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  United  States,  the  original 
tester,  William  Bassett,  having  come  to  America  in  the  ship  Fortune,  in 
'i  ;  and  the  family  is  now  widely  scattered  throughout  the  country. 

Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour,  who  has  interested  himself  in  tracing  the 
tlealogy  of  the  family,  has,  up  to  the  present  time,  secured  the  names 
about  i<S,ooo  members,  and  it  is  estimated  that  he  has  not  secured  une- 
•rd  of  them  as  yet. 
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Many  members  in  other  States,  with  whom  we  have  been  in  communica- 
tion, have  expressed  themselves  as  being  desirous  of  attending,  and  we  do 
not  think  it  too  much  to  predict  that  there  will  be  several  hundred  at  the 
reunion.  Certainly  an  occasion  of  this  character,  under  these  circumstances, 
will  be  a  bright  spot  in  the  memory  of  each  one  who  attends. 

Of  course,  there  will  be  considerable  expense  attendant  upon  the 
reunion,  and  it  will  have  to  be  met  by  those  attending  the  same.  The 
price  of  the  ticket  for  the  banquet  will  be  §1.50,  and  will  include  dinner,  a 
badge  of  the  Association,  and  entitle  each  holder  thereof  to  all  the  festivities 
0/  the  occasion.  Children  under  the  age  of  12  years  will  be  charged  half 
price.  Any  surplus  money  that  may  remain  will  be  covered  into  the  treasury 
of  the  Association. 

The  Committee  requests  that  all  persons  who  are  the  descendants  of  a 
Bassett  will  make  it  their  business  to  be  present.  With  the  limited  knowl- 
edge which  we  have  of  the  vast  army  of  Bassetts  scattered  all  through  the 
country,  we  must  necessarily  omit  the  greater  portion,  and  can  only  com- 
municate directly  with  comparatively  few.  If  the  members  of  the  family 
will  take  upon  themselves  to  invite  any  member  of  the  family  in  their 
immediate  locality,  it  may  result  in  bringing  many  who  would  otherwise  be 
omitted.  Also,  if  they  have  any  knowledge  of  different  branches  of  the 
family,  or  any  facts  concerning  the  same  that  they  consider  would  be  of 
interest,  will  they  kindly  forward  the  same  to  the  Secretary,  who  will 
furnish  them  with  any  information  he  may  have  concerning  the  family. 

Each  person  expecting  to  attend  this  reunion  must  give  this  Committee 
notice  of  such  intention  as  soon  as  possible,  and  in  any  event  not  later  than 
August  20th,  and  must  enclose  $1.50  for  each  ticket  desired,  and  such  tickets 
will  be  returned  to  him.  It  is  necessary  that  this  should  be  done,  as  we 
must  not  only  cover  the  expenses,  but  advise  the  caterer  of  the  number  that 
we  may  expect  at  the  banquet. 

Remittances  and  correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  Frank  G.  Bas- 
sett, Seymour,  Conn.,  or,  you  can,  if  you  prefer,  communicate  with  any 
member  of  the  Reunion  Committee. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  you  will  consider  this  matter  favorably,  and  that 
you  will  be  present  on  the  day  named,  in  order  that  the  Association  may  be 
launched  on  a  successful  career  with  a  lar^e  and  enthusiastic  attendance. 


cceiimon 
Committee. 


William  S.  Downs,  1 
Newcomb  M.  Bassett,  f 
George  J.  Bassett, 
Frank  G.  Bassett,  Secretary, 

Seymour,  Conn. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  circular,  the  following  was  sent : 

Seymour,  Conn.,  August  28,  1897. 

Kinsmen  : 

Some  time  ago  I  sent  a  circular  to  you  notifying  you  of  a  Bassett  Family 
Reunion  to  be  held  Sept.  9th  inst.,  1897,  at  Hills'  Homestead,  West  Haven. 
Conn.  Now,  as  I  have  to  report  the  number  that  will  be  present  at  the 
banquet  to  the  caterer  by  the  fourth  of  September,  it  is  very  necessary  that 
you  should  notify  me  at  once  whether  you  will  "be  present  or  not. 
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I  have  already  received  the  money  for  tickets  to  the  number  of  one 
dred,  coming-  from  Iowa,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp- 
l\  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Washington,  D.  C,  Maine,  Rhode  Island  and 
ois.  Now  let  the  Bassetts'  of  Connecticut  attend  in  goodly  numbers 
give  our  kinsmen  from  abroad  a  grand  welcome. 

Tickets  can  be  procured  at  The  John  E.  Bassett  &  Co.'s  store,  Chapel 
ret,  New  Haven,  Conn,,  and  the  office  of  William  S.  Downs,  Derby,  Conn., 
f  the  Secretary  as  directed  by  circular. 

Yours  truly, 


Frank  G.  Bassett,  Sccrctar 


.Facsimile  of  the  ticket  : 


jjjripsl  ffieimion  of  the  Rassett  :(jja 


s 


(YFtecfmg  of  f0c  @SGoctafton  at  12  o'efoeft,  noon. 
Q&anquef  at  1  o'efoeft,  (JTl. 


t__7  <r  C  t  e  Let- 1  1/  , 


1/2-  t 


>  ;  .'  ■  s  i  f  ' 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  REUNION 


Pin  the  morning  of  September  9th,  1897,  we  assembled  at  Hills'  Home- 
%  The  early  morning  was  taken  up  by  the  arrivals  of  the  members 
ie  great  family,  and  as  each  one  arrived  they  were  taken  in  hand  by 
reception  committee  and  introduced  to  all  present,  when  a  general 
l!  time  was  enjoyed. 

\t  one  o'clock  p.  m.  they  repaired  to  the  banquet  table,  where  a  photo- 
h  was  taken  of  the  party.  The  banquet  was  very  much  enjoyed,  cspe- 
y  by  those  who  had  partaken  of  an  early  breakfast  and  traveled  along 
.nee. 

\fter  the  banquet,  William  S.  Downs,  chairman  of  the  Reunion  Com- 
-e,  gave  an  address  of  welcome: 
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ADDRESS  OF  WILLIAM  S.  DOWNS. 
Members  of  the  Basse  it  Family  ; 

We  welcome  you  here  to-day  to  this  first  reunion  of  the  Bassett  family, 
and  in  so  doing-  we  feel  assured  that  many  old  acquaintances  will  be  renewed, 
that  many  pleasant  memories  and  recollections  of  the  past  will  be  brought 
to  mind,  and  that  many  new  friendships  will  be  formed  that  will  prove  great 
fountains  of  pleasure  in  the  years  that  are  to  come. 

The  benefits  to  be  derived  from  an  association  and  gathering  of  this 
character  can  hardly  be  over-estimated.  Many  of  us  will  to-day  for  the  first 
time  learn  what  a  great  and  widely  scattered  family  the  Bassetts  are,  and 
what  they  have  done  for  American  life  and  civilization. 

Perhaps  you  do  not  know  that  the  first  Bassett  to  set  foot  on  American 
soil  was  a  pilgrim  father — by  name  William  Bassett:  that  he  left  his  com- 
fortable home  in  Plymouth,  England,  and  fled  to  Leyden,  Holland,  with  the 
other  pilgrims,  to  seek  a  home  in  a  country  where  he  could  worship  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience. 

For  some  reason  unknown  to  us  he  did  not  sail  in  the  immortal  May* 
flower,  but  followed  in  the  very  next  ship,  namely,  the  ship  Fortune,  and 
landed  in  Massachusetts  Bay  in  the  fall  of  1621,  less  than  one  year  after  the 
first  ship  load  of  pilgrims  had  landed  on  Plymouth  Rock. 

In  England  the  Bassetts  were  a  thrifty  people,  and  in  the  early  days 
after  the  Norman  Conquest  were  large  landed  proprietors,  had  a  Crest,  a 
Coat  of  Arms,  and  not  only  associated  with  the  nobility,  but  were  of  the  verv 
elect  themselves.  Dukedoms,  lordships,  knights,  feudal  barons,  and  manv 
other  titles  and  estates  were  common  with  them. 

Thnrstine  de  Bassett  came  from  Xormandy  and  was  Grand  Falconer  to 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  fought  by  his  side  in  the  memorable  battle  of 
Hastings  in  1066,  when  the  Duke  of  Normandy  routed  the  English  under 
King  Harold  and  took  possession  of  the  English  throne. 

I  need  hardly  say  to  you  that  the  battle  of  Hastings  was  the  greatest 
battle  ever  fought  in  England,  and  the  result  of  that  battle  had  a  wonderful 
effect  upon  the  Christian  civilization  of  the  English  people. 

'The  accession  of  William  the  Conqueror  to  the  English  throne  changed 
the  whole  course  of  life  of  the  English  speaking  family,  and  in  that  battle 
and  the  subsequent  life  in  England  the  Bassetts  bore  a  prominent  part. 

In  America  we  may  almost  say  that  the  history  of  our  family  is  that  of 
the  country  itself. 

The  Bassetts  helped  to  clear  the  forests  and  tame  the  wild  and  crafty 
savage;  they  had  their  part  in  founding  the  district  school  which  has  beenr 
and  is,  the  pride  of  our  school  system.  They  helped  to  found  the  American 
home,  which  is  the  everlasting  glory  of  American  life.  They  enjoyed  and 
endured  all  the  pleasures  and  privations  of  pioneer  life  in  a  new  country, 
where  they  had  everything  to  grow,  produce  and  manufacture,  quite  differ- 
ent from  the  peaceful  homes  left  behind  them  in  Old  England. 

They  took  part  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars;  they  lent  all  the  aid 
possible  to  the  establishment  of  the  Federal  LTnion;  and  both  at  home  and 
in  the  field  they  were  on  the  patriot  side  in  the  great  war  for  independence; 
and  in  that  greater  war  of  the  Rebellion,  they  went  to  the  front  to  preserve 
by  their  valor  and  their  sacrifices  what  their  fathers  had  helped  to  create. 
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S  a  family  they  have  never  been  weighed  in  the  scales  and  found 
ILrg;  but  thev  have  been  foremost  in  every  good  work  in  our  land  for 
.i>t  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  years. 

I]  our  clay  thev  have  helped  to  build  up  and  develop  that  splendid 
Irn  country  of  ours,  until  it  has  blossomed  like  the  rose. 
Ihcv  have  served  our  country  in  foreign  lands  with  dignity  and  honor. 
■  have  graced  Cabinets  of  Presidents.  They  have  served  with  credit 
I  Congress  of  the  United  States.  And  many  members  of  our  family 
(been  eminent  in  all  the  learned  professions. 

[o  less  has  their  influence  been  felt  in  times  of  peace.  And  in  great 
L  commercial  and  manufacturing  pursuits  they  have  helped  to  make 
kme  of  our  country  glorious  and  life  worth  living. 

he  mother  of  President  William  Henry  Harrison  was  a  Bassett,  and 
ood  showed  its  strength  in  President  Benjamin  Harrison,  the  great- 
s  >n,  who  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  best  and  wisest  of  our 
lents,  and  whose  patriotism  and  Americanism  traces  direct  to  the 
tt  blood. 

aking  our  family  all  in  all  from  the  days  of  Thurstine  de  Bassett  in 
Id  world,  down  to  the  present  time,  we  certainly  can  justly  claim  a 
and  ancient  lineage,  as  well  as  a  bright  and  gleaming  history  replete 
:he  best  works  of  life. 

do  not  intend  to  speak  at  any  further  length  of  the  record  of  the  Bas- 
our  historian  and  the  others  who  will  speak  to  you  later  will  do  this 
Lir  entire  satisfaction.  My  duty  is  simply  to  welcome  you  to-day  to 
jstive  occasion,  and  to  hope  that  the  day  will  be  full  of  pleasant  expe- 
;s,  that  the  acquaintances  here  formed  will  be  enjoyed  through  life, 
lat  we  will  all  do  full  well  our  part  as  becomes  the  descendants  of  the 
it,  honorable  and  progressive  family  of  Bassetts. 

fter  the  address  of  welcome,  the  business  meeting  of  the  Association 
ailed  to  order  by  Mr.  Downs,  when  the  following  order  of  business  was 
icteel  : 

n  motion  of  the  secretary  a  committee  was  appointed  to  present  names 
fleers  of  the  Association  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  following  gen- 
ii were  appointed  as  that  committee: 

Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 
Samuel  Bassett,  New  Britain,  Conn. 
Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  North  Haven,  Conn. 
Jay  Bassett,  Detroit,  Mich. 

I  motion  was  passed  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  present  names  for 
eunion  Committee  for  1S9S.   The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  : 

Abbott  Bassett,  Boston,  Mass. 

Levi  Bassett,  Terryville,  Conn. 

C.  E.  P.  Sanforu,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

he  following  resolution  was  presented  by  I.  Austin  Bassett,  of  Boston, 
Land  adopted: 
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Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  paid  annually  for  membership  and  dues  in 
the  Bassett  Family  Association  the  sum  of  fifty  (50)  cents. 

On  motion  of  Abbott  Bassett,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the  matter  of  Con- 
stitution and  By-Laws  was  referred  to  the  incoming  officers  of  the  Associa- 
tion, with  instructions  to  formulate  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 

On  motion  of  I.  Austin  Bassett,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  it  was  voted  to 
constitute  the  officers  and  committees  of  the  Association  an  executive  board 
with  power  to  transact  all  the  business  of  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  Jay  Bassett,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  it  was  voted  to  instruct 
the  executive  board  to  adopt  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  I  Austin  Bassett,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  it  was  voted  to  prepare 
and  have  printed  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  reunion. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  Bassett,  of  New  Britain,  Conn.,  it  was  voted  to 
have  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  printed  in  the  report. 

The  committee  appointed  to  present  names  for  officers  of  the  Associa- 
tion presented  the  following,  which  were  unanimously  elected: 

President. 

Dickerman  M.  Bassett,        -  -  Derby,  Conn. 


Vice-Presidents. 


Edwin  P.  Bassett,  - 

V<">f1-  Pi'f-ir 

rsew  1  ork  L.it\. 

Samuel  A.  Bassett, 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Harrison  VV.  Bassett, 

Saline,  Mich. 

Wl  TTTAM    O     Ri       P  T  rV 
V  V  1  L  L  I      .H    IS .    UnoJL  1  1, 

U1CIH.UC,    _LU\V  ct. 

Homer  F.  Bassett,  • 

-  Waterbury,  Conn. 

Samuel  Bassett, 

New  Britain,  Conn. 

Edward  D.  Bassett, 

-    Providence,  R.  I. 

Dr.  Clarence  W.  Bassett, 

Sharon,  Conn. 

Arthur  H.  Bassett, 

Barre,  Mass. 

A.  L.  Bassett,  - 

-    -  Cleveland,  O. 

Mr.  Carrol  P.  Bassett, 

Summit,  X.  J. 

Josiah  Bassett, 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 

Sidney  G.  Bassett,  - 

Fort  Valley,  Ga. 

Judge  C.  F.  Bassett,  - 

Proctorville,  Vt, 

George  Bassett, 

Lady  Lake,  Fla. 

H.  E.  Bassett,  - 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 

James  A.  Bassett,  - 

Sterling,  Ky. 

J.  W.  Bassett,  - 

Winslow,  Me. 

Hon.  Isaac  X.  Bassett, 

-    Aledo,  111. 

Judge  John  R  Bassett, 

Burlingame,  Kan. 

Albert  L.  Bassett, 

Moberly,  Mo 

William  J.  Ba>-ett, 

-    Duluth.  Minn. 

Charles  A.  Basse  tt, 

,  Wis. 

Hiram  Bassett, 

Indianapolis,  Ind 

George  K.  Bassett, 

Baltimore,  Md. 

George  C.  Gorham, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

R.  P.  Hitchcock, 

Batesville,  Arkansas. 
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Secretary. 

Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 
Treasurer. 

C.  E.  P.  Sanford,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Historian . 

Frank  G.  Bassett,  Seymour,  Conn. 

Le  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  presenting-  names 
2  Reunion  Committee,  presented  the  following  names,  which  were 
piously  elected- 

William  S.  Downs,  Derby,  Conn.,  Chairman. 
Newcomb  M.  Bassett,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
George  J.  Bassett,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

i  motion  of  Judge  William  G.  Bassett,  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  it  was 
to  leave  the  matter  of  arranging  the  time  and  place  of  holding  our 
bunion  with  the  executive  board,  with  power  to  act. 

le  following  committees  were  subsequently  appointed  : 

H ISTOR  IC  A  L   COM  MI  T  T  EE. 

Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  for  Connecticut. 

George  O.  Bassett,  for  Massachusetts. 

Rev.  Frederick  J.  Bassett,  for  Rhode  Island. 

William  W.  Bassett,  for  New  Hampshire. 

John  F.  Bassett,  for  Vermont. 

J.  Colby  Bassett,  for  Maine. 

Rev.  Way  land  G.  Bassett,  for  New  York. 

B.  Frank  Leeds,  for  New  Jersey. 
George  G.  Bassett,  for  Pennsylvania. 
S.  C.  Bassett,  for  Nebraska. 

C.  O.  Bassett,  for  Ohio. 
Jay  Bassett,  for  Michigan. 
Chauncey  Bassett,  for  Illinois. 
Samuel  Bassett,  for  Kentucky. 
G.  C.  Bassett,  for  Georgia. 

Henry  L.  Bassett,  Blairstown,  Iowa. 
Elmer  H.  Bassett,  for  Minnesota. 
William  Bassett  Woodard,  Denver,  Colo. 
Charles  C.  Bassett,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Eugene  Bassett,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

Newcomb  M.  Bassett,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Homer  F.  Bassett,  Waterbury,  Conn. 
Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  North  Haven,  Conn. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


.  E.  P.  San  for  i),  Treasurer,  in  account  with  The  Bassett  Family  Association 

Dr. 


897. 
.trie 

ept.  9.         Cash  from  Secy  for  tickets  and  badges  sold,    -  300 


me  17.    To  Collection  taken  at  first  meeting,      -  -       §  u.36 


00 


Cr 


Line  30.  By  Cash  paid  for  printing-  and  stationery  for  Sec'y,  s  4.15 
uly    2.  "       "      "    postage  stamps,       -  -  -  6.00 

ept.  9.  "       '!  printing  and  stationery  for  com.,  53.12 

"     "  "       "      "    badges,  -  -  -  -2*2* 

"     "  "      k'    registry  book,      -  -  -  4.00 

"     "  "      "    hotel  for  dinner,       -  -  -  149.25 

  239-77 

Balance  in  treasury,  $71.59 


The  addresses  followed. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  HISTORIAN. 
Jy  Dear  Kinsmen  : 

We  meet  here  to-day  for  the  first  time  in  family  reunion  And  here  we 
re  permitted  to  enjoy  those  social  greetings  which  make  our  hearts  beat 
,Tith  joy,  and  as  we  grasp  the  hand  and  behold  the  new  face,  we  can  truth- 
ully  say  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here  and  participate  in  this  social  festival  ;  it 
/ill  bring  us  in  closer  touch  with  each  other,  whereby  we  may  form  friend- 
hips  which  will  last  throughout  our  lives,  and  as  we  travel  on  through  the 
abyrinth  of  this  life,  let  us  pause  at  each  turn  of  the  road  and  look  back 
pon  this  occasion  as  one  of  the  bright  spots  in  our  lives,  and  may  each  year, 
s  they  are  presented  to  our  view,  become  brighter  and  better  as  we  journey 
>n  to  that  land  from  whence  no  traveler  returns.  - 

The  task  allotted  to  me  is  a  difficult  one,  and  one  who  has  never  under- 
aken  such  a  task  can  have  very  little  conception  of  the  time,  patience  and- 
rouble  involved  in  the  search  for  facts,  tracing  the  fortunes  of  families 
)ack  two  hundred  and  seventy  years. 

I  have  been  engaged  on  this  work  about  five  years  collecting  data  of  the 
3assett  family.  I  at  first  commenced  upon  the  line  of  John,  who  located  at 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  about  1642-3,  he  being  the  one  from  whom  I  descended, 
md  as  I  progressed  in  my  search  I  found  the  various  branches  of  this  great 
'amily  so  closely  connected  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  write  a  book  and 
lave  it  worthy  of  the  name,  history  or  genealogy  unless  it  contained 
:he  record  of  all  the  branches.  Since  the  discovery  I  have  been  in  con- 
nection with  others  looking  up  the  record  of  all  the  branches.  And  now  if 
the  members  of  this  great  family  will  give  us  a  little  assistance  by  sending 
is  their  record  as  far  back  as  they  can,  giving  us  dates  of  births,  marriages 
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deaths,  together  with  other  matter  of  interest  appertaining  to  the  family, 
;||  trv  and  give  them  a  history  worthy  of  the  family. 

j  trust  you  do  not  expect  me  to  give  you  a  perfect  history  of  the  family 
tail  from  1050,  in  Utica,  Normandy,  the  town  which  history  states  they 
from  to  England  with  William  the  Conqueror  about  1066.    If  you  have 
here  with  any  such  expectations  1  am  afraid  you  will  be  disappointed  ; 
'  arc  too  many  missing  links,  which  I  trust  with  a  little  more  time  and  a 
•  more  patience  we  may  be  able  to  forge  and  complete  the  chain  which 
bind  us  together  in  one  great  family. 

There  is  one  great  drawback  that  retards  the  progress  of  this  work,  and 
is  the  apathy  displayed  by  some  of  the  members  in  not  answering  our 
rs,  hut  I  trust  this  meeting  will  create  an  interest  among  the  clan,  and 
those  present  will  go  home  and  try  and  induce  those  residing  in  their 
active  jurisdictions  to  send  in  the  record  of  their  branch  of  the  family  as 
Kick  as  possible,  and  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  we  may  classify 
1  and  complete  the  history  of  our  family. 

The  family  of  Bassetts  is  a  very  ancient  one  and  a  clear  table  of  descent 
be  proven  from  the  Normans.    And  the  fact  that  they  came  to  England 
William  the  Conquerer  can  also  be  proven  beyond    any  reasonable 
>t.    (W.  J.  Saxton.) 

YY.  J.  Saxton,  in  his  history  of  the  Bassctt  family  in  England,  states  that 
e  is  authority  for  saying  that  the  Bassetts  descended  from  the  gentle 
d  of  the  Norman  nobility,  there  being  one  little  record,  which  has 
ived  the  lapse  of  eight  centuries,  to  prove  this  statement.  It  is  an  unim- 
ant  document  in  itself,  but  to  the  genealogist  it  is  of  the  highest  value 
interest,  being  as  it  is  an  unimpeachable  proof  of  the  standing  of 
family  in  the  remote  days  before  the  Norman  invasion.  It  is  the  roll  of 
le  Abbey,  the  earliest  record  of  the  names  of  those  Norman  chiefs  who 
d  over  with  William  the  Conqueror,  and  is  still  looked  upon  as  the 
us  by  which  to  prove  the  nobility,  or  at  all  events  the  gentle  blood, 
lose  who  were  amongst  the  invaders  of  England,  1066.  The  historian 
her  states  that  he  believes  it  to  be  a  fact  that  the  names  of  persons 
ican  degree  were  not  included  in  the  roll,  and  that  unless  a  knight  had 
ed  the  honor  by  his  bravery  in  battle  or  his  service  to  William's  cause, 
lame  was  not  placed  upon  the  roll  of  honor.  In  both  lists  which  have 
1  preserved  to  the  present  day  the  name  of  Basset  appears. 
Dugdale,  the  historian,  has  found  a  record  in  Utica,  Normandy,  of  one 
ond  Basset  agreeing  to  the  building  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Ebralph,  1050. 
>  at  once  stamps  the  family  as  being  of  good  social  standing,  as  it  points 
ie  fact  of  Osmond  being  the  lord  of  the  manor,  the  bishop  of  the  diocese 
ie  owner  of  the  land. 

The  name  was  originally  spelled  Basset,  and  Saxton  states  that  not  until 
fifteenth  century  does  he  rind  the  extra  t  ;  he  also  states  that  it  was  not 
•rally  adopted  by  the  representive  families  But  I  have  reason  to 
eve  that  it  is  in  general  use  to-day,  both  in  England  and  America.  In 
search  for  facts  a  few  days  ago  I  found  published  in  an  English  paper 
announcement  of  the  death  of  Sir  Thomas  Bassett,  the  name  being 
led  with  two  t's  ;  he  was  a  colonel  in  the  English  army.  Now  it  appears 
that  unless  they  had  adopted  it  the  paper  would  not  have  spelled  it  with 


two.  I  mention  these  facts  at  this  time  for  the  reason  that  there  are  some 
in  this  country  who  spell  their  name  with  one  t  and  some  with  two,  and 
a  few  who  add  the  final  e  (Bassette). 

There  seems  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  Christian  name  of  the  Bassett 
who  came  with  William  the  Conqueror,  in  some  records  it  being  recorded 
as  Osmond  and  in  others  Thurstine  de  Basset,  but  W.  J.  Saxton  states  that 
it  is  fair  to  assume  that  both  came  over,  and  that  Osmond  was  the 
father  of  Thurstine.  His  reasons  for  this  statement  is  that  he  finds  the 
name  of  Thurstine  mentioned  in  1086,  thirty  years  after.  Osmond  was 
evidently  a  man  of  mature  years.  There  is  no  Christian  name  given  in 
the  roll. 

Dugdale  states  that  "Thurstine  was  the  paternal  ancestor  of  all  the  Bas- 
setts  of  England  who  rose  to  power  and  distinction  shortly  after  the  con- 
quest." Ralph  Basset,  the  son  of  Thurstine,  was  the  illustrious  founder  of 
their  greatness.  He  was  made  Justice  of  England  and  invested  with  power 
of  sitting  in  any  court  he  pleased  for  the  administration  of  justice.  The 
records  state  that  he  was  a  statesman,  a  lawgiver  and  an  unsullied  judge, 
and  had  within  himself  the  power  to  reach  the  goal  of  honor. 

From  him  descended  the  Lords  Bassets  of  Drayton,  Sapcote,  Umber- 
leigh  and  Tehidy.  They  were  ennobled  in  several  branches,  not  only  being 
barons  of  manors,  but  being  in  many  cases  summoned  to  Parliament,  which 
in  those  days  (before  the  institution  of  various  ranks)  was  tantamount  to 
creating  them  barons  of  the  realm. 

History  informs  us  that  Ralph  Basset,  the  son  of  Thurstine,  and  Falk 
Basset,  the  son  of  Alan  Basset,  were  the  two  most  illustrious  members  of 
the  family.  Falk  Basset  was  Bishop  of  London.  He  was  consecrated  Octo- 
ber 9,  1 244. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  some  of  the  most  prominent  members  of 


the  Basset  family  in  England. 

Osmond,  10^0 

Thurstine,  Grand  Falconer  to  William  the  Conqueror,  1066 

Ralph,      -  -     Justice  of  all  England,       -  -  uoo 

Thomas,  -  «       .m  _  uoo 

Richard,  -  -  -         Judge,  -  -  -  1121 

Ralph,  -  -  44  -  -  1127 

William,  -  u  ...  1163 

Simon,  -  -  41  -  -  1184 

Ralph,      -  "  ...  I24g 

Simon,  -  -  -       4<     -  -  -  1294 

Alan,       -  -  -  "  -  -  1232 

Gelbert,  -  -  -       u     -  -  -  1241 


Abbot,  - 

-  1251 

John, 

Mi9 

James, 

-  1558 

Pellof,  - 

1252 

Ralph, 

-  r37i 

William,  - 

lS63 

Warren, 

-  1233 

Richard, 

1386 

Thomas, 

-  1572 

William,  - 

1236 

Henry, 

-  i39i 

William,  • 

1590 

Falk,  - 

-  1244 

John, 

1450 

Walter, 

-  1590 

Ralph,  - 

1275 

Regnold,  - 

-  1458 

James, 

1604 

Roger,  - 

-  1275 

Robert,  - 

1458 

16 


\V.  j.  Sax  ton,  in  his  history  of  the  Bassett  family,  only  brings  it  down 
&04  and  he  completes  it  as  follows: 

In  conclusion,  the  American  Bassets  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of 
r  descent,  for  they  are  of  the  blood  of  the  Brailsfords,  Grevilles,  Gran- 
.s,  de  Dustanvilles,  Beaumonts  and  Chetwyndes.  They  have  also  a 
:ent  from  the  English  kings  and  from  Henry  I.  through  Maud  Fitz  Henry. 
"But  the  most  ancient  lineage  is  that  which  they  have  from  the  wife  of 
hard  Bassett  (Maud  Ridel),  for  she  was  a  direct  descendant  of  Wul- 
sces,  a  relative  of  King  Charles  the  Bald,  and  who  created  him  Duke  of 
rolene  and  Perigord  as  far  back  as  A.  D.  886." 

The  names  of  the  Bassett  immigrants  to  this  country  in  the  early  part 
600  are  as  follows: 

William,  in  the  ship  Fortune,     162 1,    landed  at  Plymouth,  Mass. 


Thomas,  "  "  Christian,    1634,        "       "  Boston,  Mass. 

William,  "  "  Abigail,  1635, 

John,  "  "  Falcon,        1635,        "       "  Barbadoes. 

John,      .  "  "  Virgin,  1636, 

Oliver,  "  "  Alexander,  1635,        "       "  Bermuda. 


John,  who  came  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  1642-3. 

William,  who  came  in  1621,  was  married  three  times.  The  name  of  his 
:  wife  I  have  not  been  able  to  find;  his  second  was  Margaret  Oldham,  and 
f  were  married  at  Leyden,  Holland.  We  have  found  no  record  of  any 
dren  by  the  two  first  wives.    Fie  married  for  his  third  Elizabeth  Tilden, 

had  the  following  children: 

William,  born  1624;  married  Mary  Burt,  of  Lynn,  and  died  1670. 


Elizabeth,  " 

1626; 

Thomas  Burgess,  Jr.,  Nov.  8,  1648. 

Nathaniel,  " 

1628; 

Mary  or  Dorcas  Joyce. 

Joseph,  " 

1629; 

Martha  Hobert. 

Sarah,  " 

1630; 

Perigrine  White. 

Ruth, 

1632; 

John  Sprague. 

Jane, 

1634; 

Thomas  Gilbert. 

Thomas,  who  came  in  the  ship  Christian  de  London,  1634,  located  at 
ldsor,  Conn.  He  came  with  the  Stiles  partv.  Thev  came  from  Plvmouth, 
(land.  He  was  thirty-seven  years  of  age  when  he  came  over,  according 
he  shipping  list.  He  undoubtedly  married  after  he  came  to  this  country, 
here  is  no  mention  made  in  the  list  of  a  wife,  but  who  he  married  I  have 
been  able  to  find.    They  had  children  as  follows: 

Sarah,  bom  1646;  married  Henry  Hill,  Nov.  S,  1673. 
Mary,  "  1648;  "  Henry  Tiff,  Nov.  6,  1673. 
Thomas,  "      1650;       "         Sarah  Baldwin,    -  1680. 

In  1650  he  sold  his  property  at  Windsor  and  removed  to  Fairfield,  Conn, 
died  there  about  1670.    Captain  Isaac  Bassett,  who  was  connected  with 

t  nited  States  Senate  for  so  many  years,  was  a  descendant  from  this 
otnAs. 

"illiam,  who  came  on  the  Abigail,  1635,  only  nine  years  of  age,  I  believe 
}>e  the  William,  of  Lynn,  who  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Hugh  Burt, 
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f  Lynn,  about  1646-7;  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  was  a  nephew  of 
William,  who  eame  in  the  Fortune,  1621.  William,  son  of  William  of  162 1, 
larried  Mary,  the  sister  of  Sarah.  The  descendants  of  this  William  are 
erv  numerous.  Many  of  them  are  Quakers  and  located  in  New  Jersey, 
'hey  are  descendants  of  his  son  Elisha,  and  the  early  Bassetts  of  Delaware, 
[d.,  and  Virginia,  in  my  opinion,  are  descendants  of  his  sons  Samuel  and 
Dhn.  Most  of  the  members  of  this  family  were  persecuted  for  their  reli- 
ious  belief,  they  being  Quakers,  and  I  am  grieved  to  be  compelled  to 
knowledge  the  fact  that  our  ancestors,  in  my  opinion,  were  narrow  and 
igoted  and  were  not  willing  to  grant  the  same  rights  to  others  that  they 
laimcd  for  themselves.  And  these  noble  people  were  persecuted  simply 
ecause  they  served  the  same  God  in  a  little  different  form;  1  nd  in  my 
pinion  there  are  no  more  honorable,  God-loving  and  law-abid1"  ig  people 
ving  than  those  same  Quakers  are  to-day,  and  as  theyr  are  to-day  I  believe 
ley  were  then. 

The  children  of  William  and  Sarah  Burt  Bassett  were: 
rilliam,  born  1648;  married  Sarah  Hood,  Oct.  25,  1675;  remained  in  Mass. 


lisha, 

i . 

1649; 

11 

Elizabeth;  removed  to  New  Jersey. 

lizabeth, 

<< 

1650; 

a 

1  st,  John  Proctor;  2d,    Richards. 

arah, 

(< 

1651; 

a 

Thomas  Ewell. 

ebecca, 

u 

1652; 

1 1 

died  unmarried. 

)hn, 

1 i 

Nov., 

l653- 

[ariam, 

Sept, 

[655- 

lary, 

a 

i657; 

married,  1  st,  Michel  Derick;  2d,   Rich. 

iannah, 

a 

Feb, 

[660; 

"         John  Libby  of  Woburn,  Mass. 

amucl, 

a 

March 

18,  1 

664. 

achel. 

a 

March 

13,  i 

666;  married  Ephraim  Silsbee,  1690. 

William  died  in  1703,  aged  77  years. 


John  and  Margery  Bassett,  who  came  to  New  Haven,  Conn,  about  1642-3, 
ere  well  alo  ig  in  years,  as  he  is  spoken  of  in  the  New  Haven  Colonial 
?cords  as  old  man  Bassett:  and  1  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  had  four  chil- 
ren,  as  follows:  Robert:  Sarah,  who  married  John  Webb  and  resided  in 
tamford  for  a  time;  .Maria,  who  married  John  Emery  and  first  located  at 
tamford,  Conn,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  about  1654-5, 
id  William,  who  married  the  widow  Hannah  Ives,  nee  Dickerman,  and 
>cated  at  North  Haven,  Conn.;  although  in  John  Bassett's  will  he  only 
lentions  his  son  Robert. 

John  died  Feb.  15,  1653,  at  New  Haven,  Conn.  Margery  died  in  1656,  at 
tamford,  Conn. 

I  would  here  state  that  1  am  a  descendant  from  John,  through  his  son 
obert. 

I  will  now  mention  a  few  of  those  Bassetts  who  have  been  prominent  on 
lis  side  of  the  water.  First  Richard,  who  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
onstitution  of  this  great  Republic.  He  was  Governor  of  Delaware  from 
798  to  1. So i,  he  was  in  the  United  States  Senate  from  1789  to  1793, 
residential  elector  in  1797,  and  the  first  one  to  cast  his  vote  to  locate 
le  capital  on  the  Potomac,  and  was  a  Judge  of  the  Federal  Court. 
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Colonel  Burwell  Bassett,  of  Virginia,  married  a  sister  of  Martha  Wash- 
rton;  he  was  in  Congress  from  1S05  to  1831. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Wesley  Wheeler  Bassett,  of  the  United  States 
ivy,  retired  in  1872,  lie  was  a  native  of  Connecticut. 

Fletcher  Bassett,  from  Kentucky,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  United 
ates   Navy,  was  a  son  of  Isaac  N.  Bassett,  now   a  resident  of  Aledo, 

and  a  very  prominent  lawyer. 

judge  Mark  Bassett,  of  Illinois. 

Judges  John  Rand  and  Owen  A.  Bassett,  of  Kansas. 

Judge  Elisha  Bassett,  who  was  clerk  of  the  United  States  Court  at 
>ston  for  fifty  years. 

Miles  Bassett,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  a  law  partner  of  Stephen  A. 
)Uglas;  he  was  a  native  of  Connecticut. 

Simeon  Bassett,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  was  selected  as  the  man 
fficiently  skilled  in  the  art  of  masonry  to  take  charge  of  the  mason  work 
the  erection  of  the  first  Capitol  building  at  Washington.  He  was  the 
ther  of  Captain  Isaac  Bassett,  who  was  for  so  many  years  connected  with 
e  United  States  Senate,  and  the  father  of  Lieutenant  Simeon  Spencer 
issett,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  died  May  6,  1S5S. 

Elizabeth  Bassett,  of  Virginia,  married  Benjamin  Harrison,  and  was 
)ther  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  first  one  of  that  name  to  be  President 
the  United  States,  and  great-grandmother  of  our  late  President  Benjamin 
irrison.  The  Hon.  Thomas  F.  Bayard,  United  States  Ambassador  to 
lgland,  is  great  grandson  of  Richard  Bassett,  the  signer  of  the  Constitution. 

In  fact,  we  find  the  family  of  Bassett  connected  and  associated  with  the 
ry  best  families  in  this  country  and  in  England,  and  assisting  in  every 
terprise  that  tends  to  promote  the  best  interest  of  the  people,  ever  liberal 
their  views  and  advocating  the  principle  that  the  people  are  the  creatures 
God's  creating  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  under  the  law, 
er  ready  to  oppose  any  infringement  upon  their  rights.  In  fact,  upon  this 
le  of  the  ocean  as  well  as  upon  the  other,  they  have  distinguished  them- 
Ives;  they  have  added  fuel  to  that  little  blaze  of  liberty  that  was  kindled 
Plymouth  in  1620,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  it  has  continued  to 
rn  and  glow  with  great  splendor,  and  every  spark  that  has  emanated  from 
has  written  upon  it  that  glorious  word  Liberty.  And  when  King  George 
[.  attempted  to  impose  burdens  upon  the  descendants  of  those  noble  men 
d  women  they  resisted  his  attempts,  and  the  results  of  his  rash  act  are 
)  plainly  written,  upon  the  pages  of  history  for  me  to  repeat  them  here, 
le  light  from  that  flame,  which  the  Bassetts  have  assisted  in  furnishing  fuel, 
s  been  seen  from  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  as  those  little  sparks 
liberty  have  fallen,  we  hear  the  cry  coming  up  from  those  who  are  chained 
fetters  of  bondage  to  some  tyrant,  crying  for  the  same  liberty  our 
cestors  helped  to  obtain  for  us,  and  which  we  now  enjoy,  and  which  I  trust 
s  will  continue  to  enjoy  until  time  shall  be  no  more.  And  now  I  believe 
becomes  our  duty  one  and  all  to  assist  in  erecting  a  memorial  to  those 
ble  men  and  women,  giving  an  accurate  record  of  the  hardships  and 
ngers  which  they  had  to  endure,  and  the  fortitude  with  which  they 
dured  those  hardships  and  braved  those  dangers  in  order  that  their 
scendants  might  enjoy  American  liberty  in  its  fullest  sense.    And  when 


ve  look  upon  that  national  emblem,  let  it  be  with  pride.  And  may  we  ever 
we  it  and  honor  it  while  the  Great  Creator  of  the  universe  permits  us 
o  travel  the  labyrinth  of  this  life.  And  when  our  work  is  finished  may  it  be 
aid  of  us  that  we  were  true  to  our  God,  true  to  our  country  and  true  to  our- 
elves,  and  at  last  may  we  receive  the  commendation,  well  done,  good  and 
aithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  everlasting  joy. 

ADDRESS  OF  JAY  BASSETT,  OF  DETROIT,  MICH. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Kinsmen  of  the  Bassett  Family: 

It  is  with  a  strange  mixture  of  various  emotions  that  I  greet  you  here 

0  day,  and  it  may  relieve  my  embarrassment  somewhat  to  frankly  ask  your 
>ardon  for  my  long  absence  from  the  home  of  my  ancestors — it  being  nearly 

1  hundred  years  now  since  my  grandfather,  then  a  young  man,  left  this  land 
if  wooden  nutmegs,  hickory  hams  and  other  Yankee  notions,  to  make  a  home 
or  himself  in  the  wilds  of  western  Xew  York.  Samuel  Bassett  his  name 
vas,  being  a  son  of  Daniel,  who  lived  and  died  at  Southbury,  and  who  was 
lescended  from  the  early  John  of  Xew  Haven,  a  copy  of  whose  will  has  been 
■ead  here  to-day  by  Judge  Cleaveland;  his  mother,  Elizabeth,  was  a  Bassett 
dso,  being  a  daughter  of  Lieutenant  John  P^assett  and  Naomi  Wooster,  a 
amily  which,  according  to  revolutionary  records,  had  some  fighting  blood 
n  it,  a  trait  which  I  am  not  ashamed  to  say  has  not  entirely  disappeared, 
"or  some  of  the  Bassetts  I  have  known  would  stand  against  any  odds  for 
vhat  they  believed  to  be  right. 

Reverting  to  my  grandfather,  I  would  say  that  he  settled  upon  a  forest 
arm  in  Seneca  County,  Xew  York,  and  in  the  year  1S10  married  Mary  Cay- 
vood,  the  daughter  of  John  Cay  wood,  a  sturdy  revolutionary  soldier  of 
Scotch  descent.  Nine  children  were  born  to  them  there,  and  in  the  year 
:832,  the  family  having  become  too  large  for  the  farm,  they  went  West  with 
:he  stream  of  emigration  that  peopled  Michigan  with  a  class  of  settlers 
vhich  has  made  that  state  one  of  the  best  in  the  Union,  and  settled  in  the 
vilderness  about  twenty  miles  northwest  of  Detroit,  there  to  carve  a  second 
lome  from  the  unbroken  forest.  The  following  year  my  grandmother  died, 
leaving,  besides  the  nine  children  mentioned  (ranging  in  age  from  three 
-ears  to  twenty-two),  an  infant  who  was  named  Daniel,  presumably  after 
:he  grandfather  at  Southbury,  and  who  now  lives,  the  sole  survivor  of  that 
arge  family,  a  prosperous  and  respected  resident  of  Birmingham,  near  his 
birthplace. 

My  father,  John  Bassett,  was  born  in  1S16,  and  was  sixteen  years  old 
when  the  family  landed  in  Detroit.  Of  athletic  build,  possessed  of  an  active 
mind,  strong  determination  and  good  habits,  he  speedily  became  a  main 
spoke  in  the  wheel  of  activity  on  the  new  farm,  and  was  thus  early  deprived 
)f  further  opportunity  for  learning  in  the  schools  and  was  compelled  to  give 
up  all  hope  for  a  life  in  one  of  the  learned  professions,  so-called,  for  which 
his  desire  had  been  very  strong.  Shortly  before  reaching  his  majority  he 
was  married  to  Ervilla  Coomer,  the  daughter  of  a  neighboring  immigrant 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  soon  afterwards  was  settled  in  a  home  of 
his  own  upon  land  a  few  miles  from  the  first  settlement,  where  no  sound 
of  the  ax  except  the  surveyor's  had  been  heard;  where  there  were  no  reads 
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lit  Indian  trails  and  the  occasional  track  of  a  pioneer's  cart  winding 
£  the  swamps;  where  the  wolves  howled  at  night  and  an  occasional 
n  showed  his  sinister  features  by  day.  There,  in  a  small  shanty  built 
oarack  poles,  with  a  stick  fireplace  plastered  with  clay,  my  father  began 
'  battle  sixty  years  ago,  and  on  the  same  farm,  but  with  surroundings 
londitions  vastly  changed,  he  passed  peacefully  away  two  years  ago,  at 
ge  of  seventy-nine. 

)f  his  descendants  there  are  living  nine  children,  twenty-seven  grand- 
[ren  and  six  great-grandchildren;  four  children,  six  grandchildren  and 
ikreat-grandchildren  are  dead,  making  a  total,  living  and  dead,  of  fifty- 

)f  my  father's  mental    characteristics  I  would   fain   speak  briefly. 

pugh  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  an  early  education,  he  was  exceed- 

!  fond  of  books,  especially  of  history,  philosophy  and  poetry.  He  was  a 
briber  to  one  newspaper,  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  for  over 
■five  years,  and  his  knowledge  of  commercial  transactions  in  the  world 

-ge  was  extensive  and  accurate.    In  politics  and  religion  he  was  entirely 

pendent  in  thought  as  well  as  in  action,  and  no  amount  of  pressure  or 

2nce  could  swerve  him  from  his  conception  of  right  and  duty.  In  busi- 
;  he  was  diligent  and  exact,  and  his  integrity  was  never  questioned.  He 
iposscssed  of  executive  ability  in  a  marked  degree,  and  wherever  within 

phere  work  was  to  be  done,  everyone  stood  ready  to  do  his  will. 

[  trust  you  will  pardon  me  for  going  at  such  length  into  matters  of 
ily  history,  but  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  a  reasonably  full  report  of 
iloings  of  my  branch  of  the  family  during  the  long  years  of  our  separa- 
Had  all  the  branches  of  the  house  of  Samuel,  my  grandfather,  been  as 

ific  as  the  one  from  which  I  spring,  this  ample  table  would  scarce  seat 
!)  upon  this  festive  occasion;  but  the  "grim  reaper"  claimed  many  of 

1  in  early  life,  and  I  doubt  if  the  number  of  those  in  whose  veins  flow 
olood  of  that  son  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  who  left  these  parts  so  long- 
would  exceed  the  number  of  one  hundred. 

I  need  not  attempt  to  express  the  pleasure  I  feel  at  meeting  with  you 
iv.  With  one  exception  your  faces  were  all  new  to  me  when  I  arrived 
ii  these  ground-,  but  now  I  feel  as  if  we  were  all  one  family  in  fact,  and 
we  had  known  each  other  all  our  lives.  The  family  resemblances  which 
e  in  the  faces  about  me  are  so  remarkable  as  at  times  to  be  almost 
tling,  and  I  feel  as  I  look  into  your  eyes  and  take  your  hands  in 
idly  greeting,  that  there  beats  in  every  faithful  breast  a  true  Bassett 
•t. 

I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  and  most  fervently  hope 
.  we  may  all  meet  in  a  second  family  reunion  in  the  year  1898. 

ADDRESS  OF  ABBOTT  BASSETT,  OF  BOSTON. 

The  toastmaster  called  upon  Abbott  Bassett,  of  Boston,  saying;  "Mr. 
Mtt  is    the   secretary  of   the    League   of   American   Wheelmen  and 
tell    us   why  all    members  of   the    Bassett   family  should  ride 

•els." 

Ilk.  Bassi  it:  There  is  an  old  saying  which  tells  us  that  "one  man  can 
I  a  horse  to  water,  but  twenty  men  cannot  make  him  drink."      I  want  to 
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say  to  you  that  one  toastmaster  can  call  me  to  my  feet,  but  twenty  toast- 
masters  cannot  make  me  advertise  my  business. 

The  whole  world  is  just  now  divided  into  two  classes,  those  who  ride  the 
wheel  and  those  who  are  going  to.  The  lame,  the  halt  and  the  blind,  the 
babies  and  the  veterans,  are  already  mounted,  and  the  non-riders  are  now  in 
a  decided  minority.  Manifest  destiny  will  take  care  of  the  wheel  and  here  I 
am  content  to  leave  it. 

To-day  I  am  a  Bassett  among  Bassetts.  I  am  a  Bassett  "  from  crown  to 
toe,  topfull."  I  come  to  you  from  a  section  filled  with  historic  associations, 
from  Bunker  Hill,  from  Plymouth  Rock,  and  from  that  historic  field  where 
once  the  embattled  farmers  stood  and  fired  the  shot  heard  round  the  world. 
If  these  things  do  not  appeal  to  you  let  me  draw  one  more  laurel  from  the 
crown  of  Boston's  glory  and  tell  you  that  I  come  to  you  from  the  land 
of  baked  beans. 

My  line  of  ancestry  does  not  go  back  to  William  of  Plymouth,  as  does 
that  of  so  many  of  you  who  are  with  us  to-day.  The  first  of  my  kin  came 
from  England  to  Boston,  and  our  line  has  come  down  and  remained  in  Boston 
with  very  few  exceptions  to  the  present  day. 

The  Bassetts  of  our  section  are  not  what  the  world  calls  great  men. 
Their  lives  are  not  dotted  all  over  with  bold  endeavor  and  grand  achieve- 
ments, and  on  the  pages  of  history  you  will  seldom  find  their  names.  They 
are  honest  men,  good  citizens,  fond  husbands  and  devoted  parents.  They 
have  never  been  known  to  have  more  than  one  wife  and  they  have  had  no 
trouble  in  keeping  out  of  jail.  This  is  the  record  we  bring  to  you,  and  who 
can  ask  for  a  better  one? 

"  The  world  is  wide,  the  things  are  small, 
They  may  be  nothing,  but  they  are  all. 
'  The  world  is  wide,  these  things  are  small, 

If  they  are  nothing,  what  is  there  at  all?  " 

We  are  here  to-day  engaged  in  a  work  in  which  there  is  little  more 
than  sentiment.  The  practical  is  altogether  absent.  And  yet,  who  shall 
bid  us  refrain.  Every  action  is  measured  by  the  depth  of  the  sentiment 
from  which  it  proceeds.  Sentiment  is  the  parent  of  art,  of  poetry  and  of 
music,  and  it  is  the  thing  above  all  things  that  makes  life  worth  living.  We 
look  back  upon  a  long  line  of  ancestry  of  which  we  are  justly  proud.  No 
name  upon  the  roll  and  no  action  of  record  brings  the  blush  of  shame  to  our 
cheeks. 

We  see  the  great  army  of  Bassetts  growing  from  few  to  many  and 
steadily  making  its  way  adown  the  path  of  history  to  the  present  day. 

It  is  for  us  to  draw  a  lesson  from  the  past  to  aid  us  in  the  work  that 
is  before  us.  To  keep  our  name  unspotted  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  to 
emulate  the  worthy  deeds  that  have  been  done  and  to  press  forward 
to  greater  and  grander  achievements  in  the  future,  is  the  mission  we  should 
each  and  all  adopt. 

This  Association  should  and  will  be  a  grand  factor  in  the  doing  of  what 
we  all  seek  to  accomplish,  and  so,  if  I  may  be  accepted  as  the  spokesman 
for  our  section,  I  bring  you  a  message  of  good  cheer,  and  I  hope  for  this 
Association  a  long  and  useful  career  and  a  success  in  securing  good  results 
equal  to  your  fondest  hopes. 
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ADDRESS  OF  I.  AUSTIN  BASSETT,  OF  BOSTON. 


stin  Bassett  was  then  introduced,  and  said  : 

I a  peculiar  sensation,  but  a  very  pleasant  one,  for  a  man  who  has 
that  there  was  no  one  of  his  name  with  whom  he  was  bound  by 
nsanguinity,  save  alone  his  own  sons,  to  be  brought  face  to  face,  as 
p-day,  with  such  an  array  of  nephews,  nieces  and  cousins  through 
ins  flow  the  blood  of  a  Bassett.    It  is  well  worth  the  effort  that 
;  has  made  to  be  here  to-day  just  to  feel  the  inspiration  of  the  occa- 
[rerify  with  his  own  eyes,  ears  and  personal  association  one  fact 
)gnized,  that  the  name  of  Bassett  was  one  that  any  man  or  woman 
proud  to  bear,  and  another,  that  those  who  bear  it  are  worthy  of 
e.    This  is  a  proud  and  happy  day  for  the  Bassett  family,  a  day  to 
and  remembered,  a  day  that  our  children  and  children's  children 
k  back  upon  as  they  read  the  annals  of  the  family,  already  gathered, 
much  of  painstaking  and  careful  research,  and  hereafter  to  be  pre- 
n  such  form  as  shall  give  them  historic  value,  with  gratitude  and 
ion. 

labor  of  love  and  interest  that  has  resulted  in  bringing  us  together 
ipon  this  delightful  occasion  demands  our  recognition  and  prc- 
t  gratitude.    The  interesting  and  valuable  paper  to  which  we  have 
.ened  reveals  much  to  make  our  hearts  beat  quicker  and  glow  with 
pride,  and  emulate  the  virtuous  lives  and  patriotic  deeds  of  our 
rs.    How  much  more  of  value  may  be  discovered  through  the  agency 
an  association  as  has  been  formed  to-day;  and  as  we  meet  from  year 
in  reunion  and  gather  up  the  many  items  of  historic  value,  of  inci- 
id  of  story,  we  shall  look  forward  to  each  occasion  with  delightful 
ition.    We  have  to-day  formed  an  organization,  and  endowed  it  with 
icers  have  been  selected  and  the  machinery  is  in  running  order, 
many  months  the  question  will  arise,  where  shall  we  observe  our  first 
rsary,  our  first  birthday  ?    Let  me  suggest  that  we  make  a  pilgrimage 
1011th,  Massachusetts,  and  there,  on  the  historic  rock,  our  eyes  look- 
:  upon  the  beautiful  bay  beneath  whose  blue  waters  the  anchor  of  the 
hip  Fortune  made  the  plunge,  holding  fast  to  the  shores  of  the  new 
celebrate  the  landing  of  our  Pilgrim  Father.    Dear  as  is  the  rock 
mouth's  shore  to  every  child  of  Massachusetts,  equally  precious  are 
lowed  associations  to  every  son  and  daughter  of  Connecticut,  New 
id,  our  common  country.    May  we  not  separate  at  the  close  of  this 
th  hearts  looking  forward  to  the  delightful  anticipation  of  continuing 
discovered  relations  and  forming  new  acquaintances  at  the  close  of 
ing  year  upon  the  shores  of  Plymouth  Bay? 

ADDRESS  OF  A.  L.  BASSETT,  OF  CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 
^resident,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

was  with  more  curiosity  than  anything  else  that  brought  me  to  this 
)n,  never  having  met  any  of  our  class  except  our  worthy  President, 
lad  told  me  of  the  beauties  of  New  Haven  and  its  surrounding  towns, 
tier  with  the  hospitality  that  would  be  extended  on  every  hand.  I 
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must  say  my  anticipations  have  been  more  than  realized;  this  one  meeting 
has  amply  repaid  me  tor  coming  all  the  way  from  Ohio  to  attend,  and 
created  a  desire  to  meet  my  fellow  kinsman  at  a  reunion  ag'ain  in  1898. 

ADDRESS   OF  JUDGE  WILLIAM  G.  BASSETT,  OF  NORTH- 
AMPTON, MASS. 

William  G.  Bassett,  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  comes  back  to  his  native 
country,  where  his  ancestors  are  buried,  after  thirty  years  of  absence,  to 
break  bread  with  the  family.  After  seeing  the  assembled  Bassetts,  and 
hearing  from  them,  and  about  them  and  their  progenitors,  he  feels  as  did 
the  Queen  of  Sheba,  when  she  paid  her  famous  visit,  with  great  anticipation, 
to  King  Solomon,  and  was  led  to  exclaim  that  half  had  not  been  told  her. 
A  gentleman  and  his  wife  were  traveling  in  England,  and  in  pleasantry 
agreed  to  test  which  was  the  better  name,  the  excellent  name  she  had  sur- 
rendered, or  his  name  of  Bassett,  which  she  had  taken;  whether  she  had 
gained  or  lost  in  exchanging  names.  The  test  was  to  be  the  place  where 
the  name  was  found  and  the  attending  circumstances.  Her  family  name 
was  found  on  the  sign  of  an  inn,  which  she  claimed,  without  knowing  any- 
thing of  the  proprietor,  indicated  that  he  was  at  least  given  to  the  virtue  of 
hospitality,  and  that  it  spoke  well  for  the  name.  But  they  found  his  name 
on  a  slab  in  Westminster  Abbey.  This  incident  was  not  referred  to  as  a 
text  for  a  funeral  sermon,  but  because  it  indicated,  not  what  the  Bassetts 
think  of  themselves,  but  a  far  more  important  fact,  found  on  examination 
to  be  a  well  established  fact,  the  estimation  in  which  they  are  held  by 
others,  for  this  man  could  have  taken  small  part  himself  in  his  admis- 
sion into  that  silent,  exclusive  assembly,  whose  heroes  rest  with  kings. 
It  indicated  that  in  the  splendid  march  of  English  civilization  the  Bassetts 
had  kept  pace  with  the  leaders  of  the  march,  and  that  the  fact  is  recog- 
nized. It  has  been  asked  if  other  reunions  of  the  Bassett  family  were  to 
be  held  in  succeeding  years,  whether  they  would  probably  be  as  successful 
as  this  one.  There  would  seem  to  be  no  reasonable  doubt  of  it.  The  loyal 
Bassetts  would  respond  to  the  call  from  the  necessity  of  the  case.  They 
could  not  help  responding,  like  the  spinster  on  Cape  Cod,  who  had  eaten 
clams  till  her  stomach  rose  and  fell  with  the  tide,  and  could  not  help  doing 
so.  Sympathy  with  the  objects  of  meeting  and  mingling  was  so  natural  and 
necessary,  and  the  pleasures  to  be  anticipated  arising  from  the  memory  of 
the  pleasures  of  this  meeting  were  so  great,  that  one  must  respond  to  a  call 
to  meet  again. 

ADDRESS  OF  SHELDON  B.  THORPE. 

My  feelings  upon  this  occasion  are  akin  to  those  of  the  Irishman  who, 
rising  to  address  a  political  meeting,  said,  "  I'm  glad  to  be  wid  ye  !  I'm  one 
ov  yez  !  It's  always  been  me  regret  I  wasn't  born  in  me  native  country 
instid  ov  the  north  of  Ireland."  So,  perhaps,  I  may  say  I  am  one  of  you,  and 
that  I  regret  not  having  been  born  a  Bassett  rather  than  a  Thorpe,  partic- 
ularly as  I  appear  to  have  some  of  the  characteristics  of  the  former  family, 
namely,  a  large  nose  and  a  small  pocketbook. 

One  cannot  hope  in  the  brief  space  of  five  minutes  to  communicate  much 
wisdom  or  genealogy,  and  I  do  not  make  the  attempt.    As  a  New  England 
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md  a  "half  Bassett,"  I  wish  to  add  simply  my  welcome  to  this  large 
;bly.  Verily,  the  "little  leaven"  of  John,  Robert  and  William  Bassett, 
;w  Haven  Colony,  together  with  their  Massachusetts  '•cousins,"  has 
lied  a  large  lump,  judging  from  present  appearances, 
villiam  Bassett,  of  New  Haven  Colony,  was  the  junior  of  the  three  just 
d.  He  does  not  appear  until  1642.  but  when  he  does  come  all  the  people 
it,  for  he,  with  others,  was  brought  before  the  magistrates  and  fined 
firing  foole  gunns."  I  suppose  from  this  indictment  that  he  discharged 
msket  without  cause  or  at  an  unseasonable  time,  which  alarmed  the 
rs.  (Perhaps,  like  some  modern  descendants  of  other  families,  he  didn't 
•  it  was  loaded.) 

Villiam  took  the  "Oath  of  Fidelity"  in  1644,  and  married  the  widow  of 
am  Ives,  the  colonist,  Nov.  7th,  1648.    By  this  union  he  came  in  posses- 
of  a  ready-made  family,  Mrs.  Ives  having  four  children  as  her  dower 
her  former  lord.    This  good  dame,  to  remove  any  charge  of  partiality, 
presented  Mr.  Bassett  with  four  children — two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
latter  went  into  the  Parker  and   Lines  families.      The  sons  were 
and  Samuel.     They  passed  beyond  the  city  boundaries,  first  into 
den,  and   then  to  North   Haven.     So  far  as  known,  all  of  the  name 
iese  two  towns  descend  from  these  ancestors.    Thence  they  spread 
1  and  northwest  and  have  large  representation  in  Litchfield  county, 
States  of  New  York,  Indiana,  Massachusetts,  and  other  States  have  their 
as. 

[  shall  confine  myself  solely  to  William  Bassett.,  being  in  his  line. 

re  was  nothing  phenomenal  about  him  that  1  can  discover  unless  it  was 

lardihood  in  marrying,  and  his  ability  to  get  into  considerable  trouble 
the  authorities.    William  was  frequently  summoned  before  the  magis- 

is,  not  for  deeds  criminal,  but  for  deeds  negligent.    That  "foole  gunne  " 

is  gave  him  a  world  of  trouble.    In  1644,  according  to  the  court  records, 

,ras  fined  for  "coming  late  with  it  on  Lord's  Dav."  In  1646  he  was  fined 
.use  it  had  "defects*'  in  it.  In  164S  he  was  fined  because  he  did  not 
ar  it  to  meeting,"  and  the  same  year  fined  again  because  he  did.  lie 

"complayned  off"  for  absence  from  "  Generalle  Trayninge,"  but  as  he 
lained  that  it  was  a  wet  summer  and  he  had  "divers  hay"  in  danger,  he 

moved  to  harvest  it.  This  appeal  cleared  him.  Then  he  was  appre- 
ied  for  absence  from  two  "Generalle  Courts."  He  told  them  that  the 
;  time  he  was  "keeping  cowes,"  and  the  second  time  was  "keeping  his 
i"  who  was  sick.  These  excuses  forced  the  wise  old  heads  to  be  lenient 
1  him,  and  he  was  told  in  substance  not  to  let  it  happen  again,  but  having 
riven  him  on  four  charges,  their  dignity  was  in  such  danger  of  disesteem 
t  they  evidently  watched  for  an  opportunity  to  repair  their  lack  of  judg- 
lt.  It  came  in  1649,  when  he  was  brought  before  them  for  "comeing  late 
lis  watch,"  and  they  gave  him  the  full  penalty  of  the  law. 

This  was  the  last  appearance  of  ourancestor  at  the  bar.  His  own  family 
>  coming  upon  the  stage  and  thenceforward  he  seems  to  have  settled 
vn  a  pliant  citizen. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  this  record  does  not  exploit  William  above  all 
ers  in  the  colony,  nor  place  him  along  just  the  line  some  families  are 
nt  to  assume  for  their  ancestors,  but  I  would  rather  start  the  Bassetts  on 
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a  foundation  of  Truth  than  on  a  foundation  of  Fiction.  William  Bassett  was 
just  a  plain,  common  man  !  He  was  neither  better  nor  worse  than  the  aver- 
age of  his  colonial  associates  and  neighbors.  Our  colonists  were  not  fault- 
less, neither  are  we.  It  appears  fully  as  creditable  to  start  from  a  humble 
origin  and  rise  to  the  high  level  the  Bassett  family  occupies  to-day,  as  to 
begin  high,  as  sometime  happens  to  other  clans,  and  fall  from  that  elevation. 
Could  we  really  get  behind  the  record  of  most  of  our  ancestors  in  the  Old 
World  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  we  should  endorse  with- 
out hesitation  the  conclusion  reached  by  one  who  was  searching  his  pedi- 
gree. "  I  suppose,"  said  his  questioner,  " 1  suppose  in  going  back,  the  farther 
you  went  the  harder  it  got!"  "Yes!"  was  the  reply,  "and  the  farther  I 
went,  the  harder  my  ancestors  got." 

It  is  thus  that  William  Bassett  is  presented  to  you  to-day.  So  far  as 
I  have  come  in  contact  with  his  descendants  they  have  proved  singularly 
frank,  open-hearted  and  truthful.  No  one  has  claimed  their  forbears  owned 
houses  Washington  slept  in,  or  that  their  great-grandmothers  ever  danced 
with  Lafayette.  I  have  not  been  shown  any  "  Mayflower  chests,"  or  handled 
any  swords  carried  at  Bunker  Hill,  but  I  have  found  on  all  sides  men  and 
women  of  bone  and  muscle  who  have  helped  build  up  this  country — who 
helped  make  it  free  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  who  helped  add  to  its 
freedom  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  I  find  them  in  all  places  of  public 
trust  standing  with  both  feet  square  on  the  ground.  I  find  them  home- 
loving,  man-loving,  country-loving.  They  fear  God  and  hate  the  devil. 
So,  then,  I  am  sure  that  we  are  accomplishing  our  mission  in  the  world 
and  that  it  may  be  said  of  us,  as  it  was  of  the  old  Scotch  McGregor,  that 
wherever  a  Bassett  sits  is  the  "  head  of  the  table." 

ADDRESS  OF  JUDGE  LIVINGSTON  W.  CLEAVELAND. 

It  is  not  long  since  I  first  became  especially  interested  in  genealogy,  yet 
I  am  already  somewhat  alarmed  as  to  its  possibilities.  A  simple  computa- 
tion made  in  the  cars  this  morning,  in  passing  through  Seymour  and  Derby 
(the  land  of  the  Bassetts),  will  easily  show  you  why  ancestry  is  a  dangerous 
study.  I  have  been  told  that  going  back  as  far  as  the  settlement  of  this 
country  (about  eight  generations)  would  give  each  of  us,  barring  intermar- 
riages, sixty-four  direct  ancestors  of  different  families  and  names.  My  cal- 
culation shows  that  these  figures  should  be  doubled.  In  other  words,  I  find 
that  I  must  belong  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  different  families  no 
further  back  than  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Now  just 
imagine  the  result  if  each  of  these  families  should  annually  have  a 
reunion  ! 

This  leads  me  to  wonder  why  one  who  makes  no  pretensions  as  a  public 
speaker,  who  does  not  bear  the  honorable  Bassett  name,  and  who  before 
reaching  a  direct  ancestor  named  Bassett,  must  follow  back  the  ancestral 
line  for  several  generations,  should  be  honored  by  being  called  upon  to 
speak  on  this  occasion.  I  think,  however,  there  is  a  plausible  explanation. 
Those  who  have  preceded  me  have  told  you  much  of  the  lives  of  the  Bas- 
setts. Perhaps  I  have  been  called  on  because,  for  the  time  being,  I  am  cus- 
todian of  their  wills. 
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rolume  One  of  the  Probate  Records  for  the  District  of  New  Haven  is 
st  as  ancient  as  New  Haven  itself.  These  early  records  began  in  1647, 
>n  the  fifty-second  page  of  this  earliest  volume,  under  date  of  February 
552,  I  find  the  will  of  John  Bassett,  the  sturdy  New  Haven  settler. 
:1s  will.) 

)ur  records  show  that  from  the  earliest  settlement  of  New  Haven,  Bas- 
have  been  owners  of  property.  Even  in  the  first  eentnrv  after  the  set- 
;nt  of  New  Haven  nearly  twenty  Bassetts  arc  enrolled  on  the  records 
r  Probate  Court,  and  our  general  indices  show  more  than  two  hundred 
-s  of  Bassett  estates  down  to  the  present  time. 

t  is  clear  that  the  Bassetts  in  New  Haven  from  the  earliest  times  have 
honorable  and  influential — a  family  to  which  any  one  may  well  feel 
1  to  belong — and  it  is  no  wonder  that  in  the  enthusiasm  of  this  hour 
)f  our  number,  who  prides  himself  on  the  name  of  Thorpe,  himself  a 
llogist  and  author  of  no  mean  ability,  should  with  commendable  diplo- 
■  take  occasion  to  deplore  the  fact  that  he  was  not  a  Bassett  by  name  as 
as  by  blood.  The  ease  with  which  he  adapts  himself  to  the  occasion 
ads  me  of  the  story  of  the  young  lad)-  being  examined  for  a  position  as 
ool  teacher  by  the  Board  of  Education.  Asked  whether  the  world  was 
1  or  flat,  she  replied,  "Well,  that  depends;  some  likes  it  round  and  some 
it  flat.    I  teach  it  both  ways." 

n  conclusion,  I  am  very  glad  to  have  been  with  you  to-day,  and  thank 
or  the  courtesy  of  your  attention.  May  the  fame  of  the  Bassett  name 
r  disappoint  the  highest  aim  ! 

This  letter  explains  the  reason  for  the  omission  of  the  Rev.  '\Vayland  G. 
3tt's  address. 

212  Bryant  Avenue,  Syracuse,  New  York,  Dec.  27,  1897. 
"rank  G.  Bassett: 

Dear  Sir : — Your  card  to  my  brother  was  received  in  due  time,  and  I 
Lcled  to  reply  to  it  at  once,  but  my  brother  thought  he  might  be  able  in 
v  days  to  dictate  a  reply  himself.  After  staying  with  me  nearly  four 
s  he  was  taken  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  in  Syracuse.  After  staying 
!  nearly  four  weeks,  they  decided  he  could  not  live,  and  they  were 
d  of  brain  trouble.  The  27th  of  November  we  brought  him  here,  pro- 
1  a  good  nurse,  employed  another  physician,  as  we  did  not  intend  to 
up  without  a  struggle.  At  the  present  time  his  symptoms  are  all 
;r.  He  still  remains  very  weak  and  helpless,  but  we  think  he  is  some 
ger  and  will  soon  be  fully  restored.    Very  respectfully  yours, 

Mk^>.  N.  R.  Bassett  Cole. 

lister  of  the  Rev.  Wayland  G.  Bassett. 

In  accordance  with  the  votes  passed  at  the  reunion,  the  following  cir- 
"  was  issued : 

Seymour,  Conn. 

Dear  Kin-mi  x  : 

\t  the  reunion  of  the  Bassett  family  at  West  Haven,  Conn.,  Sept.  9, 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : 


Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  paid  for  membership  and  dues  in  the 
ssett  Family  Association  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  (50c.)  annually. 

The  object  of  the  above  resolution  is  to  raise  sufficient  funds  to  defray 
e  expenses  of  printing  the  report  of  the  reunion,  postage  and  station- 
er, etc. 

If  you  desire  to  be  enrolled  as  a  member  of  the  Association  please  remit 
once,  by  postal  order,  giving  your  name  and  address  in  full.  Each  one 
iding  the  fifty  cents  and  applying  for  membership  will  receive  in  return 
e  copy  of  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  our  reunion,  which  contains  the 
mes  of  those  present  at  the  reunion,  also  the  addresses  of  the  following 
ntlemen  : 

Address  of  welcome,  by  Mr.  William  S.  Downs,  Chairman  of  the  Reunion 
mmittee,  of  Derby,  Conn. 
Historical  address,  by  Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour,  Conn. 
Address,  by  Mr.  Jay  Bassett,  of  Detroit.  Mich. 
Address,  by  Mr.  Abbott  Bassett,  of  Boston,  Mass. 
Address,  by  Mr.  I.  Austin  Bassett,  of  Boston,  Mass. 
Address,  by  Judge  "William  G.  Bassett,  of  Northampton,  Mass. 
Address,  by  Mr.  A.  L.  Bassett,  of  Cleveland.  Ohio. 
Address,  by  Mr.  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  of  North  Haven,  Conn. 
Address,  by  Judge  Livingston  W.  Cleaveland,  of  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Address,  by  Rev.  Wayland  G.  Bassett,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

All  Bassetts  and  descendants  of  Bassetts  are  eligible  to  membership 
the  Association;  also  those  who  have  married  a  Bassett. 

The  report  will  contain  many  interesting  facts  appertaining  to  the 
nily  which  will  interest  all  by  the  name  of  Bassett,  and  also  those  who 
ve  descended  from  the  Bassetts. 

Our  reunion  was  a  grand  success;  now  let  us  make  the  Association 
;reater  success  by  making  it  the  largest  family  association  in  America. 

If  you  know  of  a  Bassett  or  a  descendant  of  a  Bassett  who  did  not 
•eive  one  of  these  circulars,  please  show  them  yours  and  invite  them 
make  application  for  membership  in  the  r  ssociation,  and  also  have  them 
id  me  their  record  as  far  back  as  possible  for  the  history  of  the  family, 
ring  names,  and  dates  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths  ;  also  all  facts 
)ertaining  to  the  family  that  would  be  of  interest. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Frank  G.  Bassett, 
Secretary  and  Historian  of  the  Bassett  Family  Association. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  the  foregoing  reports  of  our  organi- 
ion  and  reunion,  to  the  members  of  the  Bassett  Family  Association  of 
lerica. 

Respectfully, 

Frank  G.  Bassett, 

Secretary. 

Seymour,  Conn.,  February  fst,  1898. 

23 


CONSTITUTION. 


Article  I. 

The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be  The  Bassett  Family  Association 
merica. 

Article  II. 

The  object  of  this  Association  is  to  bring*  the  members  of  this  widely 
ered  family  into  closer  fellowship  by  holding  annual  reunions,  and  also 
;sist  in  compiling-  and  publishing  a  complete  history  of  the  family. 

Article  III. 

Any  person  who  is  connected,  either  by  birth  or  marriage,  with  the 
ett  Family  in  America,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Association  by 
Daymen t  of  the  annual  membership  fee. 

Article  IV. 

Section  i.  The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  consist  of  a  President, 
:-Presidents,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Historian  and  Chaplain,  who  shall  be 
ted  at  the  annual  reunion  of  each  year,  and  shall  hold  their  offices 
1  others  are  elected  in  their  stead.  They  shall  together  constitute  an 
cutive  Board,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  appoint  all  committees  and  fill 
vacancies  in  office. 

Sec.  2.  The  standing  committees  shall  consist  of  a  Reunion  Committee, 
Historical  Committee  and  an  Auditing  Committee,  which  shall  be 
ointed  by  the  President  and  approved  by  the  Executive  Board. 

Sec.  3.  There  shall  be  an  Executive  Committee,  consisting  of  the 
:ers  and  standing  committees,  which  shall  transact  the  business  of  the 
ociatiou. 

Article  V. 

Section  i.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all  meet- 
s  of  the  Association,  to  appoint  the  standing  committees,  to  countersign 
drafts  upon  the  Treasurer,  to  call  special  meetings,  and  have  a  general 
lervision  over  the  affairs  of  the  Association. 

Sec.  2.  The  Vice-Presidents  shall  assist  the  President  in  the  discharge 
[lis  duties,  and  in  his  absence  shall  assume  his  duties  and  prerogatives. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  keep  the  minutes  of  all 
i  proceedings  of  the  Association,  Executive  Board  and  Executive  Com- 
ttee,  and  to  record  the  same  in  the  Association's  books  provided  for  that 
rpose,  to  conduct  the  correspondence,  and  to  collect  all  money  due  the 
sociatiun  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt  therefor. 
:  shall,  previous  to  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Association,  prepare  and 
bmit  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  audit  a  detailed  account  of  his 
:eipts  during  the  year,  which  account,  duly  audited,  he  shall  present  to 
?  Association  at  its  annual  reunion.  lie  shall  perform  all  other  duties 
ually  pertaining  to  his  office. 
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Sec.  4.  The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  funds  of  the  Asso- 
ation,  and  shall  disburse  the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive 
amtnittee.  All  orders  on  the  Treasurer  must  be  signed  by  the  President 
Kl  Secretary.  He  shall,  previous  to  the  annual  reunion  of  the  Associa- 
te, prepare  and  submit  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  audit  a  detailed 
count  of  his  receipts  and  disbursements  during  the  year,  which  annual 
count,  duly  audited,  he  shall  present  to  the  Association  at  its  annual 
union. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Historian  to  collect  data  of  the 
mily  and  at  each  reunion  to  give  a  brief  account  of  his  work. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  .Chaplain  to  invoke  the  Divine 
sssing  upon  our  family  reunions. 

Sec.  7.  The  Reunion  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  members.  They 
all  arrange  for  the  reunions,  and  shall  have  power  to  appoint  sub-com- 
ttees  to  assist  them,  to  consist  of  as  many  members  as  they  may  deem 
visable,  which  they  may  remove  at  pleasure. 

Sec.  8.  The  Historical  Committee  shall  consist  of  one  member,  when 
ssible,  from  each  State  and  Territory  in  America.  The  duty  of  its 
;mbers  shall  be  to  assist  the  Historian  in  his  work  of  gathering  facts 
•  the  history  of  the  family.  They  may  call  meetings  of  the  family  within 
iir  respective  jurisdictions  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  a  correct 
tory  of  the  families  residing  therein. 

Sec.  9.  The  Auditing  Committee  shall  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Secre- 
v  and  Treasurer,  and  report  their  finding  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Article  VI. 

The  annual  reunion  of  this  Association  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and 
ce  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Association. 

Article  VII. 

This  Constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all  the 
nbers  present  at  any  annual  reunion  of  the  Association;  provided,  that 

such  amendments  shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  at  least  thirty  days 
>r  to  such  annual  reunion. 


BY-LAWS. 
Article  I. 

There  shall  be  paid  for  membership  and  dues  in  the  Association  the 
of  fifty  (50)  cents  annually. 

Article  II. 

Five  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
the  transaction  of  business. 
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NAMES  OF  THOSE  PRESENT  AT  THE  REUNION, 
September  9,  1897. 

William  J.  Tuttle,  -  -  -  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Mary  A.  Tut  tie,  - 

Julia  L.  Andrews,      -          -  -             Bradford,  Conn. 

Eveline  M.  Andrews,       ...  «  « 

Mrs,  Lucy  B.  Mitchell,         -  -      New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

Lulu  R.  Mitchell,            -  -  " 

Mrs.  Henry  L.  Brown,          -  -          New  Haven,  Conn. 

Miss  Emma  A.  Tucker,   -  -  " 

Susan  B.  Gunn,         ...  <*  ■« 

Mary  J.  Brown,  -  -  " 

Fannie  Bdwell,         -          -  -       East  Hartford,  Conn. 

William  S.  Healy  and  wife,  -          -           Shelton,  Conn. 

Joseph  M.  Bassett,     -  -         Asbury  Park,  N.  J. 

George  G.  Bassett,           -  -          -               Salem,  N.  J. 

Samuel  E.  Bassett,     -           -  -          New  Haven,  Conn. 

Frank  E.  Bassett,   -         -  -    New  Britian,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Julia  P.  Bassett,  -         West  Haven,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Juliatta  Bassett,  -                    Anson ia.  Conn. 

William  W.  Clemence,  -           Terryville,  Conn. 
Mary  Bassett  Clemence, 
Lois  Bassett  Coe, 

Francis  H.  Bassett  and  wife,  -  -  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Helen  11.  Bassett, 

Samuel  Bassett  and  wife,  New  Britain,  Conn. 

Emily  M.  Bassett,       -  -           -       Bristol,  Conn. 

Merton  W.  Bassett,  -        Hartford,  Conn. 

L.  Peet  Tuttle,            -          -  -       North  Haven,  Conn. 

Edwin  J.  Clinton  and  wife,  Clintonville,  Conn. 

R.  Emerson  Bassett,             -  .Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Rodney  S.  Bassett,           -  -           -    Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Ellis  A.  Bassett,                     -  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Harry  O.  Andrews,           -  -           -       Branford,  Conn. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Rcdtield.  Clintonville,  Conn. 

Thomas  A.  Bassett,          -  New  Haven,  Conn. 

John  H.  P.  Bassett,      -  "  " 

Mrs.  John  E.  Bassett,  * 

Annie  L.  Bassett,        -  - 
Sarah  Isabel le  Bassett, 

George  J.  Bassett,       -  ..... 
Calvin  F.  Bassett,  -  - 
M.  E.  Terrell,    -  - 

Ida  A.  Bassett  Terrell,      -  -  4 
Ruth  Bassett  Terrell, 

Annie  L.  Terrell,    -          -  -  14 

Miss  Lillie  M.  Bassett,             -  -           -     Derby,  Conn. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  B.  Tucker,  -          -      Plain vi  11c,  Conn. 


Miss  Maria  E.  Bassette, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Basselt, 
Mary  M.  Basset t, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seymour  C.  Loomis, 
Marcus  J.  Bassett,  - 
John  L.  Bassett, 
Mary  R.  Basset t,  - 
Susan  A.  Bassett, 
Lizzie  M.  Bassett,  Hawley, 
William  M.  Hastings,  - 
Mr.  and  Mis.  Charles  A.  Bassett. 
Charles  F.  Bassett, 
Mary  E.  Bassett  Wooster, 
Henry  W.  Bassett, 
Mary  E.  Bassett, 
Harry  U.  Bassett,  - 
Mrs.  Lilian  Bassett. 
John  A.  Andrews,  - 
E.  R.  Davis, 
Edward  F.  Bassett, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bassett  Bradley, 
James  Bull  Bassett, 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Burn  ham. 
Mrs.  Emily  G.  demons, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  L.  Bassett, 
Mrs.  Mary  Deane  Bassett  Hutchins 
Nelson  B.  Bassett, 
Philo  L.  Bassett  and  wife, 
Judge  William  G.  Bassett, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  I.  Bassett, 
William  Manning  Bassett, 
I.  Austin  Bassett, 
Lydia  B.  Newcomb, 
Ella  M.  Stanley, 
Ed  w  ard  C.  Stanley, 
Stephen  Bassett,  Jr., 
Judge  Livingston  W.  Cleaveland, 
William  R.  Mulford, 
Fred  B.  Bassett, 
Alonzo  M.  Case, 
Edward  L.  Bassett, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diekerman  M.  Bass 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joel  E.  Bassett, 
Master  Harold  S.  Bassett, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Homer  F.  Bassett,  - 
H .  B.  Bassett.  - 
Abbott  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison  W.  Bassett, 


Watertown,  Conn. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Wallingford,  Conn. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 

n  a  a 

Taunton.  Mass. 


New  York  City.  X.  Y, 
-    Milford,  Conn, 
New  Haven,  Conn, 


Derbv,  Conn. 


Hartford,  Conn. 

Branford,  Conn. 

Seymour,  Conn. 
<<  t< 

Derby,  Conn. 

a  ii 

-   Putnam,  Conn. 
Shelton,  Conn. 
Swarthmore,  Penn. 
Keene.  X.  H. 
Hartford,  Conn. 
Shelton,  Conn. 
Northampton,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 


New  Haven,  Conn. 

South  Manchester,  Conn, 
it  »<  i» 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y 
Elizabeth,  N.  J. 
Amsterdam,  N.  Y. 
New  Haven,  Conn, 
itt,        -        Derby,  Conn. 
-    North  Haven,  Conn. 


•  Waterbury,  Conn. 
Huntington,  Conn. 
Boston,  Mass 


Saline,  Mich. 


Miss  Rose  E.  White, 

Mrs.  Charles  H.  Townsend, 

Mrs.  Wilfred  Straw, 

Mrs.  Alice  J.  Bassett  Healey, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  W.  Bassett, 

John  W.  Bassett, 

Charles  H.  Bassett, 

Fred  E.  Bassett, 

Mrs.  Hattie  E.  Burr, 

Miss  Katie  C.  Bassett, 

Robert  Healey, 

Samuel  B.  Bassett, 

Herbert  H.  Bassett, 

Rev.  Wayland  G.  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  S.  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Brown, 

Mrs.  Joel  E.  Hough, 

Mrs.  Rebecca  A.  Hotchkiss,  - 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Kellogg, 

Miss  Henrietta  Bassette, 

Mrs.  Alice  M.  K.  Mattoon, 

Mrs.  Jennie  A.  Bassett  Belden, 

Capt.  Andrew  J.  Bassett  and  wife, 

Mrs.  Emma  Radcliffe, 

Alice  E.  May, 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Carpenter, 

Mrs.  Alice  M.  Hough. 

Fred  H.  Bassett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  S.  Downs.  - 

Mrs.  Julia  Bassett  Augur, 

Mrs.  Mary  Bassett  Augur, 

Herbert  Bassett  Augur, 

Miss  Julia  F.  Bassett, 

Sannie  S.  Bassett, 

Mollie  A.  Bassett, 

Allison  X.  Clark, 

Harriet  S.  Clark, 

Charles  R.  Clark, 

Jessie  Clark, 

Mrs.  Rosalie  S.  Nichols, 

Mrs.  Carrie  S.  Nichols, 

Miss  Hattie  Caldwell,  - 

Arthur  H.  Bassett, 

Marshall  L.  Bassett  and  wife, 

Anna  A.  Bassett, 

Hattie  L.  Bassett, 

Charles  N.  Downs  and  wife, 

Mrs.  Julia  D.  Brown, 

Aaron  Bassett. 


Waterbury,  Conn. 

Seymour,  Conn. 
Sandy  Hook,  Conn. 

Seymour,  Conn. 

Wins  ted,  Conn. 
Asbury  Park,  N.  J. 
Huntington,  Conn. 

Seymour,  Conn. 
New  Britain.  Conn. 

i<  u  a 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Green  Island,  N.  Y. 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Wallingford,  Conn. 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Watertown,  Conn. 

it  a 

Mathuen,  Mass. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
Derby,  Conn. 

<(  u 

Waterbury,  Conn. 

i.  (< 

<«  a 

Derby,  Conn. 
Hartford,  Conn. 

u  a 
t<  a 

Blencoe,  Iowa. 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

a  << 

Plainville,  Conn. 

.4  (( 
(t  " 

<<  u 

Nichols,  Conn. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Barre,  Mass. 
West  Haven,  Conn. 

n  u  n 

t<  u  a 

Derby,  Conn. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
Clintonville,  Conn. 
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Edith  V.  Abbott,          -          -  -       Middlebury,  Conn. 

Edwin  W.  Bassett  and  wife,        -  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Edwin  H.  Bassett,  .-■-«« 

Jennie  L.  Bassett  Wright,           -  "  " 

Harriet  M.  Bailey,        -          -  -    North  Haven,  Conn. 

Jay  Bassett,            -  Detroit,  Mich. 

Newcomb  M.  Bassett  and  wife,  -       New  Haven,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Louise  Bassett  Umberfield,  -  "  " 

Frank  G.  Bassett  and  wife,     -  -            Seymour,  Conn. 

Samuel  A.  Bassett  and  wife,        -  -  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Julia  A.  Mitchell,            -  Seymour,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Martha  G.  Divine,      ...  «  « 

Mrs.  Samuel  L.  G.  Bassett,      -  "  " 

Mrs.  Julia  A.  Clark,           -  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Levi  Stewart  and  wife,           -  Seymour,  Conn. 

C.  B.  Wooster  and  wife,     -          -  -       Ansonia,  Conn. 

Charles  E.  P.  Sanford  and  wife,  -       New  Haven,  Conn. 

There  was  quite  a  number  of  the  family  present  who  did  not  sign 
the  roll. 


PRESS  NOTICES. 
THE  BASSETT  MEET. 

HAPPY   REUNION   OF    L'HE   FAMILY   AT   SAVIN    ROCK  —  SEVERAL    SPEECHES  DELIVERED 
—  MANY    NEW    HAVENERS   AMONG    THOSE   WHO   WERE  PRESENT. 

[New  Haven  Daily  Palladium,  Friday  ^  September  10,  ffy-.] 

There  arc  2,000  families  of  Bassetts  in  the  United  States.  Represent- 
atives of  250  of  these  families  gathered  at  Hills'  Homestead,  Savin  Rock, 
yesterday  at  12  o'clock,  to  cat  a  family  dinner  and  enjoy  their  first  reunion 
as  a  family.  There  were  large  Bassetts  and  small  Bassetts;  male  Bassetts 
and  female  Bassetts  ;  Bassetts  young,  middle  aged  and  old:  Bassetts  from 
east,  west,  north  and  south:  Bassetts  who  spelled  their  name  with  a  final 
I  e,"  and  Bassetts  who  omitted  one  "  t,"  and  lots  of  other  Bassetts,  all  enjoy- 
ing the  sublime  satisfaction  that  they  were  Bassetts,  that  they  were  with 
Bassetts  and  that  there  were  so  many  of  them. 

And  well  may  every  bearer  of  the  name  be  pleased,  for  it  is  a  big  and 
good  family  with  plenty  of  illustrious  members,  and  an}'  number  of 
splendid  family  traits  which  don't  seem  to  run  out  with  time,  but  are 
handed  down  from  one  generation  to  another,  losing  none  of  their  strength. 
r  Arc  you  a  Bassett  ?  *'  was  a  query  heard  on  all  sides,  and  you  were  entirely 
out  of  it  if  you  weren't.  It  was  something  of  a  saving  grace  if  you  could 
claim  an  entrance-in-law  into  the  family,  as  many  of  those  present  could, 
and  in  fact  the  Bassetts  by  marriage  were  just  as  much  thought  of  as  the 
Bassetts  by  realitv. 
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Some  one  would  call,  "  Mr.  Bassett,"  and  anywhere  from  fifty  to  a  hun- 
men  would  rise,  so  you  had  to  be  particular  in  your  address  of  a  man 
ive  him  his  given  as  well  as  inherited  name.  Even  then  there  were 
e  to  be  cases  of  mistaken  indentity,  for  in  any  great  family  there  must 
lore  or  less  Johns  and  Williams. 

Each  member  of  the  family  wore  a  distinguishing  badge  of  white  satin, 
a  crest  and  coat  of  arms  in  blue.  The  crest  consists  of  a  stag's  head, 
counted  by  a  dagger  with  a  cross  hilt,  which  to  the  close  student  of 
ldry  would  give  the  impression  that  at  some  time  the  family  had  been 
lected  with  the  Crusades. 

The  coat  of  arms  is  a  chevronazure  on  shield  argent  charged  with  three 
ting  horns  of  the  same. 

The  motto,  in  Welsh,  inscribed  on  a  scroll,  below  the  coat  of  arms, 
vrell  Angau,  no  Chywilydd,"  translated  reads,  "Death  before  Dishonor." 
The  committee  of  arrangements,  consisting  of  \V.  S.  Downs,  of  Derby  ; 
rge  Bassett,  of  New  Haven,  and  Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour,  were 
e  than  satisfied  with  the  generous  responses  to  their  call  for  a  meeting, 
feel  that  the  labor  they  have  expended  in  the  formation  of  the  Bassett 
Deiation  has  been  repaid  many  fold. 

The  idea  of  forming  the  association  only  reached  definite  form  some 
last  June,  yet  members  were  present  from  States  as  far  distant  as  Iowa, 
□  and  Michigan. 

The  first  number  on  the  program  after  the  members  assembled  on  the 
id  piazza  and  beautifully  kept  lawn  of  the  hospitable  Homestead  was 
serving  of  dinner.  For  this  205  covers  were  laid.  The  tentdike 
osure  on  the  lawn,  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the  South  Ameri- 
visitors,  was  again  pressed  into  service,  and  long  tables,  decorated  with 
garden  flowers,  were  laid  beneath  the  canopy,  while  others  were  plaeed 
he  piazza.  And  there,  in  the  open  air,  with  the  sun  flittering  down 
mgh  the  trees  and  casting  bright  golden  shadows  across  the  dark  sward, 
1  afresh  cool  breeze  stealing  in  from  the  sea,  and  the  music  of  the  water 
)ing  the' shore  as  one  wave  followed  another  landward,  there  was  served 
nner  to  rejoice  the  jaded  palate  of  a  sultan.  All  the  sea  food  was  sup- 
nented  by  turkey  and  other  meats  and  topped  off  by  luscious  water- 
on.  It  was  about  2.30.  p.  m.  when  the  tables  were  cleared  and  the  sides 
he  tent  rolled  up,  and  the  people  grouped  themselves  at  the  further  end 
he  lawn  for  a  business  meeting  and  the  speeches. 

Mr.  Dickerman  M.  Bassett,  of  Derby,  president  of  the  Association, 
sided 

It  was  deeided  to  let  the  present  officers  stand  for  the  coming  year,  as 
President,  Dickerman  M.  Bassett,  of  Derby. 

Vice-Presidents,  Samuel  A.  Bassett,  of  New  Haven:  S.  Bassett,  of  New 
tain;  Arthur  H.  Bassett,  of  Barre,  Mass.;  A.  L.  Bassett,  of  Cleveland, 
0;  \V.  D.  Bassett,  of  Blencoe,  Iowa,  and  S.  B.  Thorpe,  North  Haven. 

Secretary  and  Historian,  Frank  G.  Bassett.  of  Seymour,  and  Treasurer, 
irles  E.  P.  Sanford,  of  Xew  Haven. 

After  some  desultory  discussion  it  was  voted  to  leave  the  choice  of  the 
:c  and  time  of  next  vear's  reunion  to  a  committee  of  arrangements. 


It  will  take  the  Association  several  years  to  accept  all  the  invitations  it 
jceived  from  different  representatives  to  hold  its  next  meeting  with 
hem. 

After  the  address  of  welcome  by  the  president,  which  was  hearty  and 
ill  of  hospitality,  there  was  a  sketch  of  the  family  given  by  the  historian, 
[r.  Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour.  Mr.  Bassett  has  made  a  study  of  his 
unily  history  for  the  past  five  years  with,  the  result  that,  but  for  a  very 
3\v  missing-  links,  he  has  a  wonderfully  interesting;  account  down  to  the 
resent  day.  From  his  paper  of  yesterday  it  was  learned  that  the  Bassetts 
re  of  Norman  blood,  one  Thurstine  Bassett  having  been  a  grand  falconer 
)  William  the  Conqueror  and  having  fought  with  him  at  the  famous  battle 
f  Hastings.  In  England  the  family  was  a  prominent  one.  In  noo  Ralph 
ras  Judge  of  all  England,  able  to  preside  in  any  court,  and  his  son  Richard 
njoyed  the  same  distinction. 

In  America  the  Bassetts  have  been  prominent  for  275  years.  They 
ave,  as  a  general  rule,  been  more  identified  with  the  professions  and  busi- 
ess  than  with  politics,  though  several  have  been  members  of  Cabinets  of 
Residents  and  have  occupied  government  positions. 

The  first  Bassett  to  come  to  America  was  William,  who  came  over  on 
he  Fortune  in  162  r  and  landed  at  Plymouth. 

John  followed  in  1623,  and  in  1635  Thomas  came  over  on  the  Christian, 
laving  been  expelled  from  England  for  the  part  he  took  in  the  rebellion 
igainst  the  King.  John  settled  in  New  Haven  in  1640.  The  history  of  the 
amily  has  fceen  the  history  of  the  country,  for  it  has  been  identified  with 
wery  good  and  great  movement.  One  of  the  Bassetts  was  a  signer  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  a  famous  ancestor  of  his  was  a  signer 
)f  the  Magna  Charta. 

Another  Bassett  married  the  sister  of  Martha  Washington,  and  was  in 
:he  United  States  Congress  from  1805  to  1830. 

The  mother  of  President  William  Henry  Harrison  was  a  Bassett.  In 
:he  French  and  Indian  wars,  the  Revolution  and  the  late  Rebellion,  the  Bas- 
sets did  their  share  in  defending  their  country.  In  the  Revolution,  Massa- 
chusetts claimed  79  Bassett-.  while  to  the  same  war  Connecticut  sent  46. 
Nine  Bassetts  were  colonels  in  this  war,  and  there  were  several  captains  and 
lieutenants. 

Richard  Bassett  was  Governor  of  Delaware,  a  Senator  for  several  terms, 
and  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  law  has  always  been  a 
favored  profession  with  the  family,  and  there  are  now  no  less  than  500  law- 
yers in  the  country  who  bear  the  name  of  Bassett. 

A  famous  member  of  the  family  died  not  long  ago  in  Chicago— Fletcher 
Bassett,  who  was  lieutenant-commander  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

After  the  sketch  of  the  family  by  the  historian  several  other  members 
were  called  upon  for  informal  speeches  with  happy  results. 

All  had  something  of  interest  to  say  about  the  family,  and  all  seemed 
anxious  to  render  whatever  possible  service  toward  keeping  up  and  promul- 
gating interest  in  the  Family  Association. 

Mr.  Abbott  Bassett.  of  Boston,  secretary  of  the  E.  A.  W.,  was  asked  to 
tell  of  the  Bassetts  awheel.  He  replied  that  he  was  not  present  to  talk 
shop,  but  he  would  say  that  the  wheel  was  all  right.    Also  that  the  world 
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3  divided  into  two  classes,  those  who  ride  wheels  and  those  who  are 
ng  to,  and  all  the  Bassetts  in  the  country  belonged  to  one  class  or  the 
er. 

He  further  stated  that  his  ancestors  landed  at  Marblehead,  and  he 
sn't  sure,  when  he  came  to  this  reunion,  whether  he  should  meet  any  of 

particular  "line"  or  not,  but  he  was  delighted  to  find  that  all  that  was 
:essary  was  to  be  a  Bassett — never  minding  the  line.  Speaking  of  the 
;setts  in  his  vicinity,  he  said  they  were  good  citizens,  each  one  of  whom 
1  but  one  wife,  paid  his  bills  and  kept  out  of  jail. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Bassett,  of  Blencoe,  Iowa,  was  asked  to  speak,  but  declined, 
1  Mr.  A.  L  Bassett,  of  Cleveland,  reported  for  the  Ohio  members  of  the 
lily.  A  bright  address  was  also  made  by  another  Mr.  Bassett,  who  urged 
present  to  help  make  the  Association  one  of  position  and  strength. 

After  the  speeches  the  reunion  was  closed  by  the  singing  of  "America" 
5  the  Doxology. 

During  the  afternoon  there  was  a  large  picture  taken  of  the  dinner 
ties  and  guests  by  Leopold,  who  had  photographs  developed  and  mounted 
•  inspection  before  the  close  of  the  reunion. 

On  the  piazza  was  the  register  of  the  family,  plentifully  filled  with  auto- 
iphs.    Tt  was  a  test  of  bravery,  especially  for  the  feminine  Bassetts,  to 

out  the  register  as  required,  as  not  only  the  name  and  residence  was 
juired,  but  the  date  and  place  of  birth.  However,  a  glance  down  the 
te  line  found  no  vacant  places. 


FIRST  REUNION  IX  AMERICA. 

SSETT5    FROM    MANY    STATES    GATHER     AT    SAVIN     ROCK — A     HAPPY,  MEMORIAL 
OCCASION" — BANQUET   AND    POST-PRANDIAL    SPEECHES  —  ALL  DESCENDANTS 
OF   WILLI  A  M    BASSETT — NAME   MORE    THAN    1,000   YEARS  OLD  — 
CONSPICUOUS   AMONG   THE   PILGRIMS— THOSE  PRESENT. 

|  Journal  and  Courier,  of  Neio  Have?i,  Conn.,  Sept.  JO,  l8gj.\ 

About  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  representatives  of  the  fifty-four 
ousand  descendants  of  William  Bassett  met  in  reunion  yesterday  aftcr- 
>on  at  Hills' Homestead,  Savin  Rock.  They  came  from  as  far  away 
Michigan,  and  delegations  were  present  from  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New 
rsey,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and  New  York.  The  greater  part  of 
em,  however,  were  from  Connecticut. 

They  were  an  eminently  intelligent  and  prosperous  looking  company  of 
en  and  women.  There  were  doctors,  clergymen,  judges,  lawyers,  bankers, 
id  many  prominent  business  men  and  leading  citizens  among  them.  '1  heir 
^es  ranged  from  little  children  all  the  way  to  the  patriarch  of  the  reunion, 
r.  John  \Y.  Bassett,  of  Seymour,  who  has  passed  his  ninetieth  birthday. 

It  was  the  first  reunion  of  the  family  in  America— or  as  Xewcomb  M. 
assett  expressed  it — "  the  first  reunion  in  6co  years."  The  prime  mover  m 
ie  affair  was  the  secretary  and  historian,  Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour, 
c  has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  make  the  first  gathering  of  the  family 


ecess,  and  yesterday  his  hopes  were  more  than  realized.  He  was  ably 
.tided  in  his  efforts  by  the  Reunion  Committee,  which  consisted  of 
srs.  W.  S.  Downs,  of  Derby;  Neweomb  M.  Bassett  and  George  Bassett,  of 
;  Haven. 

The  dinner  was  served  outdoors  on  the  lawn  and  verandas  under  a 
V'as  covering".  It  was  an  ideal  dining  place  for  so  large  a  company 
;uch  a  genial  and  pleasant  day  as  yesterday.  There  was  a  big  overflow, 
ch  the  caterer  took  care  of  nicely  on  the  verandas. 

The  short  informal  social  meeting  just  before  dinner  was  a  happy 
nee  to  get  acquainted,  and  the  cousins  improved  the  opportunity.  Most 
hem  had  not  seen  most  everybody  else  before,  but  the  family  arrinity 
taken  for  granted  and  mutual  introductions  on  all  sides  soon  put  every- 
perfectly  at  ease.  On  arrival  each  person  registered  and  secured 
nner  ticket,  which  was  in  turn  exchanged  for  a  badge  bearing  on  it  the 
;  of  arms  and  seal  of  the  Bassetts.  The  dinner  was  excellent  and  the 
a  air  and  salt  breezes  whetted  the  appetite,  making  the  repast  all  the 
•e  delectable.  Music  was  furnished  unexpectedly  by  the  appearance  on 
scene  of  an  itinerant  piano  on  wheels,  which  for  some  time  rilled  the  air 
i  the  popular  airs  of  a  year  ago.  A  photograph  of  the  entire  gathering 
;ed  at  the  tables  was  taken,  and  the  proof  which  was  shown  afterward 
,  a  very  good  one. 

After  the  banquet  a  welcoming  speech  was  made  by  Chairman  Downs 
he  Reunion  Committee.  Historian  Frank  G.  Bassett  then  read  an  inter- 
ng  history  of  the  family.  He  was  repeatedly  applauded  as  he  eulogized 
sterling  qualities  of  the  early  Bassetts  and  recounted  their  deeds  of  valor 

worth}'  achievements.  And  the  family  has  in  very  truth  an  enviable 
:ory.  The  name  is  over  1,000  years  old  and  is  glorious  with  Pilgrim 
relations.     William  Bassett,  armorer  and  blacksmith,  was  a  member  of 

colonv  of  persecuted  Englishmen  who  fled  to  Levden  in  Holland  for 
science  sake.     After  the  refugees  had  remained  there  half  a  dozen  years 

Mayflower  sailed  for  America  with  102  souls.  Some  of  those  who 
lained  in  Holland  determined  to  follow  in  1621,  and  secured  the  good  ship 
lime,  a  vessel  of  only  55  tons.  They  came  unannounced  and  caused 
at  excitement  among  the  Plymouth  settlers  when  they  hove  in  sight.  In 
tan  Indian  runner  of  the  Xauset  tribe  came  running  into  the  Plymouth 
dement  on  the  19th  of  November,  1621,  with  the  startling  tidings  that  a 
p  was  trying  lor  a  landing  along  the  coast.  The  settlers  were  greatly 
rwed,  fearing  the  visitor  might  be  a  French  man-of-war,  as  England  and 
mce  were  then  at  war.  They,  therefore,  made  immediate  and  hurried 
parations  for  defense,  calling  out  all  the  men  and  posting  the  boys 
dad  to  aid  as  far  as  they  might  be  able  in  loading  and  priming  guns, 
ey  mounted  the  cannon  and  watched  the  black  hull  as  it  approached, 
ughty  Captain  Miles  Standish  was  in  command,  and  Governor  Carver 
tinted  to  a  place  of  vantage  and  with  his  precious  spyglass  in  hand 
ntinized  the  stranger  with  bated  breath.  The  Indian's  surmise  proved 
iect.  The  vessel  was  indeed  making  for  Plymouth  harbor.  As  a  signal 
1  to  test  the  new-comers'  intentions  the  big  cannon  was  tired,  and  when 
'  sound  of  its  booming  reached  the  ship  the  flag  of  old  England  was  flung 
the  breeze.    The  colonists  greeted  it  with  lusty  cheers  and  their  fears 
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were  changed  to  joy,  for  they  were  sure  that  the  Fortune  carried  supplies  for 
them  and  friends  to  join  them  in  the  far  away  kind. 

"William  Bassett,  ist,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  were  two  of  the  Fortune's 
company,  and  a  much  welcomed  addition  to  the  Plymouth  colony.  He  was 
an  educated  man,  as  was  afterwards  evinced  by  the  fine  library  he  left:  a 
devout  and  earnest  man  of  strong  and  clear  convictions  and  fearless  in 
adhering  to  them  all  his  life.  His  name  is  on  the  earliest  list  of  freemen, 
made  in  1633.  Fie  was  a  volunteer  in  the  military  company  raised  in  1637  to 
assist  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  in  the  Pequot  war.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  commission  that  laid  out  the  bounds  of  the  town  of 
Duxbury,  and  moreover  ho  was  prominent  for  six  years  as  a  representative 
to  the  Old  Colony  court.  In  fact  he  was  in  many  ways  prominent  in 
the  politics  of  the  Massachusetts  colony,  a  respected  and  highly  regarded 
member  of  that  commonwealth. 

He  had  a  son,  William  Bassett.  2d,  who  was  a  worthy  son  of  a  good  and 
great  father.  He,  William,  2d,  in  turn  had  a  son  on  whom  he  also  bestowed 
the  name  of  William.  Indeed,  the  head  of  the  fourth  generation  was  also 
a  sturdy  descendant  of  the  same  given  name.  Then  came  John,  the  son  of 
William,  4th,  and  Abigail  Bassett.  He  was  bom  April  n,  1716,  and  in  1742 
took  unto  himself  in  Sandwich,  Mass..  as  wife,  Mercy,  the  daughter  of  Wii- 
liam  and  Bathsheba  Newcomb.  George  F.  Newcomb  was  one  of  the  New- 
comb  family  into  which  this  fohn  married.  And  it  is  from  this  intermarriage 
that  Newcomb  Mendall  Bassett  gets  his  name. 

John's  son  was  named  Thomas.  Then  came  Newcomb,  2d,  and  Samuel, 
all  of  them  worthy  men  and  sturdy  citizens  of  old-fashioned  probity  and 
uprightness;  pioneers  in  all  that  looked  toward  advancement  in  the  varied 
interests  of  life.  So  all  the  way  through  the  genealogy  of  the  Bassett 
family  and  its  intermarriages.  Among  the  great  American  families  that 
have  thus  mingled  by  intermarriage  with  the  Bassetts,  there  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Bournes,  the  Newcombs,  the  Iialletts,  the  Skiffs,  the  Burts,  the 
Chipmans,  the  Tilleys,  the  Swifts,  the  llincklcys,  and,  of  course,  the 
Smiths. 

Among  the  illustrious  Bassetts  it  would  he  unpardonable  neglect  not  to 
mention  Richard  Bassett,  signer  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  United  States  Senator  from  Delaware,  and  as  such,  one  of  the  first  to 
urge  the  removal  of  the  capital  of  the  country  to  Washington.  President 
William  Henry  Harrison  was  a  Bassett  on  his  mother's  side;  and  so  is  ex- 
Ambassador  Thomas  F.  Bayard. 

After  Historian  Bassetts  reading  there  were  informal  speeches  by  rep- 
resentatives from  all  sections  of  the  country  represented  at  the  reunion 
The  speeches  were  of  a  high  order,  witty,  humorous  and  pointed.  It  was  a 
genuine  pleasure  to  listen  to  them,  and  every  speaker  was  sure  of  having 
the  audience  with  him.  Those  win;  responded  were:  Messrs.  Abbott  Bas- 
sett, A.  L.  Bassett,  I.  Austin  Bassett,  Rev.  Wayland  G.  Bassett,  Judge  W.  G. 
Bassett,  Harris  W.  Bassett,  W.  D.  Bassett,  Samuel  Bassett,  Jay  Bassett,  S.  B. 
Thorpe  and  Judge  Livingston  W.  Cleaveland. 

It  was  practically  decided  to  have  next  year's  reunion  in  the  form  of  a 
pilgrimage  to  Plymouth,  Mass.  The  Reunion  Committee  is  to  be  appointed 
by  the  officers  of  the  Family  Association. 


A  hearty  triple  cheer  of  thanks  was  given  by  all  assembled  for  Secretary 
and  Historian  Frank  G.  Bassett.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  and  is  beloved 
bv  all  of  his  many  cousins. 

Great  amusement  and  interest  was  kindled  by  the  speech  of  one  of  the 
Boston  consins  when  he  proposed  that  the  Bassett  family  name  their  choice 
for  next  President  of  the  United  States.  A.  L.  Bassett,  of  Cleveland,  ()., 
because  of  his  general  good-fellowship,  and  because  he  hails  from  the  presi- 
dential vState,  was  unanimously  chosen. 

The  reunion  closed  with  the  singing  of  "Praise  God,  from  whom  all 
blessings  flow." 
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^^HE  second  reunion  of  the  Bassett  Family  Association  of  America 
^(•i3    was  held  at  the  Samcset  House,  Plymouth,  Mass.,  September  16, 
1S98.    Dinner  was  served  to  ninety  members  of  the  Association 
and  their  friends.    After  the  board  was  cleared,  the  post-prandial 
rcises  were  entered  upon.    At  the  request  of  President  Dickerman  M. 
;sett,  Mr.  Abbot  Bassett,  of  Boston,  acted  in  the  dual  capacity  of  presid- 
officer  and  toastmaster. 

Toastmastcr. —  Is  Mr.  Bassett  in  the  room  ? 

Many  Voices. — Yes!  yes! 

foastmaster. — If  that  be  so,  lie  is  requested  to  come  to  order  and  to  per- 
de  his  wife,  \\\>  sister  and  his  aunt  to  do  likewise. 

Our  President  is  a  very  bashful  man.  So  bashful,  in  fact,  that  he  can't 
ve  speech  past  the  blushes  on  his  cheeks  when  lie  rises  to  speak.  He 
ked  about  him  to  find  a  man  who  was  a  stranger  to  diffidence  and  he 
nks  he  found  him  in  me.    That  is  why  I  am  here. 

This  is  a  joyful  occasion.  Good  Mother  Nature  has  given  us  a  beauti- 
day,  the  skies  shine  brightly  upon  us,  and  the  earth  has  put  on  its  mantle 
green,  dotted  with  the  gorgeous  golden  rod  of  autumn.  In  the  grand 
aphony  of  our  rejoicing  we  hear  no  discordant  note.  We  are  here  in  the 
rit  of  pure  patriotism.  The  generally  accepted  definition  of  patriotism 
ove  of  country,  but  to  my  mind  the  word  has  a  broader  and  a  more  com- 
hensive  meaning.  It  is  a  love  that  includes  not  only  one's  country,  but 
hilar  scenes  and  places,  congenial  friends,  home  and  its  institutions,  and 
feci  to-day  that  it  embraces  pride  of  race  and  family.  Like  a  man's  love 
a  woman,  patriotism,  may  be  true  or  false,  ennobling  or  degrading,  salu- 
y  or  ruinous,  according  as  the  object  be  worthy  or  unworthy. 

The  Bassetts  have  much  to  be  proud  of  in  what  is  known  of  their  ances- 

and  they  have  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of.  The  best  blood  of  England 
vs  in  Bassett  veins,  and  the  pages  of  English  history  contain  much  that 
is  of  worthy  deeds  and  grand  achievement  on  the  pail  of  those  who  bear 

name. 

We  are  all  here  for  purposes  of  our  own.  Some  of  you  come  with  well 
ablished  lines  of  ancestry  leading  back  to  William  of  Plymouth,  to  Wa- 
rn of  Lynn,  or  to  John  of  New  Haven,  and  your  bosom  swells  with  pride 
von  point  to  the  record.    Others,  like  myself,  go  back  to  grandmothers 

at  all  remote,  and  we  are  here  to  establish  a  record  if  it  be  possible. 
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I  am  in  serious  trouble  myself,  and  I  am  looking  for  aid  from  this  asso- 
ciation to  get  me  out  of  it.  On  the  one  hand,  the  Abbott  family  comes  at  me 
and  says:  'What  are  you  parading  about  with  but  one  T  for?  Take  more 
T  and  be  a  true  Abbott.'  I  suggest  to  them  that  the  Abbots  who  lived  in 
monasteries  a  long  time  ago  were  frugal  of  T,  and,  moreover,  I  find  that 
there  was  an  Abbot  (one  T)  Bassett  who  lived  in  England  as  far  back  as 
1-21.  And  then  the  Lynn  Bassets  come  at  me  and  tell  me  that  I  have  too 
many  Ts  in  my  last  name,  and  they  say:  "  Emulate  the  example  of  the 
colonial  fathers  and  throw  the  extra  T  overboard." 

My  struggle  with  the  two  Ts  reminds  me  of  the  story  of  the  Irishman 
who  served  on  a  jury. 

Mike. — Pat,  I  hear  ye  do  be  doin'  jury  work.    Do  it  be  hard  work? 

Pat. — Sometimes  it  do  be  hard,  and  sometimes  it  doon't.  When  wan  of 
the  people  is  Irish  we  know  phat  to  do,  but  when  the  two  o'  dem  be  Irish 
we  have  the  divil's  own  time  decidin'. 

If  this  association  does  no  more  than  get  me  out  of  the  T  business  it 
will  have  paid  me  well  to  join  it.  I  am  a  man  without  a  pedigree  that  is 
worth  talking  about.  My  pedigree  is  not  yet  out  of  swaddling  clothes  and 
I  am  carefully  nursing  it  in  hope  that  it  may  grow.  Some  of  you,  if  not  all, 
have  been  fishing,  and  you  know  what  a  delicious  moment  it  is  when  you 
feel  a  big  fish  nibble  at  the  bait.  There  are  people  who  will  hold  a  line 
overboard  a  whole  day  in  anticipation  of  the  delicious  moment,  and  often 
their  whole  pleasure  is  in  the  expectation.  I  had  a  nibble  at  my  pedigree 
the  other  day,  and  I  experienced  a  delight  somewhat  like  the  fisherman's. 
In  correspondence  relating  to  this  meeting  I  found  a  lady  in  my  line.  We 
go  back  four  generations  and  meet  in  a  common  grandmother.  I  am 
encouraged.  From  this  nibble  I  expect  to  go  on,  and  one  day  land  a  pedi- 
gree which  I  shall  be  proud  of. 

And  now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  is  quite  time  for  you  to  be  welcomed. 
It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  introduce  to  you  Mr.  I.  Austin  Bassett,  of 
Boston,  who  will  extend  to  you  the  right  hand  of  fellowship. 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

By  I.  Austin  Bassett,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

"In  Novembe1',  about  ye  time  twelfe  month  that  them  selves  came,  ther 
came  in  a  small  ship  to  them  unexpected  or  loked  for  in  which  came  Mr. 
Cushman  (so  much  spoken  of  before)  and  with  him  35  persons  to  remaine 
and  live  in  ye  plantation;  which  did  not  a  little  rejoyce  them.  And  they 
when  they  came  a  shore  and  found  all  well,  and  saw  plenty  of  retails  in 
every  house  were  no  less  glade.  For  most  of  them  were  lusty  younge  men, 
and  many  of  them  wild  enough,  who  little  considered  whither  or  aboute 
what  they  wante,  till  they  come  into  ye  harbore  at  Cap  Cocld  and  ther  saw 
nothing  but  a  naked  and  barren  place.  They  then  begane  to  thinke  what 
what  should  become  of  them,  if  the  people  here  were  dead  or  cut  of  by  ye 
Indiens.    They  begane  to  consulte  (upon  some  speedies  that  some  of  ye  sea- 
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ien  had  cast  out)  to  take  ye  sayle  from  ye  yeard  lest  ye  ship  should  gett  away 
ad  leave  them  ther.  But  ye  in1'  hereing  of  it,  gave  them  good  words,  and 
mid  them  if  any  thing  but  well  should  have  befallene  ye  people  hear,  he 
3ped  he  had  vitails  enough  to  carry  them  to  Virginia,  and  whilst  he  had  a 
itt  they  should  have  their  parte;  which  gave  them  good  satisfaction.  So 
iey  were  all  landed:  but  there  was  not  so  much  as  bisket-cake  or  any  other 
ictials  for  them,  neither  had  they  any  beding,  but  some  sory  things  they 
ad  in  their  cabins,  nor  pot,  nor  pan,  to  drese  any  meate  in;  nor  overmany 
loaths,  for  many  of  them  had  brusht  away  their  coats  and  cloaks  at 
limoth  as  they  came.  But  ther  was  sent  over  some  burching-lane  suits  in 
-'ship,  out  of  which  they  were  supplied.  The  plantation  was  glad  of  this 
Idition  of  strength,  but  could  have  wished  that  many  of  them  had  been  of 
iter  condition,  and  all  of  them  beter  furnished  with  provissions;  but 
could  not  be  helpte."  Such  is  the  record  of  the  welcome  to  the  first  Bas- 
te who  arrived  in  the  good  ship  Fortune  on  the  9th  of  November,  162 1,  as 
ven  in  "Bradford's  History  of  Plimoth  Plantations."  Cold  and  hungry, 
poverty  and  want,  they  were  gladly,  affectionately  welcomed  by  the  rem- 
mt  of  a  little  band  who  in  one  short  year  have  buried  half  their  number, 
veling  the  graves  over  their  loved  ones,  to  conceal  their  weakness  from 
e  hostile  Indians,  yet  bravely  happy  and  contented;  in  the  words  of  Wil- 
im  Hilton,  one  of  the  passengers  on  the  Fortune,  "all  these  good  things 
3  have,  of  which  and  of  what  we  list  in  their  seasons  for  taking.  Our 
unpany  arc  for  most  part  very  religious,  honest  people;  the  word  of  God 
acerely  taught  us  every  Sabbath;  so  that  I  know  not  anything  a  contented 
md  can  here  want." 

It  is  extremely  pleasant  for  me  to  be  called  upon  to  welcome  you  all  to 
is  historic,  this  sacred  spot,  this  September  afternoon;  a  lineal  descendant 
John  of  New  Haven,  the  seventh  in  a  line,  four  of  whom  were  born, 
/ed  and  died,  in  Connecticut,  while  three  have  made  Massachusetts  their 
ime;  born  within  a  few  miles  of  the  harbor  where  the  Mayflower  and  the 
>rttine  first  cast  anchor,  just  across  the  bay  from  Plymouth,  I  feel  that  I 
ay  consider  myself  as  almost  a  connecting  link  between  the  Bassetts  of 
assachusctrs  and  those  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  whether  they  elect  to 
ell  their  names  with  a  single  or  double  terminal.  What  an  hour  is  this  in 
e  history  of  the  Bassetts.  For  the  first  time  in  277  years  representatives 
all  lines  of  the  Bassett  family  have  been  invited  to  meet  together  to  do 
'nor  to  the  first  of  their  name  who  landed  upon  the  shore  of  the  new 
)rld.  Would  that  I  could  find  language  to  lift  you  to  the  inspiration  of 
e  hour.  What  memories  the  holy  associations  with  which  we  are  sur- 
anded  awaken.  The  beautiful  bay,  unchanged  as  when  it  reflected  the 
irs  upon  its  icy  bosom  that  first  cold  November  night  spent  by  William 
d  Elizabeth,  not  far  from  the  place  where  we  are  now  gathered.  Would 
at  we  could  identify  the  spot,  that  we  might  linger  a  moment  and  fly  in 
ncy  backward  through  the  cycles  that  have  vanished. 

Plymouth  Rock:   Iconoclasts  have  tried  in  vain  to  dispute  the  accuracy 
:ts  historic  interest. 

•  Burial  Hill!  where  stood  the  first  fort  and  meeting  house,  its  site  dis- 
ictly  marked,  and  where  a  few  handfuls  of  dust  alone  remain  of  Governor 
adtord  and  family,  John  Howland  and  wife,  and  others  of  the  old  heroes. 
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No  stone  marks  the  grave  of  one  of  those  who  came  in  the  ship  Fortune, 
sceptitig  that  of  Thomas  Custom  an,  who  for  forty-three  years  was  Ruling 
lder.  The  site  on  which  the  Cushman  monument  stands  is  the  identical  spot 
elected  for  the  burial  place  of  Elder  Cushman,  by  his  bereaved  friends  and 
feligious  associates. 

Pilgrim  Hall!  The  day  could  be  spent  among  its  interesting  memorials, 
ictures  and  portraits,  a  chair  of  Governor  Carver's,  Miles  Standish's  sword, 
•on  pot  and  pewter  dish.  The  gun  barrel  with  which  King  Philip  was 
illed.    Numberless  other  relics  of  great  historic  value. 

Cole's  Hill  is  an  open  green  spot  fronting  the  harbor,  a  short  distance  above 
'orefather's  Rock,  commanding  a  beautiful  view  of  the  ocean  and  highlands 
y  which  the  bay  is  encircled.  It  was  the  first  burial  ground  of  the  Pilgrims, 
itoout  fifty  of  those  who  came  in  the  Mayflower  were  buried  on  this  spot, 
ear  the  foot  of  Middle  street.  Among  them  were  Governor  Carver,  William 
Vhite,  Rose  Standi sh,  the  wife  of  Captain  Standish;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
idWard  Winslow;  Christopher  Martin,  John  and  Edward  Tilley,  Thomas 
Rogers;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Isaac  Allerton. 

The  spot  where  the  remains  were  found  is  now  level,  but  was  originally 
slope,  which  was  filled  up  for  the  purpose  of  a  road.  A  foot  and  a  half 
>eneath  the  surface  a  stratum  of  black  soil  was  exposed,  overlying  the 
)ones,  and  confirming  the  tradition  that  the  place  had  been  cultivated  by 
he  Pilgrims.  The  bodies  had  been  buried  in  a  horizontal  position,  with  the 
leads  to  the  west,  and  lying  upon  their  backs.  Xo  traces  of  coffins  were 
'ound — a  circumstance,  considering  the  period  of  the  interment,  casting  no 
loubt  upon  the  identity  of  the  remains,  as  the  absence  of  heads,  pipes, 
irrow-heads,  etc.,  rendered  it  certain  that  they  were  not  those  of  Indians. 

Before  you  go  to  your  homes  to-night  visit  the  Doten  house,  on  Sand- 
wich street,  built  in  [660,  the  oldest  house  in  Plymouth.  This  house  is 
doubly  interesting  t<>  us  by  its  antiquity  and  the  marriage  of  a  descendant 
of  the  Dotens  into  the  family  of  the  Bassetts. 

Contrast  the  welcome  given  William,  by  the  fifty  survivors  of  the  May- 
flower, with  this  day's  greeting.  Contrast  the  "  Welcome,  Englishmen,"  from 
the  lips  of  Samoset,  the  uncivilized,  with  the  welcome  we  have  received 
from  mine  host  Maynard  of  this  Samoset.  Neither  hungry  or  cold,  wanting 
naught  for  our  bodily  comfort,  we  look  with  grateful  pride  upon  those  who, 
for  our  sakes,  suffered  and  were  strong,  laying  the  foundations  of  this  great 
republic.  I  welcome  you  to  an  emulation  of  their  heroism  for  principle, 
their  loyalty  to  truth,  their  consecration  to  righteousness  and  justice. 

I  welcome  you  all  to  the  amenities  of  this  occasion.  I  welcome  you  to 
this  kindly  and  cordial  exchange  of  fraternal  greeting.  As  a  citizen  of 
Massachusetts,  I  welcome  you  to  this  Mecca  of  all  patriotic  Americans.  It 
was  my  privilege  to  say,  a  year  and  a  week  ago  to-day,  at  the  first  reunion 
at  New  Haven:  "Let  me  suggest  that  we  make  a  pilgrimage  to  Plymouth, 
Massachusetts,  and  there,  on  the  historic  rock,  our  eyes  looking  out  upon 
the  beautiful  bay,  beneath  whose  blue  waters  the  anchor  of  the  good  ship 
Fortune  made  the  plunge,  holding  fast  to  the  shores  of  the  new  world,  cele- 
brate the  landing  of  our  Pilgrim  Fathers.  The  pleasure  that  I  have  in  the 
realization  of  my  expressed  wish  is  deep  and  sincere.  That  you  all  have 
alreadv,  and  may.  until  the  setting  of  the  sun,  experience,  to  the  full,  your 
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'ondest  anticipation  of  this  hour,  and  may  carry  away  memories  that  shall 
)e  filled  with  unalloyed  pleasure,  and  shall  never  fade,  is  my  greeting  to 
■cm  all. 

Toastmaster — Now  we  will  have  a  little  business,  and  I  am  going  to  ask 
he  Treasurer  what  he  has  done  with  all  the  money  he  has  received. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  then  read. 

1.  E.  P.  Saxford,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  The  Bassett  Family  Association. 

897.  Dr 

?ept.  9.    To  balance,     -  §  71.59 

898. 

Sept.  14.    Received  from  the  Secretary  for  Membership  Fees, 

etc.,   -------  119.10 

  $190.^9 
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3ct.     13.    By  paid  W.  C.  Sharpe,  printing,     -  -  -    3  24-5° 

Dec.     21.        "        Postage  for  Secretary,  -  31.00 

898. 

March  19.  "  Printing  reports,  -  119.70 
Sept.    14.  Engrossing  certificates,  -  -  -  6.93 

  $182.13 

Balance  in  treasury,     -  -  -  8. 56 

C.  E.  P.  Saxford,  Treasurer. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Sept.  14,  1898. 

Toastmasler — Well,  it  seems  that  we  have  got  something,  after  all.  We 
haven't  much  money,  but  we  have  a  very  good  deficit.  TheBassetts  always 
pay  their  bills,  and  before  we  go  home  to-night  we  must  wipe  out  that 
record. 

I  told  you  before  that  I  was  a  man  without  a  pedigree.  Now,  a  pedigree 
is  a  good  thing  to  have  in  the  house.  I  want  to  get  one  through  this  asso- 
ciation, if  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  harmonize  my  domestic  relations. 
My  wife  has  a  pedigree  eighteen  carat  fine,  all  wool  and  a  yard  wide.  When 
we  come  down  to  Plymouth  she  stands  on  Plymouth  Rock  and  tells  me  she 
goes  back  to  the  Mayflower  on  both  sides  of  her  house,  and  again,  when  the 
Fourth  of  July  comes  around,  and  the  booming  of  cannon,  the  snap  of  the 
racker  and  the  sky-searching  rocket,  reminds  us  that  we  are  a  free  and 
happy  people,  she  points  the  cold,  unmoving  finger  of  scorn  at  me  and  says: 
My  ancestors  fought  in  the  Revolution."  It's  hard  work  keeping  the 
family  in  balance  when  the  pedigree  is  all  on  one  side.  Now,  we  have  come 
down  here  to  see  what  we  can  do.  We  brought  her  pedigree  in  a  freight 
car  and  mine  in  my  vest  pocket. 

But,  speaking  of  pedigrees,  we  have  a  man  with  us  to-day  who  has  a 
pedigree  to  be  proud  of.  He  has  fifty-six  grandmothers  that  he  can  call  by- 
name, and  he  is  going  to  look  over  his  collection  and  see  if  he  can't  share 
one  of  them  with  me.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  introducing  Mr.  David  H. 
Brown,  of  Boston,  who  will  tell  you  of  the  great  value  a  grandmother  has 
on  one's  ancestral  tree. 
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ADDRESS  BY  DAVID  H.  BROWN,  OF  WEST  MEDFORD,  MASS. 


,]/;-.  Premdc?it: 

As  the  young"  lady  said,  kkThis  is  so  sudden."  I  am  glad,  however,  to 
express  my  pleasure  in  being  here  to-day  to  do  honor  to  our  Bassett  ances- 
:ors. 

I  am  a  lineal  descendant  of  William  Bassett,  of  the  Fortune,  but  I  am 
Dbliged  to  go  back  six  generations  before  I  can  claim  an  ancestor  of .  the  Bas- 
sett name.  Ruth  Bassett,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  a  granddaughter  of 
William  Bassett,  was  one  of  my  great -great-great-great-grandmothers.  If 
[had  not  traced  my  maternal  ancestral  lines  I  should  not  have  known  that 
[  was  a  Bassett,  and  if  we  do  not  carefully  look  up  our  grandmothers  and 
ind  out  their  full  family  names,  and  ascertain  their  lineage,  we  cannot  know 
;owhat  families  of  the  founders  of  Xew  England  we  belong.  I  lost  a  grand- 
notber  a  few  weeks  since,  and,  paradoxical  as  it  may  seem,  she  had  been 
iead  two  hundred  years.  Like  many  other  descendants  of  Joseph  Bassett, 
[  supposed  that  Martha  Hobart,  of  Hingham,  was  Joseph  Bassett's  first  and 
3nly  wife.  From  the  probate  records  at  East  Cambridge,  I  recently  ascer- 
tained that  my  ancestor,  Ruth  (Bassett)  Whittemore,  was  born  in  i6;-i,and  by 
the  diary  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Hobart,  of  Hingham,  I  found  that  Joseph  Bas- 
sett and  Martha  Hobart  were  married  in  1677.  Martha  was,  therefore,  a 
second  wife,  and  Ruth  and  her  twin  sister,  Lydia,  and  without  doubt  their 
brothers,  Joseph  and  William,  were  children  of  the  first  wife. 

I  am,  therefore,  in  search  of  a  grandmother,  and  I  invite  others  who 
belong  to  this  branch  of  the  family  to  assist  me  in  trying  to  ascertain  the 
full  family  name  and  lineage  of  the  first  wife  of  Joseph  Bassett,  the  son  of 
William  Bassett,  of  Plymouth. 

The  object  of  this  association  should  commend  itself  to  all  of  the  Bas- 
sett name  and  blood.  We  should  try  to  widen  the  circle  by  tracing  the  line- 
age of  the  different  branches  of  the  family  and  assist  our  honored  Secretary 
and  historian  in  endeavoring  to  ascertain  the  relation  of  the  different  early 
Bassett  settlers  to  each  other.  We  arc  under  very  great  obligations  to  him 
for  his  unremitting  zeal  and  successful  efforts,  but  much  remains  to  be 
done. 

William  Bassett  was  one  of  the  brave  souls  who  stood  for  religious  lib- 
erty in  Holland  and  in  Xew  Plymouth.  Circumstances  did  not  allow  him  to 
sign  the  immortal  com -pact  in  the  Mayflower,  but  he  came  to  Plymouth  in 
the  darkest  days  of  her  history,  and  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  those 
who  had  survived  the  deadly  perils  of  the  first  winter.  He  lived  in  Ply- 
mouth seventeen  years,  his  house  being  on  the  west  side  of  Main  street, 
some  400  feet  north  of  the  Samoset  House,  where  we  are  now  assembled. 

The  bounds  of  Plymouth  soon  became  too  narrow  for  the  increasing 
colonists,  and  they  started  new  towns  and  extended  their  interests  and 
business  enterprises  along  the  coasts  and  into  the  interior. 

About  1638  William  Bassett  removed  to  Duxbury  and  assisted  Miles 
Standish,  John  Alden  and  others  in  building  up  that  settlement.  In  1652  he 
became  one  of  the  founders  of  Bridgewater  and  was  one  of  the  largest  land 
proprietors  of  that  town.    According  to  the  records  of  the  Colony  he  was  a 


cputy  to  the  General  Court  for  several  years.  He  also  filled  various  town 
cesand  was  a  member  of  Capt.  Miles  Standish's  military  company.  The 
selts  have  been  among  the  founders  of  towns  and  states.  They  have 
n  patriotic  citizens,  shouldering-  their  muskets  for  the  common  defense 
ill  the  wars  from  the  earliest  days.  They  have  stood  for  liberty  and  jus- 
;  temperance,  religion  and  education. 

May  we  be  worthy  descendants  of  our  patriotic  ancestors  and  show  the 
ne  devotion  to  duty  that  they  exhibited. 

Toastmastcr. — One  other  little  matter  of  business  it  will  be  necessary  for 
to  transact  to-day,  and  that  is  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year, 
link  the  best  way  to  expedite  the  business  will  be  to  select  a  committee 
retire  and  nominate  a  list  of  officers  to  be  voted  for.  I  will  appoint  on 
Lt committee  Mr.  J.  Gardner  Bassett,  of  Bridgewater.  Mr.  John  I.  Bassett,  of 
ston,  and  as  this  association  always  recognizes  the  ladies  in  its  delibera- 
ns,  I  will  give  them  their  legal  third  and  appoint  Mrs.  Joel  E.  Bassett,  of 
Tth  Haven.  Our  meeting  to-day  would  not  accomplish  its  purpose  did  we 
t  have  the  historical  address.  We  appreciate  very  highly  the  work  of  our 
;torian,  and  we  are  gratified  that  he  is  willing  to  give  us  so  much  of  his 
ie  and  endeavor  in  looking  up  records  and  in  historical  research.  We  hope 
finds  compensation  for  his  work  in  the  satisfaction  which  he  derives  in 
uilts  obtained.  1  have  no  need  to  introduce  him,  for  every  one  knows 
ank  G.  Bassett. 

HISTORICAL  ADDRESS. 
By  Fraxk  G.  Bassett,  the  Historian  of  the  Association. 

My  Dear  Kinsmen: — In  my  report  of  last  year  I  mentioned  the  houses 
Drayton,  Sapeote,  Umbcrleigh  and  Tehidy,  as  being  presided  over  by 
embers  of  the  Bassett  family.  I  wish  now  to  extend  the  list  as  follows, 
z.:  Hedrington,  Hedcnden,  Weldon,  Wycombe,  Colton,  Hedington,  Bucks, 
issington,  Eredborough,  Chedle,  Blore,  Schidy  and  Buckingham. 

In  the  Conquerors  Survey.  Thurstan,  the  Norman,  held  six  hides  of  land 
.  Drayton  county,  Stafford.  Ralph  his  son  was  Justice  of  all  England, 
hich  fact  I  stated  in  my  report  of  last  year.  I  have  been  trying  to  find 
hether  Ralph  was  Thurstan's  only  child,  but  thus  far  my  labors  have  been 
i  vain,  yet  I  trust  we  may  be  able  to  discover  the  true  facts  in  the  near 
i  tu  re. 

I  have  found  the  following  names  who  were  without  doubt  children  of 
alph  Bassett,  viz.:  Thurstan,  Thomas,  Richard,  Nicholas  and  Gilbert. 

Ralph  Bassett  was  evidently  a  Norman  by  birth;  he  was  raised  to  the 
arony  of  Welden,  in  Northamptonshire,  by  Henry  I.,  and  had  large  poses- 
ions  in  the  Midland  Counties,  and  was  invested  with  great  power  under 
Icnry  I.  There  may  be  some  doubt  as  to  whether  the  four  sons  that  I  have 
mentioned  were  his  only  children. 

His  son  Richard  succeeded  him  to  the  barony  of  Welden,  in  Northamp- 
onshire,  and  from  a  very  early  period  in  Richards  life  he  was  attached  to 
h«  courts  and  assisted  in  the  administration  of  justice.  He  married  Matilda, 
laughter  of  Sir  Godfrey  Ridel. 
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Richard  and  his  wife  gave  freely  from  their  wealth  for  the  support  of 
the  Christian  religion.  The  historian  states  that  they  built  no  less  than 
fifteen  churches,  some  of  which  they  endowed.  Their  sons  were  Godfrey, 
Ralph  and  William.  Their  son  Godfrey  assumed  his  mother's  maiden  name 
of  Ridel. 

Richard's  son  Ralph  was  Lord  of  Drayton,  in  Staffordshire.  It  is  be- 
lieved by  some  of  the  historians  that  William  Bassett,  who  was  Justice  of 
England  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  was  a  direct  descendant  of  this  Ralph. 
He  was  raised  to  the  bench  of  Common  Pleas,  October  28,  1357,  which  court 
he  exchanged  for  that  of  the  King's  Bench. 

Richard's  son  William  was  Lord  of  Sapcote  in  Leicestershire.  William 
was  Justice  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II.,  he  was  Justice  itinerant  from  116S  to 
1 180,  and  in  that  time  he  acted  in  no  less  than  twen+y-four  counties.  He 
died  about  1 184.  William  had  at  least  three  children,  viz :  Simon,  Ralph 
and  a  daughter.    William  was  succeeded  to  the  barony  by  his  son  Simon. 

From  this  William  some  of  the  Bassetts  in  this  country  claim  to  descend, 
but  I  have  not  found  anything  in  my  search  that  would  justify  their  claim. 
His  son  Simon  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Armel,  of  Hadden  in 
the  Peak,  he  was  Justice  itinerant  in  the  reign  of  Richard  I.,  1 197.  He  died, 
and  I  have  found  no  mention  in  my  search  of  any  descendants.  He  was 
succeeded  in  the  barony  by  his  brother  Ralph.  Ralph  died  about  1217,  leav- 
ing two  daughters,  since  which  time  the  house  of  Sapcote  has  not  been  pre- 
sided over  by  a  Bassett  by  name.  These  facts  lead  me  to  the  conclusion 
that  as  there  were  no  male  decendants  from  Ralph,  the  last  of  the  barons  of 
Sapcote  by  the  name  of  Bassett,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  to  be 
living  to-day  descendants  of  this  branch  of  the  family,  by  the  name  of  Bas- 
sett. 

A  record  of  a  William  Bassett  has  been  found  by  some  recent  writers, 
who  state  that  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  he  was  a  son  of  Simon  Bassett. 
The  reason  given  for  the  above  statement  is  that  Simon  Bassett's  widow  gave 
to  her  son  William  the  barony  of  Buckingham  and  also  landed  posessions  in 
Leicester,  Derby,  Lincoln  and  Stafford  counties.  These  gifts  were  con- 
firmed by  Henry  HI.,  when  he  (William)  acknowledged  his  fealty  to  the 
King.  He  was  itinerant  Justice  for  Leicester,  Derby,  Lincoln,  Stafford, 
Warwickshire  and  Nottingham.    He  died  about  1249. 

This  same  writer  states  that  he  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew,  Robert 
Bassett.  Now,  he  must  have  had  a  brother  in  order  to  have  had  a  nephew. 
Now,  that  being  the  case,  why  was  it  that  Simon's  sons  did  not  succeed  to  the 
barony  of  Sapcote,  instead  of  Ralph,  Simon's  brother  ?  The  claims  of  our 
friends  need  a  little  more  investigation  and  stronger  evidence  produced  to 
sustain  their  claim,  before  we  can  accept  it  as  an  unimpeachable  fact. 

I  would  state  here  that  I  was  informed  that  the  majority  of  the  Bassetts 
in  the  United  States  were  descendants  from  the  Sapcote  branch  of  the 
family,  and  I  in  turn  communicated  the  above  statement  toothers,  believing 
it  to  be  correct.  Since  our  last  reunion  I  have  made  some  investigation  in 
English  history  which  has  convinced  me  of  my  error.  In  my  opinion  it  is 
better  for  us  not  to  make  any  claim  until  we  can  confirm  it  with  evidence 
of  which  there  is  no  reasonable  doubt.  Our  descent,  without  doubt,  is  from 
some  of  those  early  and  prominent  Bassetts  of  England,  but  which  branch 
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I  do  not  believe  we  are  in  a  position  at  this  time  to  state  without  a  posibility 
of  impeachment.  Let  us  continue  our  investigation  and  ascertain  for  our- 
selves the  true  facts  in  the  case,  then  that  which  is  now  in  darkness  will  be- 
come as  clear  as  day. 

Gilbert,  another  son  of  Ralph,  had  a  son  Thomas,  who  married  Alice, 
daughter  of  Sir  de  Dustanville,  and  had  the  following-  children,  viz.:  Gilbert, 
(Thomas,  Alan,  and  a  daughter,  who  married  Albert  de  Grette. 

Thomas  was  lord  of  the  house  of  Hedendon,  which  was  given  him  by 
King  Henry  II.  for  his  military  service  which  he  rendered  in  the  interest  of 
| the  King.  Thomas  died  about  1 182  and  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son 
Lxilbert,  who  had  one  son,  who  died,  leaving  an  only  daughter.  She  married 
Richard  de  Granville.  This  Gilbert  founded  the  Priory  of  Burcester  or 
Bicester,  in  Oxfordshire.  After  his  death  the  barony  of  Hedendon  re- 
verted to  his  younger  brother  Thomas,  who  was  Justice  on  the  King's  Bench 
(Henry  II.,  1262).    Thomas  died  about  1264. 

Alan,  the  youngest  son  of  Thomas  and  Alice  (de  Dustanville)  Basset t, 
was  a  justice  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  He  was  the  sixth  in  that  family 
who  is  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  justice.  His 
children  so  far  as  known  were,  Gilbert,  Fulk  and  Philip.  He  was  Baron  of 
Wycombe. 

His  eldest  son  Gilbert,  who  should  have  succeeded  his  father  as  Baron  of 
Wycombe,  died  1240,  leaving  an  only  son,  who  soon  followed  his  father  to 
the  grave. 

Alan's  second  son,  Fulk,  was  Bishop  of  London  and  died  1258,  without 
iiss.ue. 

After  Alan's  death  King  Henry  III.  appointed  his  youngest  son  Philip, 
vvho  was  Chief  Justice  of  England,  to  the  Barony  of  Wycombe,  1262.  And 
from  my  investigations  I  believe  we  have  a  better  claim  to  a  descent  from 
this  branch  of  the  family  than  from  the  Sapcote  branch.  I  will  continue 
my  investigations  on  this  line  and  report  to  you  my  findings  later. 

THE  AMERICAN  BASSETTS. 

During  the  year,  in  our  search  for  facts,  we  have  found  the  following 
Bassetts,  who  have  located  in  this  country,  in  addition  to  those  given  in  my 
report  of  last  year,  as  follows:  Edward   Bassett.  a  ship  carpenter,  who 

married   Breed,  and  from  him  descended  our  kinsman.  Abbot  Bassett, 

who  has  so  kindly  and  ably  assisted  in  arranging  for  this  reunion. 

Also,  a  Benjamin  Bassett,  who  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and 
removed  to  this  country  in  1S15.  He  married  Elizabeth  Heughet.  He  and 
his  wife  came  in  a  sailing  vessel.  The  voyage  was  a  very  rough  and  stormy 
one.  It  occupied  two  months  and  two  days  from  England  to  New  York, 
and  after  a  few  years'  residence  in  this  country  he  became  blind  and  died  in 
1824.  He  had  the  following  children:  John,  William  and  Wilson  T.  John 
became  a  prosperous  farmer  at  Garrattsville,  Otsego  County,  New  York, 
where  he  died  a  few  years  ago.  William  was  a  physician  and  practiced  at 
Binghamton,  New  York.  Wilson  T.  is  also  a  practicing  physician.  His 
residence  is  at  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.    During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  he 
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:d  the  soldiers  and  their  families  free  of  ctiarge.  He  is  a  member  of 
Itsego  Medical  Society  and  also  a  prominent  member  of  the  State  Medi- 
.ciety  of  New  York.  He  married  Mary  Augusta,  daughter  of  William 
[arriet  Ostrander,  of  Albany,  New  York,  April  12,  1835. 

Wilson  T.  was  born  Feb.  2,  1821,  at  New  Lisbon,  N.  Y. 

Harriet       "       "     March  28,  1825;  died  Feb.  26,  1893. 

CHILDREN. 

1  Liston  B.,  Emma  Hortense,  and  M.  Imogene. 

[r.  W.  W.  Kellogg  writes  me  that  he  found  in  the  merchant  tailors' 
1  the  following  entry:  George  Bassett,  a  merchant,  gave  five  shillings 
I ds  the  honorable  plantation  in  Virginia,  April  29,  1609.  The  colony  of 
nia  was  founded  May  13,  1607,  by  105  persons,  sent  out  by  a  London 
my  under  Christopher  North.  This  would  make  George  Bassett  over 
ji  vears  earlier  in  this  country  than  William,  of  the  Fortune,  if  the  state- 
1  can  be  verified. 

here  are  others  in  this  country,  but  the  data  I  have  of  them  is  so 
re  that  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  speaking  of  them  at  any  length  at  this 

L  record  published  by  the  Rev.  Ii.  M.  Dexter,  translated  from  the 
ds  of  the  city  of  Leyden,  Holland: 

ithe  19th  of  March,  1611,  were  affianced  William  Bassett  from  Sandwich, 
ind,  the  widower  of  Cecelia  Leigh t,  accompaned  by  Roger  Wilson  and 
am  Brewster,  his  friends,  and  Margaret  Butler,  a  young  maid  (never 
e  married)  from  Norwich,  England,  accompaned  by  Anna  Fuller  and 
Leslie,  her  acquaintances.  The  bride  died  before  the  third  reading, 
records  of  St.  Peter's  church  record  the  interment  of  Maggie  Butler 
>ril  9,  161 1 .)  On  the  29th  day  of  July,  1611,  were  affianced,  and  on 
st  13,  161  1,  were  married.  William  Bassett,  an  Englishman,  and  widower 
celia  Leight,  accompaned  by  Roger  Wilson  and  Edward  Southworth, 
iends,  and  Margaret  Oldham,  a  young  maid  from  England,  accompanied 
ybra  Pauties  and  Elizabeth  Neil,  her  acquaintances. 
Jut  when  and  where  he  married  Elizabeth  Tilden,  or  when  or  where 
ia  Leight  and  Margaret  Oldham  died,  I  have  no  knowledge.  The  last 
and  testament  of  William  Bassett  exhibited  to  the  Court  holden  at 
outh,  the  first  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1667,  on  the  oaths  of  William  Brett 
ohn  Carey. 

'he  third  of  the  second  month,  A.  D.  1667,  the  last  will  and  testament 
ilUam  Bassett,  being  weak  and  sick,  and  having  spoken  to  his  wife  and 
Wife,  I  must  leave  thee,  but  I  shall  leave  thee  with  the  Lord.  If  God 
engthened  out  my  life  it  might  have  been  that  thou  migthest  have 
more  comfortably  provided  for.  But  it  being  demanded  of  him  by  one 
was  acquainted  with  his  mind  about  disposing  of  his  estate,  whether 
1  ind  was  as  formerly,  that  he  would  give  his  movable  goods,  with  his 
els  to  his  wife.  Answer.  Yes,  it  was  his  mind,  and  that  she  should  have 
ousc  and  grounds,  till  she  died,  if  she  married  not,  and  then  he  would 
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Ull  it  to  his  son,  William's  son  (his  grandson),  and  his  tools  to  his  son 
Joseph.    And  being  demanded  about  his  books  which  he  formerly  took  care 
.bout,  answered,  he  could  not  now  do  it. 
To  satisfy  as  soon  as  we  may. 

Present  then  with  him  we  have  set  our  hands  as  witnesses  to  the  above 
writing  so  far  as  we  know. 

Witness  hereunto:  William  Brett. 

John  Carey. 

Plymouth,  ss.,  May  10,  1672.  The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the  old 
I'olony  record  of  will  book,  2,  part  2,  page  37. 

William  Bassett  first  settled  in  Plymouth,  then  in  Duxburv,  from  which 
jovvn  he  was  deputy  to  the  General  Court  in  i64o-'43-'44-'45  and  '48.  He 
/as  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Bridgewater,  and  among  the  first 
ettlers  of  that  town,  where  he  died  1667.  He  was  very  useful  in  the  early 
ettlcmcnt  of  the  Colony,  and  was  a  member  of  the  land  committee  who 
tendered  very  important  service  to  the  Colony. 

His  name  is  included  in  the  list  of  purchasers  (or  old  comers,  as  they 
.re  called)  subjoined  to  the  records  of  December  1,  1640,  and  was  rated 
.mong  the  highest  on  the  tax  list. 

Most  of  the  records  that  have  been  found  states  he  was  a  blacksmith  by 
rade,  while  one  or  two  have  credited  him  with  being  a  mason.  But  from 
ny  research  I  am  convinced  that  his  business  was  blacksmithing,  for  the 
eason  that  I  find  recorded  in  the  records  the  fact  that  the  tools  of  and 
implements  of  iron  used  by  the  settlers  were  taken  to  William  Bassett  for 
,epairs,  and  on  one  occasion  he  was  lined  by  the  General  Court  for  neglect- 
ing to  repair  the  firearms  in  proper  time,  which  fact  might  indicate  he  was 
[  gunsmith. 

It  is  stated  that  he  owned  the  largest  library  of  any  of  the  Colonists. 

William,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Tilden)  Bassett,  married  Mary, 
laughter  of  Hugh  Burt,  of  Lynn.  William  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
uindwich,  which  town  he  represented  in  the  General  Court  at  Plymouth, 
lie  died  1670,  leaving  two  children,  viz.:  Mary,  born  May  21,  1654,  who  had 
or  a  guardian  Major  Winslow,  who  was  subsequently  Governor  of  the 
✓olony. 

William,  born  1656,  and  had  for  guardian  Mr.  Hinkley,  who  was  also 
jovernor  of  the  Colony. 

Mary  married  John  Redding,  August  22,  1676. 
William  married  Rachel  Willison,  of  Taunton. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Tilden)  Bassett,  married 
Thomas  Burgiss,  fr.,  from  whom  she  was  divorced  about  1654,  and  it  is 
tated  by  some  that  she  married  for  her  second  husband  a  William  Hatch. 

At  this  time  I  am  unable  to  state  whether  Elizabeth  had  any  children 
>r  not. 

Nathaniel,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Tilden)  Bassett,  married  for 
lis  first  wife  Mary  (or  Dorcas),  daughter  of  John  Joyce,  of  Yarmouth,  and 
or  his  second  wife  he  married  Hannah  . 
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ed  January  16,  17 10. 

jcond  wife,  Hannah,  died  1709. 

yitl  was  dated  January  10,  1709-10,  and  witnessed  by  the  Rev. 
•eenleaf,  Experience  Ryder  and  his  nephew,  Col.  William  Bassett. 
lildren,  I  believe  to  be  all  by  his  first  wife  were,  as  follows: 

born  ;  married  Thomas  Mulford  of  Truso,  Oct.  28,  1600. 

miel,  born   ;  married  Joannah  Borden,  Dec.  16,  1695,  and  located 

i,  Conn. 

h,  born  ;  married  (1)  Susannah  Hawes  ;  (2)  Thankful  Hallett. 

born  . 

el,  born  . 

ah,  born   ;  married   Covell. 

^  born  ;  married  Nickerson. 

111,  born  . 

is,  born  1676;  died  June  9,  1707,  aged  31  years. 

im,  born        ;  married  Martha  Godfrey,  Feb.  10,  17  10. 

h,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Tilden)  Bassett,  married  for  his 

ed  for  his  second  wife  Martha,  daughter  of  Edmond  Hobert,  of 
,  October/  677. 

2  that  he  was  twice  married  for  the  reason  that  it  would  be  impos- 
1  is  children  to  be  married  at  the  date  given,  if  they  were  children 
,]  Hobert.  1  also  have  records  which  have  been  sent  to  me  by 
its  of  Lydia  and  Ruth,  his  daughters,  that  indicate  that  they  were 
;een  the  years  1670  and  1673,  from  four  to  six  years  before  he 
.lartha  Hobert.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  Jeremiah  was  the  only 
Martha  Hobert. 

h  died  1712.  After  his  death,  his  widow  (Martha  Hobert)  and  his 
•emoved  from  Bridge  water  to  Norton,  where  she  died  March  14, 

CHILDREN. 

h,  born  ;  married  Bethiah  Eaton,  Nov.  5,  169 1. 

im,  born  ;  married  (1)  Sarah  Sweetland,  1^03;  (2)  Mary  Bump. 

ban,  born  ;  married  Mary  Hill,  1702. 

(  born  ;  married  Daniel  Whittimore,  1692. 

born  ;  married  John  Whittimore. 

liah,  born  ;  married  Mary  Felch. 

...  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Tilden)  Bassett,  married 
White,  and  it  is  said  that  her  third  child,  Jonathan,  was  the 
if  the  White  family  at  Yarmouth. 

lames  of  all  of  her  children  I  have  not  been  able  to  secure, 
daughter  of  William  and   Elizabeth   (Tilden)   Bassett,  married 
cf  Francis  Sprague.    John  was  killed  at  the  fight  of  Pawtucket  in 
ip's  war,  March  26,  1676. 

had  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  the  historian  states  that 
-•sons  located  at  Lebanon,  Conn. 

who  is  given  by  many  of  the  historians  as  one  of  the  daughters 
n  and  Elizabeth  (Tilden)  Bassett,  is  doubted  by  Mr.  Arthur  H. 
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feassett,  who  has  made  quite  an  extensive  search  of  the  records  at  Bridge- 
kiter,  Duxburyand  Plymouth.  He  is  of  the  opinion  that  there  was  no  Jane 
hat  lived  to  maturity.  It  is  also  stated  that  Jane  married  a  Thomas  Gil- 
ert.  Mr.  Arthur  H.  Bassett  made  an  examination  of  the  record  that  con- 
tained the  marriage  of  Mr.  Thomas  Gilbert,  and  he  found  that  the  name  of 
he  lady  that  he  married  was  spelled  Rossetter,  not  Bassett.  This  matter  I 
/ill  leave  for  further  investigation. 

William,  of  Lynn,  who  is  believed  to  be  the  William  who  came  on  the 
Ihip  Abigail,  1635,  at  nine  years  of  age,  is  mentioned  in  the  records  of  Lynn 
n  1640.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  was  elected  selectman,  or  prudential  man,  as 
jhe  office  was  called  at  that  time,  in  167S.  He  was  elected  collector  of  taxes 
n  1679;  quartermaster  in  1680.  He  was  one  of  the  persons  chosen  for 
i.rranging  the  deed  of  purchase  of  Lynn  from  the  Indians,  September  4, 
'686  (see  History  of  Lynn,  p.  49).  He  was  in  the  swamp  light  with  Captain 
Joseph  Gardiner,  February  29,  1675,  and  for  his  services  the  General  Court 
rave  him  a  grant  of  land. 

William,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Burt)  Bassett,  married  Sarah  Hood, 
October  29,  1675,  ailt^  nac^  children  as  follows  : 

I  Sarah,  born  Dec.  6,  1676  ;  married  (1)  Joseph  or  Nathan  Griffin,  June 
1 3,  1696;  (2)    Xewbold. 

William,  born  Oct.  2,  1678;  married  Rebecca  Berry,  Nov.  4,  1703. 

Mary,  born  June  13,  1680;  married  (1)  Andrew  Geamess,  Feb.  15,  1706; 
2)   Hill. 

John,  born  Sept.  8,  1682;  married 

Hannah,  born  Feb.  2,  1685;  married  John  Estes,  Feb.  15,  1705-6,  of  Salem. 
Ruth,  born  March  16,  1689;  married  Abraham  Allen,  Jan.  6,  17 13,  of 
tfarblehead. 

Joseph,  born  Dec.  15,  1692-3;  lost  at  sea. 

Deliverance,  born  Aug.  2,  1695;  married  Samuel  Breed,  June  25,  1719-20. 
Settled  at  Xahant. 

Abigail,  married  Samuel  Ailing,  1728. 

Elisha,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Burt)  Bassett,  married  Elizabeth  . 

He  removed  from  Lynn  with  his  family  to  Pelesgrove,  Salem  County, 
\Te\v  Jersey,  in  1691. 

CHILDREN. 

Zebedee,  born  1680;  married  Rachel  . 

Elisha,  born  April  21,  1682;  married  Abigail  Elizabeth  Davis. 

William,  born  1685;  married  Rebecca  . 

Benjamin,  born  1686-7;  probably  died  unmarried. 
Hannah,  born  Dec.  15,  1689. 

Elizabeth,  born  April  25,  1691;  married  Peter  Keene. 
Daniel,  born  Oct.  20.  1694;  married  Mary  Lawrence. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Burt)  Bassett.  married  for 
ler  first  husband  John  Proctor,  who  was  executed  for  witchcraft. 

She  married  for  her  second  husband    Richards. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Burt)  Bassett,  married  Thomas 
Ewell,  November  23,  1675,  and  removed  to  Salem,  New  Jersey,  where  some 
)f  her  descendants  live  at  the  present  time. 
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Rebecca,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Burt)  Bassett).  I  have  no  record. 
John,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Burt)  Bassett.    We  have  no  positive 
ormation  about  him. 

Mr.  W.  W.    Kellogg,  of  Newtonville,  found  a  record  at  Marblehead 
ich  leads  us  to  think  that  the  John  Basset  mentioned  in  the  record  at 
rblehead  was  John,  the  son  of  AVilliam,  of  Lynn.    The  records  state  that 
ohn  Bassett  married  Charity  Curtiss,  November  26,  17 12.    Now,  whether 
s  was  John,  son  of  William,  Sr.,  of  Lynn,  or  whether  it  was  John,  son  of 
lilliam,  Jr.,  whose  wife  was  Sarah  Hood.    This  John  was  born  September  8, 
I2  ;  he  would  have  been  thirty  years  of  age  ;  while  John,  son  of  William 
,L)rnn,  would  have  been  fifty-nine  years  of  age  November  26,  1712,  the 
[ie  Charity  Curtiss  was  married. 

Mr.  Kellogg  also  found  a  will  of  a  John  Bassett,  dated  1735,  an^  in  this 
11  he  mentioned  his  children  as  follows  : 


John, 

William, 

Michael, 

Sarah, 

Miriam 

Deborah, 

Abigail, 

Hannah, 


born 


married 


-  Fortune. 

-  Fryer. 

-  Andrews. 

-  Andrews. 

-  Pierce. 


The  will  was  witnessed  by  Simon  Proctor. 

Sarah  Proctor. 
Francis  Bowden. 

You  will  remember  that  Elizabeth,  sister  of  John  Bassett,  married  John 
octor,  who  was  executed  for  witchcraft.  Now,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
ssibly  Simon  and  Sarah  Proctor  were  children  of  Elizabeth.  You  will 
;o  observe  that  his  oldest  son  is  William,  his  oldest  daughter  is  Sarah, 
terrier  grandmother,  Sarah  Burt.  His  second  daughter  is  Miriam,  after 
other  sister.  These  facts  will  assist  us  in  establishing  the  fact  that  John 
issett  who  made  the  will,  and  John  son  of  William,  of  Lynn,  are  one  and 
e  same  person.  Now,  I  trust,  if  there  are  any  here  to-day — any  who 
scene!  from  the  Marblehead  Bassetts— that  they  will  take  it  upon  them- 
lves  to  search  the  records  and  unravel  the  mystery. 

Miriam,  Mary,  Hannah,  Samuel  and  Rachel,  children  of  William,  of 
nn,  I  have  no  record  except  that  which  I  gave  in  the  report  of  last  year. 

Thomas  Bassett.  who  located  and  died  at  Fairfield,  Conn.,  had  a  son 
lomas,  who  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Baldwin,  of  Milford,  Conn., 
here  he  located. 

CHILDREN. 


John,  born 
Josiah,  " 
Mercy.  " 
Abigail,  " 
Sarah,  " 
Thomas," 

lerusha,  " 


1688; 
1690 

1695 
1697 
1699 

1701 


married  Mary 


Alice  Canfield,  April  25,  17 17. 
Azaiah  Canfield,  Feb.  27,  17 19. 

Walter  Lewis,  Nov.,  17 28. 
Sarah  Pearson,  Aug.  24,  1727. 
Anne  Burwell,  a  widow. 
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They  were  all  baptized  in  the  old  Plymouth  Church  at  Milford,  Conn., 
October  24,  1703. 

John  Bassett,  who  located  at  New  Haven.  Conn.,  with  his  son  Robert 
jnd  wife  Margrey,  came  from  Boston  to  Xew  Haven  with  one  Eustice,  who 
ad  secured  employment  for  him  with  Mr.  Goodyear,  but  on  arriving  at 
tew  Haven,  John  was  found  to  be  too  old  and  feeble  to  do  the  work  that 
Ir.  Goodyear  wanted  done;  he  was  therefore  thrown  upon  his  own  resources, 
!nd  we  find  him  employed  in  repairing  the  old  church  building-,  and  at 
tie  fort  mounting'  the  cannon. 

He  died,  February  15,  1653. 

Margrey  died  1^56. 

John's  will  was  dated  at  New  Haven,  Conn.  He  gave  his  property  to 
is  wife  during  her  life,  and  at  her  death  it  went  to  their  son  Robert,  who 
-as  at  that  time  residing  at  Stamford,  Conn. 

The  will  was  witnessed  by  Richard  Miles  and  John  Harimon. 

Robert,  son  of  John  and  Margrey  Bassett,  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade; 
e  is  better  known  in  history  as  Robert  Bassett  the  drummer.  He  seemed 
d  be  a  man  with  a  mind  of  his  own,  and  when  he  saw  anything  he  thought 
tight  to  be  done,  he  did  it  without  asking  the  consent  of  anyone.  This 
impendence  of  his  caused  him  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  On  one  occasion 
lie  General  Court  ordered  him  to  place  a  ladder  upon  his  house,  which  he 
ifused  to  do,  and  was  accordingly  fined.  At  another  time  we  find  him  rais- 
lg  an  army  for  the  purpose  of  driving  the  Dutch  out  who  had  taken  pos- 
sssion  of  the  western  part  of  Connecticut,  for  which  act  he  was  arrested, 
ut  subsequently  released  on  a  bond.  And  while  a  resident  at  Stamford 
here  was  an  electors'  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of  electing  deputies  to 
le  General  Court  at  Xew  Haven.  The  law  of  the  New  Haven  colony  de- 
:  ied  the  right  of  franchise  to  all  who  were  not  members  of  the  established 
hiirch  of  the  colony.  Robert  appeared  to  be  one  of  those  who  was  not  a 
nember  of  the  Church,  and  was  therefore  denied  the  right  to  vote,  although 
taxpayer.  Me  appeared  at  this  meeting  and  demanded  to  know  what  the 
lieeting  was  for.  (hi  being  informed  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
eputies  to  the  General  Court  at  Xew  Haven,  Robert  then  said,  in  sub- 
tance  :  We  know  no  Xew  Haven  court  or  its  laws.  We  only  know  the  laws 
f  England,  which  we  are  willing  to  obey.  They  give  us  the  right  to  vote, 
'nd  we  now  demand  our  rights.  The  laws  of  the  Xew  Haven  court  are  laws 
f  tyranny,  not  laws  of  right  and  justice.  Give  us  our  votes  which  we  have 
right  as  taxpayers  to  demand.  We  are  mere  donkeys  for  fools  to  ride,  and 
ur  backs  are  wellnigh  broken.  You  make  laws  when  you  please  and  what 
011  please  ;  yon  lay  what  rates  you  please  and  give  what  reasons  you  please. 
Ve  are  bondsmen  and  slaves,  and  there  will  be  no  better  times  for  us  until 
ur  taskmasters  are  well  out  of  the  way. 

The  record  states  that  he  was  arrested  and  convicted  of  insubordination 
nd  imprisoned  over  the  powder  house  for  thirty  days.  The  records  also 
tate  that  he  apologized,  and  was  liberated. 

After  his  liberation  he  was  appointed  drum  major.  He  was  the  only 
ian  in  the  Xew  Haven  colony  that  there  is  a  record  of  as  holding  office 
bat  was  not  a  member  of  the  established  Church. 
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i The  records  state  that  the  plea  he  made  in  his  behalf  was  the  most  elo- 
nt  ever  heard  in  the  court. 

He  removed  from  Stamford,  Conn.,  to  Hemstead,  Long  Island,  where  he 
I  about  1670. 

'His  children,  as  far  as  known,  were: 

John,  born  1638,  died  at  Milford,  Conn.;  unmarried. 

Robert,  born  1640;  married  Elizabeth  Riggs,  and  located  at  Stratford, 
n. 

Elizabeth,  born  1642;  married  Isaac  Finch,  Jan.  S,  1658;  resided  at  Stam- 
i,  Conn. 

Mary,  born  March  8,  1649;  died  March  17,  1649. 

Having"  now  called  your  attention  to  some  of  the  leading  or  early 
1  ers  of  the  family,  and  occupations  and  various  relations  and  stations  in 
:  and  as  a  whole  they  have  been  an  eminently  respectable  people,  hardy, 
f  and  enduring;  many  have  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  one  hundred  years 
in  ore. 

As  citizens  they  have  been  peaceable,  law-abiding,  lovers  and  promoters 
'rood  order,  and  interest  in  the  general  welfare.  Black  sheep  have  been 
J;  among  them.  They  have  been  intelligent,  self-respecting,  fairly  edu- 
Id,  and  not  a  few  have  sought  the  advantages  of  college  training  in  the 
x  institutions. 

Though  not  given  to  office-seeking,  they  have  been  frequently  sought 
for  positions  of  trust.    In  these  positions  they  have  discharged  their 

)Onsibility  with  conscientious  fidelity,  and  have  shown  themselves  to  be 
messed  of  efficiency  and  ability.  They  have  been  preeminently  patri- 
.,  responding  promptly  when  their  country  has  called,  and  in  every  case 

Liitted  themselves  with  great  credit. 

In  view  of  all  these,  we  should  be  inspired  with  a  new  and  lasting  inter- 
im whatever  pertains  to  the  history  of  our  family — a  kind  of  Gulf  Stream 

IS  in  the  great  ocean  of  humanity  about  us;  in  the  forthcoming  work  of 
1  genealogy  this  ought  to  make  us,  as  members  of  this  great  family,  desir- 
1  that  every  item  or  data  pertaining  to  the  family  should  be  recorded,  but 

annot  be  done  without  each  member  does  their  part.  And  when  every 
it  is  gathered  and  placed  in  its  proper  place  we  may  rejoice  in  the  fact 

t  this  great  family  is  again  united  under  one  cover. 

Now  when  I  look  upon  the  assembly  of  Bassetts,  my  mind  goes  back  to 
.Ham  Bassett,  who  landed  on  this  beautiful  shore  276  years  ago.    I  am 

tnpted  to  believe,  that  could  he  come  back  to-day,  and  behold  his  chil- 

n,  he  would  fold  them  with  a  just  pride  to  his  breast,  and  with  a  pater- 
■  love  crown  you  with  the  benediction  of  peace. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Historian's  address,  Mr.  J.  Gardner  Bassett  pre- 
yed the  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee. 

Mr.  Bassett : — The  committee  nominated  to  appoint  officers  for  the  ensu- 
'  year  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  report.  We  have  thought  it  best 
but  a  man  in  nomination  for  President  who  has  several  qualifications  for 
I  Office.  In  the  first  place,  he  comes  from  Boston,  where  there  are  many 
•  •setts  who  arc  indifferent  to  our  association,  and  I  hope  that  he  may 

iken  an  interest  among  them;  in  the  second  place,  he  is  possessed  of  the 
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Jiress  and  the  ability  required  of  a  presiding  officer:  and  in  the  third 
[|e,  we  hope  the  position  will  help  him  to  brush  up  his  pedigree.  We  offer 
I  following: 

President. 


Aiu;ot  Bassett, 

Boston,  Mass. 

i  ut    x  resident* . 

'\    T  TTT  TXT                \  CCFT'I1 

1.    AL'SIIN    JjAbbLl  I, 

Boston,  Mass. 

nOMKR    I.    DAbbt.  1  1, 

Water  bury,  Conn. 

Samuel  A.  Bassett,  - 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Arthur  H.  Bassett, 

-  Barre,  Mass. 

JOHN     |.    JDASSbl  1,  - 

oosion,  Alas:?. 

J.    U                       DAs^L  1  1, 

K  T*  1  /l  1  l"  (  1  T  T  "  '1  fill"          \  f  n  i-  n 

-  01  lei g e \\  ate i ,  _\iubb. 

1     at   I>\r      T-<  \  CCCTT 

J  .    LO.Jii     DA^^r.  1  J  , 

-  W  inslow,  Maine 

J  bUtib    \\  1LL1AAI    Kj.    OAbbhl  1, 

x\ oi  l iidin pion,  Aicibs. 

U  T"  f    1  \  /"\  X7       r-v           1     T-J  I  \  O  O  X? 

uHhl,l/l).\     D.     L  HUKrr,,  - 

IN  OIL  11   lld\  ell,  tOllU. 

7T  T\  \\T  T  XT     1^      T^   icer  T  T1 

VPrr  VnrV  Pi+TT 
iNLW    1  (Jl  K  m\  . 

1 — 1         /             I  -  {  T  r  j-)  t   T>  TT  T~»  HP 

n. .  nuKLiiKRi, 

lV^-\^-  Vm-l-  Pit^- 
INcU     1  Oik  V_^1L\. 

11  AKKhUiN     V V  .    D Abb h.  1  Jl  , 

oaiine,  jikii. 

T  A  V     RixsFTT  - 

Detroit  ATirh 

xx.    1-/.    JjAbbii  1  1 , 

Clcvelcincl,  Oliio. 

uA.MUKL    I).\bbb  1  1  , 

"N*^"o  nr    T-^  1*  1  T"  O  1  n            /^tT  n 

i\  t  w  iji  li  a  in,  v^uiiii. 

v^ARROLL    i  .    DAb^K  1  J  , 

Summit,  In7_  j. 

Tit         r     (          {■*        I  \  i  T>  T>  1?  HP  'P 

J  L  IXj  r.    v^.    r.    DAKKhl  1, 

ri  (Jl  ioi  \  lilt,  \  L. 

i  iw  \  i>  r^k    7  A      T"^  \  ccr:  i1  nr 
H*  I )  \  >  A  K  1 )    U .    JJ  A>Sh  1  1  , 

r  10\  llicllLL,  IN.  1. 

I\i  L'  U'/'/'V  \  T  P        \  1        1  >e   ^  CCTTT 

INKWlOMIi    1VJL.   iJAbbfc,!  I, 

i\  c  \  v  n.a\  in,  v_(jiiii. 

J  Obi  A  11    OAbbfc.  1  1  , 

X  1 1 1  let  LI  (_  1  I  '  11  1  tl,    I  <-l. 

OlDiNh  \    vjr.    DAbbhl  1, 

JT  ()1  L    \  a  1 1c  \  ,  '  i  -I. 

uLOkbK    JDAbbE  J  1,  - 

T  o  n  ir  T   nl'O     T-  1  o 
LilUy  LdKL,   i  Id. 

1 — I          1 4          I  J   \  .  ■    ■  T  HPT 

J  1 .    J  -< .    D  A  bbfc.  1  1  , 

COIUI  dUO  OjJllllgb,  V_UJ. 

Tames  A.  Basset  r, 

ah.  oieiiiiig,  -tv \ . 

I  10.\.    ISAAC    ^N  .  DAbSEll, 

.T\  1  LLIU,  111. 

Judge  John  R.  Bassei  i. 

oil i  iingame,  lvau. 

W.  J.  Bassett, 

Duluth,  Alinn. 

George  J.  Bassett, 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Charles  YV.  Basset  i  . 

-    Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Hi  r  am  Bassett, 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

George  K.  Bassett,  - 

Baltimore,  Aid. 

G  E 0 RG E  C .  G O RHAM, 

\\  ashington,  D.  C. 

F  k  A  X  K   E .  B  A  5  5  E  T  T 

Swath  more.  Pa. 

George  G.  Bassett, 

-     Salem,  X.  J. 

Secretary. 

Frank  G.  Bassett, 

Seymour,  Conn. 

Treasure/-. 

Charles  E.  P.  Sanford, 

-    New  Haven,  Conn. 

Historian. 

F  RANK   G.    Ba>SF.TT,  - 

-    Seymour,  Conn. 

the  meeting  voted  unanimously  for  the  election  of  the  list  as  presented. 


[g 


■ 


President  Bassctt : — I  am  truly  grateful  for  this  unexpected  manifestation 
our  appreciation.  The  honor  comes  to  me  unexpectedly,  because  I 
)inteci  a  committee  composed  of  men  who  knew  me  so  well  that  I 
>ctfed  them  to  hold  that  contempt  which  familiarly  breeds.  I  hare  in 
cl  several  things  which  I  think  we  as  an  association  ought  to  do.  and 
e  I  shall  try  to  carry  out.    I  promise  you  an  energetic  administration 

I  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  meagre  results.  1  do  not  care  to  say  ;::  »re 
i  this,  and  so  1  will  resort  to  the  conventional  and  say  that  I  thank  you 
vour  generous  favor  and  I  will  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  : :  the 

of  my  ability. 

We  often  hear  it  said  that  every  American  can  make  a  speech.  I  think 
nias  must  have  originated  that  remark,  for  it  is  worthy  of  his  record. 
;chmakers  are  rare.  We  all  think  great  thoughts,  but  few  of  us  can 
r  them.  Language  is  the  garb  with  which  we  clothe  our  thoughts, 
esty  keeps  many  great  thoughts  hidden  from  view. 

But  there  is  one  class  of  men  which  has  speeches  always  ready  at  hand, 
•n  a  toastmaster  is  in  search  of  speechmakers  a  clergyman  has  no  rights 
•h  he  is  bound  to  respect.  We  have  with  us  to-day  the  Rev.  Frederick 
assett  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  I  am  going  to  ask  him  to  open  his  bar- 
f  speeches  and  produce  one  of  his  best  ones  for  our  edification. 

DURESS  OF  THE  REV.  FREDERICK  J.  BASSETT,  OF  PROVI- 
DENCE, R.  I. 

Mr.  President  and  Kinsmen:— On  the  theory  that  a  clergyman  can  readily 
n  over  his  barrel  "  and  find  something  to  say  at  any  time  and  upon  any 
ect,  I  am  bidden  by  the  Chairman,  without  special  preparation,  to  rise 
■speak.  It  is  certainly  complimentary  in  him  to  take  for  granted  the 
ession  by  me  of  the  gift  of  extemporaneous  speech,  especially  when  one 
lis  the  familiar  story  of  the  backwoodsman  who,  upon  hearing  an 
mporaneous  sermon  from  a  clergyman  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  said: 
ke  that  preacher.  But  he  is  the  first  one  I  ever  saw  of  those  petticoat 
ws  that  could  shoot  without  a  rest." 

A.  Rhode  Islander  not  by  birth,  but  by  adoption,  it  is  with  much  pleas- 
though  without  surprise,  that  I  have  found  our  family  name  an  honored 
in  that  State.    The  family,  however,  is  not  perhaps  specially  numerous 
But  our  kinsmen  from  adjacent  States,  accustomed  to  make  merry 
ic  expense  of  their  little  neighbor,  would  probably  ask,  "How  could  it 
thenvisc  in  so  diminutive  a  State  as  Rhode  Island,  without  incurring 
langer  of  crowding  somebody  into  the  waters  of  Narragansett  Bay?" 
The  Bassetts  of  Rhode  Island,  if  I  may  speak  for  them,  give  you  greet- 
)n  this  occasion.    There  is  no  need  of  a  prolonged  speech.    The  occa- 
and  the  place  of  our  gathering  are  sufficient  of  themselves  to  suggest 
opriate  reflections.    It  is  good  for  us  to  be  here  to-day.  It  is  wholesome 
helpful  to  visit  this  spot  sacred  to  the  memory  of  our  Puritan  ances- 
It  is  wise  to  cultivate  the  historic  sense.  A  family,  as  well  as  a  nation, 
e,  a  church,  should  value  ''historic  continuity."    To  take  an  interest  in 
Apostolic  succession,  so  to  speak,  in  one's  family  pedigree,  is  an  earnest 
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ind  a  token  of  the  individual's  purpose  to  jealously  guard  and  maintain  the 
lonor  of  the  family  name,  to  be  true  to  its  highest  ideals,  and  to  preserve 
knd  transmit  its  best  traditions  and  traits.  This,  I  take  it,  is  the  meaning 
|ind  the  spirit  of  such  a  gathering-  as  this.  It  is  a  taeit  and  voluntary  pledge 
>f  our  interest  and  concern  in  making  the  records  of  the  Present  the  suit- 
able sequence  of  an  honorable  Past. 

Toastmastcr. — The  hour  is  getting  late  and  we  have  much  to  do  before 
rain  time.  It  is  always  better  to  rise  from  a  feast  a  little  hungry,  and  it  is 
tetter  to  wish  for  more  of  a  thing  than  to  feel  that  we  have  had  too  much. 
iVchave  many  with  us  to-day  who  are  willing  and  ready  to  say  a  word  to 
| is,  but  among  so  many  I  cannot  choose,  and  we  have  not  time  for  them  all. 
Ve  have  had  a  successful  meeting  and  a  joyful  time.  New  friendships  have 
leen  made  and  old  ones  have  been  renewed.  I  think  we  shall  all  feel  that 
|t  has  been  good  for  us  to  have  been  here,  and  that  what  we  have  passed 
hrough  will  whet  our  appetite  for  the  meeting  of  next  year.  1  bid  you. 
ne  and  all,  good  bye,  and  say  to  you  : 

"Good  night,  good  night!  Parting  is  such  sweet  sorrow, 
That  I  shall  say  good  night  till  it  be  morrow." 

The  President  has  since  appointed  the  following  Standing  Committees: 

Reunion  Committee. 

I.  Austin  Bassett,  Dorchester,  Mass. 
Dickerman  M.  Bassett,  Derby,  Conn. 
Charles  F.  Bassett,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

// istorical  Co  mm  it  tee. 

Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  North  Haven,  Conn. 

Arthur  H.  Bassett,  Barre,  Mass. 

Jay  Bassett,  Detroit,  Mich. 

B.  Frank  Leeds,  Hackettstown,  N.  J. 

Rev.  Frederick  J.  Bassett,  Providence,  R.  I. 

H.  C.  Hurlbert,  New  York  City. 

Newcomb  M.  Bassett,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Mrs.  C.  A.  C.  Hadselle,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

Mrs.  Rosalie  Caldwell,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

A  uditing  Com  mi t tee. 

John  I.  Bassett,  Boston,  Mass. 
George  J.  Bassett,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Charles  W.  Bassett,  Allegheny,  Penn. 

Attest: 

Frank  G.  Bassett,  Secretary. 


Seymour,  Conn.,  April  25,  1899. 
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ABBOT  BASSETT,  PRESIDENT. 


'HE  third  reunion  of  the  Bassett  Family  Association  of  America 
was  held  at  Colonial  Park,  Woodmont,  Conn.,  Friday,  September 
8,  1899.  The  dinner  was  served  at  the  Colonial  Inn,  adjoining 
the  Park,  and  the  exercises  were  held  in  the  Connecticut 
Building,  the  chief  feature  of  Colonial  Park,  and  which  was 
emoved  to  its  present  position  at  the  close  of  the  World's  Fair  at  Chicago, 
n  1893.  Although  the  reunion  was  not  the  largest  in  point  of  numbers,  it 
vas  still  a  great  success,  members  of  the  family  being  present  from  many 
listant  States,  and  all  who  attended  were  enthusiastic  in  their  praise  both 
f  the  spot  and  of  the  arrangements.  After  the  dinner  was  served  the  mem- 
>ers  adjourned  to  the  Connecticut  Building,  where  the  following  exercises 
vere  held. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Abbot  Bassett,  of 
Boston,  who  made  the  following  remarks: 


ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


To-day  the  Bassett  family  meets  under  the  most  pleasant  auspices  to 
,dd  one  more  delightful  occasion  to  the  list  of  pleasant  family  gatherings 
hat  it  has  enjoyed.  Let  us  hope  that  it  will  be  no  less  joyful  than  those 
rtiich  have  preceded  it,  and  let  us  one  and  all  lend  our  energy  and  enthusi- 
sm  to  make  it  memorable.  All  nature  smiles  upon  us  and  we  are  privi- 
3ged  to  meet  in  the  open  air,  with  a  delightful  prospect  of  land  and  sea 
tretching  out  before  to  delight  the  eye,  while  our  ear  is  gratified  by  what 
/e  shall  hear. 

Long  years  ago  in  old  Granada,  when,  by  the  triumph  of  Spanish  arms, 
he  ancient  Moors  were  driven  from  their  homes  and  forced  into  exile  across 
he  great  sea,  it  is  related  that  each  householder  locked  the  door  of  his  dwell- 
ing and  put  the  key  in  his  pocket.  He  could  not  believe  that  Allah,  the  doer 
fall  good  things,  would  for  a  long  time  divorce  him  from  the  home  which  was 
d  him  one  of  the  sacred  places  of  earth,  and  he  said  to  himself:  "  Some  day 
will  return  and  once  more  live  surrounded  by  my  household  gods  in  the 
ome  that  I  have  made  for  them,  and  once  more  I  shall  breathe  the  beauti- 
ul  air  of  fair  Andalusia  in  the  valley  that  is  smiled  upon  by  the  Alhambra." 

And  so  with  sorrowing  heart  and  tearful  eyes  he  turned  from  his  door- 
ray  and  went  into  that  long  exile  which  to  this  day  has  known  no  end. 
aid  if  you  should  go  to  Tangiers  or  to  [Morocco  you  would  see  the  keys, 
ronght  from  Granada,  still  hanging  by  the  firesides  in  the  old  Moorish 
wellmgs.  They  are  held  to  be  the  most  precious  of  all  heirlooms,  and  they 
ave  been  handed  down  from  father  to  son  through  centuries.  They  link 
ie  present  to  the  past,  and  teach  the  lesson  of  love  for  the  home  in  a  mail- 
er more  forceful  than  could  be  conveyed  by  the  written  or  spoken  word. 

It  is  a  pretty  story  and  it  appeals  to  us  especially  to-day. 
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Man  builds  four  walls  on  the  earth,  puts  a  roof  above  them  and  lights  a 
■within,  but  it  is  not  yet  his  home.  Home  is  the  place  of  peace  and  good 
Too  many  a  dwelling  place  is  not  of  this  kind. 

Woman  comes  to  the  house  which  man  has  erected,  and  she  glorifies  it 
baking  for  him  the  home  which  his  heart  longs  for. 

There  are  no  three  words  in  the  English  language  more  sacred  than 
e  which  woman  gives  to  us  in  her  three  capacities  of  Mother,  Wife  and 
Jghter.  Happy  is  the  man  who  has  enjoyed  her  in  all  of  these  relations. 
Ipj  is  the  man  who,  amidst  the  sweet  influences  of  the  home  which  a 
J  woman  has  made  for  him,  can  take  her  to  his  heart  of  hearts  and  say 
i  the  poet: 

"  Why  man,  she  is  mine  own! 
And  I  as  rich  in  having  such  a  jewel 
As  twenty  seas,  if  all  their  sands  were  pearls, 
Their  waters  nectar,  and  their  rocks  pure  gold.'' 

,Our  mission  as  an  association  is  to  reach  back  into  the  past  and  elis- 
or, if  we  may,  the  homes  which  have  been  made  and  the  families  which 
fc  been  reared  by  those  who  bear  our  name.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  get 
ther.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  meet  for  work  in  a  common  cause.  In  our 
Jmunion  we  shall  get  to  know  and  esteem  one  another.  We  may 
lange  facts  which  shall  be  gathered  and  interwoven  to  make  a  complete 
le.  We  shall  celebrate  the  past  and  profit  by  its  successes.  And  while 
ire  doing  all,  we  shall  learn  to  know  the  good  that  is  in  ourselves  and 
>y  what  we  may  get  one  from  the  other. 

We  have  come  this  year  to  Connecticut  from  places  remote,  and  from 
es  near  at  hand.  Connecticut  welcomes  us  to  her  hospitality,  and  she 
give  expression  to  her  welcome  through  one  of  her  sons.  I  take  great 
sure  in  introducing  Mr  Samuel  Bassett,  of  Xew  Britain,  who  will  give 
address  of  welcome. 

ADDRESS  OF  SAMUEL  BASSETT. 

President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Distant  Relatives  possibly,  but  Friends  I  feel 
assured : 

Upon  me  devolves  the  pleasant  duty  of  welcoming  you  in  the  name  of 
Bassetts  of  Connecticut  to  the  shores  of  cur  State  once  more.  Surely 
nore  appropriate  spot  could  have  been  selected  than  this,  so  near  the 
les  of  a  large  number  of  our  ancestors,  for  the  doughty  John,  probably 
1  doubt  and  uncertainty  in  his  heart,  entered  the  then  small  hamlet 
ch  proved  to  him  a  haven  and  a  home.  In  this  vicinity  the  irrepressible 
liam,  with  his  "  foole  gunne,"  made  trouble  for  himself  and  doubtless 
others.  No  doubt  during  his  rambles  he  has  trod  this  very  spot  and 
•e  shores  have  resounded  with  the  report  of  that  gun.  This  reminds 
of  an  incident.  When  I  first  settled  in  New  Britain  over  twenty-seven 
\\n  ago,  Squire  < ).  B.  Bassett,  whose  aged  widow  is  with  us  to-day, 
lested  me  to  spend  an  evening  with  him,  as  he  would  like  to  talk  over 
ily  histoiy.  One  of  the  first  questions  he  asked  was,  "  Where  is  that 
?"    [n  surprise  I  asked  him,  "  What  gun?"    He  then  informed  me  that 


was  one  of  the  traditions  of  the  family  that  the  oldest  son  of  the  oldest 
n  was  named  Sam,  and.  to  him  was  committed  the  custody  of  the  family 
tn.    Like  a  flash  it  came  over  me  that  in  my  early  boyhood  days  an  old  great- 

i.  nt  told  me  about  a  gun  which  I  must  always  treasure,  but  unfortunately 
on  afterward  our  family  was  separated,  and  I  thought  no  more  of  the  gun 
itil  the  good  old  squire's  remark.  But  I  digress.  My  province  is  but  to 
ilcome  you,  and  I  beg  the  pardon  of  our  worthy,  able  and  indefatigable 
slorian  for  intruding  on  his  territory.  Would  that  my  duty  had  fallen 
iion  a  more  able  and  eloquent  representative  of  our  name,  but  I  assure 
ill  none  could  be  more  sincere  in  extending  to  you  a  hearty  welcome. 
:ay  th  3  day  prove  so  enjoyable  that  its  memories  will  linger  long  with  you, 
id  may  the  great  spirit  above  bring  you  safely  to  your  homes  and  guard 
id  care  for  you  in  your  various  walks  in  life.    Welcome,  thrice  welcome. 

Tin:  President:  In  the  name  of  and  in  behalf  of  the  Bassett  family  I 
;cept  with  pleasure  the  welcome  that  has  been  conveyed.  We  appreciate 
[3  spirit  of  hospitality  which  prompts  what  has  been  said,  and  we  do  not 
|i»ubt  we  shall  profit  by  our  sojourn  with  your  people.  And  now  we  come 
:  the  principal  paper  in  our  collection,  and  I  commend  it  most  earnestly 
i  your  careful  attention.  There  is  an  old  story  of  the  hod  carrier  who 
rried  bricks  to  the  man  above  who  did  all  the  work.  It  is  for  us  to  carry 
lb  bricks  of  fact  to  our  historian,  who  will  use  them  to  erect  the  structure 
:  history  upon  which  lie  is  working.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  intro- 
:ce  one  who  is  known  to  us  all,  and  so  I  will  simply  call  upon  the  histo- 
:.n  to  tell  us  what  is  new  in  the  line  upon  which  we  are  all  working. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  HISTORIAN. 

In  my  report  of  last  year  I  mentioned  some  of  the  facts  connected  with 
:j  house  of  Sapcote,  and  my  opinion  as  to  the  possibility  of  the  American 
ssetts  being  descendants  of  that  house.  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to 
re  you  a  more  extended  account  of  that  family  at  this  time,  that  you 
:ght  more  fully  understand  the  reasons  that  lead  me  to  the  opinion  that  I 
I Dressed  in  the  report,  and  also  give  you  an  opportunity  to  form  your  own 
delusions  as  to  whether  it  was  possible  for  the  Bassetts  on  this  side  of  the 
;ter  to  be  descendants  of  that  house. 

I  William's  son  (or  grandson  of  Richard;  some  of  the  historians  give  it 

ii,  while  others  give  it  grandson)  settled  in  Sapcote,  and  was  deputy 
iriff  to  his  brother  Ralph,  1163.  In  the  following  year  he  was  justice 
lerant  and  was  sheriff  of  Lincoln  from  1177  to  1184. 

t  William's  son  Simon  succeeded  him  in  the  barony  of  Sapcote.  Simon 
:  rried  a  daughter  of  William  Armel.  Simon's  son  Ralph  married  a 
lighter  of  Robert  de  Chancombe  for  his  first  wife,  and  for  his  second  he 
: rried  Elizabeth  de  Colvill,  sister  of  Edward  de  Colvill.    He  also  suc- 

ded  his  father  in  the  barony  of  Sapcote.    Ralph  was  sheriff  of  Lincoln 

.he  reign  of  Edward. 

The  Earl  of  Warwick  was  made  Chamberlain  of  the  Exchequer.  He 
nointed  Ralph  Bassett  to  act  for  him  in  the  Court  of  Great  Exchequer. 
•  1248  he  went  on  a  pilgrimage  to  St.  James  in  Galecia. 
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In  1258  he  was  commanded  to  attend  the  King-  at  Chester  with  a  large 
ce  to  act  against  the  Welsh,  who  were  committing  outrages  on  the  border. 
1262  he  was  made  Governor  of  Northampton  Castle.    In  1264  he  sided  with 

rebellious  Barons  and  fought  with  them  at  Northampton.    He  was  in 

fight  at  Evesham,  being-  there  opposed  by  his  kinsmen,  who  took  sides 
h  the  King-.    He  was  called  to  Simon  Montfort's  Parliament,  but  he  did 

receive  the  royal  sanction.  But  his  son  Ralph,  by  his  second  wife,  who 
ceeded  him  in  the  barony,  was  summoned  in  1294  to  attend  the  King 
erever  he  should  be,  to  advise  touching  the  "  weighty  affairs  of  the 
aim,"  and  shortly  after  was  ordered  to  Portsmouth,  well  furnished  with 
rse  and  arms,  to  accompany  him  to  Laskney. 

He  died  in  1296,  two  years  after  he  was  called  by  the  King. 

His  son  Ralph,  who  succeeded  him  in  the  baron}r,  was  in  the  wars  in 
3tland,  in  13 10.  In  13 14  he  attended  the  King  with  a  military  force  to 
vv  Castle. 

He  died  1326. 

Simon,  his  son,  married  a  daughter  of  Lord  William  Boteler. 

Ralph,  his  son,  who  succeeded  to  the  barony,  was,  in  1339-40,  with 
ward  III.,  in  the  wars  of  France  and  Flanders. 

In  1346  he  was  with  the  King  at  the  siege  of  Aquillon,  and  in  the  same 
ir  fought  in  the  famous  battle  of  Grecy,  after  which  he  served  at  the 
£e  of  Calais,  and  was  sent  with  Sir  Walter  Manny  to  arrange  the  terms 
surrender  with  the  commander  of  the  garrison. 

In  1359  and  1369  he  was  in  I7 ranee. 

In  1369  the  Manor  of  Balingneld  (Northampton)  was  bequeathed  to  him 
his  relative,  Robert  Colvell;  and  as  he  was  serving  abroad  in  the  interest 
the  King,  the  King  excused  him  from  rendering  homage  on  his  acces- 
n  to  the  Manor. 

In  1372  he  was  again  in  France  with  an  expedition  under  the  Duke  of 
ncaster. 

In  376  he  built  a  chantry  against  the  north  side  of  the  Church  of  Sap- 
e. 

He  died  137S,  leaving  no  sons,  at  which  time  the  title  of  Lord  of  Sap- 
te  became  extinct,  and  the  estate  passed  to  his  daughter,  from  whom 
scended  the  present  Earl  of  Harrington,  Earl  Fitz  William,  Earl  de 
ay,  Earl  Gray  dc  Wilson,  and  many  others. 

These  are  the  facts  as  I  have  found  them  in  the  histories  that  I  have 
d  access  to  in  my  research,  but  it  is  possible  that  there  were  other  sons 
rn  to  that  branch  of  the  family  in  the  various  generations  which  arc  not 
2ntioncd  in  history;  in  that  day  and  time  the  oldest  son  inherited  the 
leand  property  from  whom  the  Bassetts  of  America  might  have  descended. 

I  trust  that  this  question  may  be  solved  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties 
ncerned.    It  is  my  desire  to  see  the  record  traced  back  to  Normandy  in 
unbroken  chain,  the  links  of  which  being  forged  on  the  anvil  of  tacts 
at  no  storm  of  criticism  or  the  torrent  of  research  can  break  one  link. 

I  am  led  to  believe  that  we  can  accomplish  the  forging  of  the  links  of 
cts  into  a  chain  leading  back  to  Normandy  many  years  before  the  Con- 
eror  invaded  England,  from  records  now  existing,  the  correctness  of 
lich  cannot  be  disputed,  and  in  support  of  my  belief  I  will  give  you 
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ne  facts,  found  by  Mrs.  G.  B.  Van  Norman,  of  Chicago,  111.,  entitled  notes 
,m  the  Norman  people. 

Basset,  from  its  ancestor,  Bathet,  or  Baset,  Duke  of  the  Normans  of  the 
ire,  895-905.  He  acquired  Oreilly  Bassett  and  Normanville,  in  912,  and 
d  issue. 

Norman,  father  of  Osmond,  Viscount  of  Vernon,  960.  Hugh  Bassett, 
[est  son  of  Osmond,  was  Baron  of  Chabeau  Bassett,  held  from  the  Abbey 
St.  Denis,  in  the  time  of  Hugh  Capet,  which  barony,  by  his  widow,  went 
the  house  of  Montmorency,  990. 

Tulco  De  Alneto  was  father  of 

1.  Osmond. 

2.  Robert  D'Ouilly,  ancestor  of  the  Doyleys. 

3.  William  de  Lisures,  ancestor  of  the  house  of  Lisures. 

4.  Tulco,  or  Pulcelin  D'Alnet,  ancestor  of  the  Dawnays. 

Osmond  Basset  accompanied  the  Conqueror,  1066,  and  had  issue. 

1.  Hugh  Fitz  Osmond,  ancestor  of  the  family  of  Normanville  and  Bas- 

set of  Normandy. 

2.  Norman,  Sire  de  Montrevel. 

3.  Anchebie  Fitz  Osmond,  ancestor  of  the  Palmers. 

4.  Ralph  Fitz  Osmond,  ancestor  of  the  Lords  of  Drayton. 

5.  Richard  Bassett,  ancestor  of  the  Bassets  of  Devon. 

6.  William  Bassett,  ancestor  of  the  Bassetts  of  Essex  and  Wales. 

D'Oylcy,  a  baronial  family  from  Pont  Dolly,  or  Duilly,  Normandy,  a 
.nch  of  the  Bassets. 

Robert  of  Pont  Drylby,  brother  of  Osmond  Basset,  Baron  of  Norman- 
e,  had  issue. 

1.  Robert. 

2.  Nigel,  and  other  sons,  who  went  to  England,   1066,  from  whom 

descended  the  baron^  and  baronies  Doyley. 

Dannav  or  De  Alneto,  a  branch  of  the  baronial  house  of  Basset,  deriving 
m  /<///,  'o  or  Fulcelin  de  Alneto,  brother  of  Osmond,  Baron  of  Normanclville, 
u  Witnessed  a  charter  with  him  in  Normanville,  1050.    He  had  issue. 

Rlgelram  (sometimes  called  Paganus)  D'Alnai,  who  is  mentioned  at  the 
l™  "t  Hastings,  as  Sire  d'Alnai.  Fie  granted  the  church  of  Alneto  to  St. 
Pht»  Cain,  1082. 

(ercnger  deAlnai,  son  of  Ingelram.  witnessed  a  charter  of  Stephen, 
•;,t       Albermatie,  and  Gouther,  his  brother,  had  custody  of  Bayeux,  1106. 
"'"'am  de  Alneto,  son  or  grandson  of  Berenger,  held  fiefs  in  Devon, 

Julian!  D'Annay  accompanied  Richard  I.  to  Palestine. 

' o  and  Hugh  de  Alneto  occur  in  Devon  in  the  13th  century. 

I''l,n  de  Alneto  was  father  of  Nicholas,  summoned  by  writ,  as  Baron, 

,;"a<,  his  son,  married  an  heiress  in  York,  where  the  family  settled, 
"'  Ihem  descended  Viscount  Downe. 
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Normanville.  a  branch  of  the  Bassets  of  Normandy,  from  Hugh  Fitz 
ond,  who  held  in  Capete  Hauk,  10S6.  From  him  descended  the  Barons 
lormanville,  a  younger  branch  of  whom  (the  Bassets)  held  the  barony 
1  1500. 

Gerold  de'Normanville  held  possession  in  Sussex,  in  the  time  of 
ryl. 

He  also  witnessed  a  charter  of  Humet,  time  of  Henry  II. 
Norman  de'Normanville  was  a  baron  in  Sussex,  1165. 

Sir  Ralph  de'Normanville  lost  his  Norman  barony,  time  of  John,  and 
grants  in  Lincoln,  and  from  him  descended  the  great  family  of  Norman  - 
in  York  and  Lincoln. 

The  Palmers  of  Hauk  and  Sussex  were  a  branch  of  the  Bassets,  deriv- 
from  Auchebil  Fitz  Osmond,  or  Bassett,  Lord  of  Cosham,  Hauk,  1086, 
went  to  Palestine,  1096,  and  appears,  1110,  as  Auchebil  Palmericus,  at 
tester. 

3eoffry  Fitz  Auchebil,  or  Basset,  was  son  of  Auchebil  Fitz  Osmond, 
g  1 1 03;  this  son  was  Herbert  Fitz  Geoffrey,  or  Palmericus,  11 48,  and 
it  of  Herbert  Fitz  Herbert  of  Hauk,  1165,  who  had  issue. 

1.  Peter  de  Cosham,  mentioned  in  Normandy  as  Pout  Doylly. 

2.  William  de  Paumer,  or  de  Casham,  time  of  John.    Had  issue. 

Sir  William  Basset  of  Sussex,  Knight  (where  the  family  had  long  held 
es  called  Basset  Fee  in  Bellinghurst,  from  the  Abbey  of  Fescamp,  Nor- 
ly,  whose  daughter  Lucy  was  admitted  a  nun  at  Easeborne,  by  letter 
rchbishop  Peckham. 

lalph  and  Adam  Basset,  sons  of  Sir  William,  occur  in  Sussex,  1281. 
-were  subsequently  residing  at  Steyning,  bearing  the  name  of  Palmer. 
}  Ralph  descended  the  Palmers  of  Augmering,  who  bore  the  Basset 
s. 

{on  will  see  by  the  above  that  the  name  of  Thurstan  is  not  mentioned, 
have  found  a  record  which  states  that  Bishop  Littleton  had  an  MSS., 

en  by  many  hands,  which  states  that  Thurstan  Basset  confirmed  New- 
tile  gift  of  his  father  Osmond,  to  the  Abbey  of  Evesham,  and  this  state- 

:  is  confirmed  by  the  records  of  Evesham. 

Che  above  facts  confirms  the  statement  made  by  W.  T.  Saxton,  that  he 
d  the  name  of  both  Osmond  and  Thurstan,  and  that  Thurstan  was  a  son 
smond. 

THE  AMERICAN  BASSETTS. 

i  mentioned  in  my  last  report  that  there  was  an  Edward  Bassett,  a  ship 
inter,  who  landed  at  Boston.    The  date  of  his  arrival  I  am  unable  to 
but  it  was  before  1683. 

Mward  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Allen  Breed,  of  Lynn,  and  it  is 
oscd  he  had  the  following  issue: 

David,  born. 
Daniel,  '* 

)avid  married  Mary   ,  and  had  the  following  issue: 

Mary,  born  Feb.  20,  1683. 


David,  born  Sept.  3,  1687. 

Edmund,  " 

Zephaniah,  "  who  married  Mary  -,  and  had  issue. 

John,  "  Jan.  6,  1732;  died  Jan.  8,  1732. 

Abigail,  "  Feb.  2,  1733;  died  Jan.  8,  1735. 

Mary,  u  Dec.  8,  1735. 

Abigail,  "  Nov.  26,  1737. 

Hannah,  "  Nov.  4,  1739. 

Edward,  "  April  15,  1742. 

Zephaniah,  "  July  27,  1744;  died  1745. 

Zephaniah,  "  May  5,  1746. 

John,  "  Jan.  23,  1750. 

Joseph,  "  May  23,  1752. 


Edward,  son  of  Zephaniah,  married  Huldah  Cleverly,  of  Braintree,  Mass 
Edward  died  Aug.  26,  1821,  aged  86  years. 

Is  site. 

Zephaniah,  born;  baptized  Oct.  4,  1772. 

Edward,  " 

Samuel,  " 

Mary,  w 

Hannah, 

Samuel,  son  of  Edward,  married  Elizabeth  Scott,  Jan.  10,  1802. 
Samuel  died  at  Dan  vers,  Mass.,  June  23,  185  8. 
Elizabeth  died  at  Boston,  May  14,  1814,  aged  39  years. 

Issue. 

Elizabeth,  born. 

Samuel,  " 

Zephaniah,  " 
William, 

Edward,  "    Jan.  4,  1S09,  at  Boston;  was  father  of  our  President, 
Mr.  Abbot  Bassett. 

I  have  brought  this  branch  of  the  family  down  to  the  present  generation 
n  hopes  that  the  members  of  this  branch  might  become  interested  enough 
to  assist  our  President  in  establishing  a  pedigree  in  order  that  he  may  stand 
upon  the  same  level  with  his  better  half. 

I  have  during  my  research  found  a  number  of  Bassetts  who  came  to  this 
ountry  in  recent  years,  but  they  have  failed  thus  far  to  give  me  an  account 
'f  their  family,  consequently  I  am  unable  to  give  any  record  of  them  at  this 
ime,  but  I  trust  your  historian  in  the  future  may  be  able  to  do  so. 

The  following  named  Bassetts  were  officers  in  the  English  army  and  sta- 
:ioncd  in  New  England: 

Lieut.  Thomas  Bassett,  17 15. 

Lieut.  C.  Bassett. 

Major  Henry  Bassett,  1765. 

Lieut.  James  Bassett,  1764.    He  was  present  at  the  Kings  street  riot, 
1771. 

Ensign  Richard  Bassett,  1771. 


William  Bassett,  the  ward  of  Governor  Bacon  of  Virginia.  He  was  the 
ancestor  of  the  Bassets  in  Virginia.    He  was  born  previous  to  1692. 

The  Governor  makes  mention  of  him  in  his  will;  he  also  built  Eltham 
Mansion  for  his  ward,  William  Bassett,  the  bricks  of  which  it  was  built 
being  brought  from  England. 

The  Governor  died  1692. 

William  was  the  father  of  Col.  Burwell  Bassett,  and  undoubtedly  other 
children. 

Colonel  Burwell  married  Annie  Dandridge,  a  sister  of  Martha  Washing- 
ton, and  had  the  following  issue: 
xYnn,  born  about  174S. 

Elizabeth,  born  about  1750;  married  Benjamin  Harrison;  their  son  Wil- 
liam Henry  was  born  February  9,  1773;  was  inaugurated  President  March  4, 
1 841,  and  died  April  4,  1841. 

John,  born  1752-3;  married  Betty  Carter. 

The  above  facts  I  have  found  in  various  books  and  papers.  The  reason 
for  incorporating  them  in  this  report  was  in  the  hopes  that  it  might  stimu- 
late the  descendants  of  this  branch  to  labor  diligently  in  searching  for  the 
history  of  their  family  (that  is  written  in  the  Church,  Town  and  Probate 
records  of  Virginia)  until  they  have  a  complete  record. 

In  order  not  to  make  my  report  too  lengthy,  I  have  thought  it  best  not 
to  give  you  record  of  each  branch,  but  to  give  you  some  facts  as  regards  the 
branches  I  neglected  to  give  last  year. 

John,  the  son  of  Thomas,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  (Baldwin)  Bassett,  married 

Mary-  ,  1712. 

John  died  1759. 
Mary  died  Oct.  23,  1752. 

Issue. 

John,        born  Sept.  13,  1713. 

Mary,  "     1715;  died  unmarried,  Sept.  19,  1802. 

Hannah,      "     1 7 1 7 ;  married  John  Jones,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  Oct. 
6,  1738. 

Abigail,       "     June  20,  1720. 

Sarah,  "     July,  1723;  married  Edward  Green. 

Enoch,         "     March,  1725.    These  four  children  were  not  mentioned 

in  their  father's  will;  undoubtedly  died  young. 
Joel,  "     June,  1727. 

Abraham,    "  1729. 
Isaac,  "     i?3°-3 x- 

Josiah,  son  of  Thomas,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  (Baldwin)  Bassett,  married  Alice, 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  Canfield,  April  25,  17 17. 

Issue. 

Josiah,   born  Oct.  14,  17 19. 

Abigail,    ki     Dec,  1720;  married  Caleb  Turrell. 
Samuel,    "     1723;  married  Susanna  Morris,  May  17,  1746- 
Eunice,    "     1725;         "        Richard  Baldwin,  May  30,  1745. 
Edward,  "     1727;         "        Sarah  Sanford. 
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Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Baldwin)  Bassett,  married,  first, 
arah  Pearson,  Aug.  24,  1727;  married,  second,  widow  Ann  Burwell. 

Thomas  died  1756,  at  Fairfield,  Conn. 

Issue. 

Elylay,      born  Jan.  11,  1729,  at  Derby,  Conn.;  died  young. 

Joel,  "     Jan.  11,  1754  "       "  "      married   Burwell 

and  removed  to  Vermont. 
John,  "     Aug.  6,  173S,  at  Derby,  Conn. 

Susannah,    "     Oct.  12,  1741,  "       "  " 
Henry,         "     Jan.   9,  1744,  "    Stratford,  Conn. 
Samuel,       "     Sept.,     1746,  "  "  " 

Robert,  Jr.,  son  of  Robert  and  grandson  of  John  and  Margarey  Bassett 
42-5,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Ensign  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Baldwin) 
iggs,  1687-88. 

Robert,  died  at  Stratford,  Conn.,  Aug.  5,  1720. 
Elizabeth,    "      "         "  "       March,  1744. 

Robert  came  to  Stratford  and  bought  his  first  land  November  6,  i£8i,  and 
bruary,  16S2,  he  purchased  a  house  lot  from  John  Wells,  and  in  1683  he 
ilt  a  house  on  this  lot,  placing  a  stone  near  the  mantelpiece  in  the  ceiling, 
th  the  following  letters  and  figures:  "  R.  B.,  1623."  When  the  house  was 
ken  down  by  John  McEwen  and  another  built  on  the  same  site  in  1723,  this 
)ne  was  placed  on  the  cellar  wall,  where  it  may  still  be  seen. 

Issue. 

John,  born  June  23,  1689;  died  young. 

Samuel,        "     Nov.  28,  1692;  married  Deborah  Bennett. 
Jonadab,       "     July  20,  1695;  Mary  Phippeny,  May  28,  1819. 

Robert,        "    July  11,  1699;        "       (1)  Eunice  Clark;  (2)  Obedience 

Sherman. 

Elizabeth,    "     Dec.  15,  1701;         "       Francis  Whitmore. 
Ebenezer,    "      Jan.  31,  1707;         "       Sarah  Tomlinson. 

On  reading  a  pamphlet  entitled  "Signers  of  the  Mayflower  Compact,"  by 
me  Arnoux  Huxton,  I  found  the  following  comment  on  the  Bassetts: 

The  Bassetts  are  in  the  right  line  for  almost  anything;' it  is  a  field 
rthy  of  fine  searching,  and  surely  will  reward  the  time  spent  upon  it." 

This  is  not  all,  however,  for  William  Bassett's  family  relations,  as  "  in 
division  of  the  lands  by  the  General  Court  of  Colony  on  the  22d  of  May, 
7,  the  name  of  the  wife  of  William  Bassett  is  given  as  Elizabeth,  as  there 
two  of  that  name  mentioned  in  the  family. 

In  the  history  of  Duxbury  she  is  given  as  Elizabeth  Tilden(?). 

This  has  a  historical  ring,  as  Thomas  Tilden,  who  arrived  on  the  Ann, 
bably  brought  out  wife  and  children,  as  evidenced  by  his  three  shares  in 

cattle  division  of  1623,  and  there  being  none  of  his  name  in  the  allot- 
nt,  1627,  it  seems  as  if  they  were  daughters  who  had  merged  their  rights 
)ther  families  bv  their  marriages. 


was 


A  door 
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The  Adams'  and  Bassetts'  marriage  relations  bring  them  lege;  '  . 
Lilies  of  William  Vassal,  William  White  and  the  Win  slows,  :  -    -    '  -  - 
[ndreds  of  Bassetts  which  rilled  the  northeast  corner  of  X::: 
rikimr  Yorkshire  and  Lincolnshire,  from  which  we  bring" 
mthworths,  Cooks,  Bradfords  and  Canns. 

Take  William  Bassett  to  Lincolnshire,  Nottinghamshire.  Wr'ij'v^v,  t 
iy  surrounding  country  reached  by  the  various  roads  to  the  e?rca:  Y 
n   let  him  renew  his  acquaintance  with  George  Morton  ar.  ' 
mthvvortli,  the  merchants,  and  history  may  prove  him  as  we* 
ed,  quite  enough  so  to  have  his  descendants  feel  a  natural  c: 
tizenship  which  dates  back  to  the  arrival  of  the  Fortune  in 

It  is  her  belief  that  midway  in  this  Great  Northern  Post 
lere  the  strength  and  power  of  the  Pilgrim  movement  was  located,  and  it 
is  from  there  that  Edward  South  worth  came,  the  friend  of  Witham  Kis- 

«.  .    ,  ,  \ 

These  few  suggestions  of  Mrs.  Huxton  may  assist  us  in  ;oo;iun$j  UK 
aglish  home  of  the  early  Bassetts  that  came  to  New  England. 


We  have  come  to-day  to  meet  old  friends  and  to  make  new- 
been  left  open  for  our  reception.  We  hear  familiar  voices,  sec  triondh 
ces,  and  clasp  the  hands  of  those  in  whose  breasts  beat  the  heart  ot  a 
tt,  which  1  trust  contains  the  noblest  of  human  virtues  and  the  gentlest  oi- 
lman feelings;  and  as  we  meet  from  year  to  year,  may  wc  brighten  and 
oaden  the  chain  of  friendship  which  unites  us  in  one  family,  and  as  we 
parate  to-day  and  go  to  our  homes,  let  us  remember  that  this  organisation 
as  not  organized  for  our  pleasure  alone,  but  to  cement  the  family  tics  inoio 
mly,  and  let  us  hand  it  clown  to  our  posterity  filled  with  the  love  o 
mil  1    ~n  ir^«ti>e  to  encourage  those  who  iollow 

>lane  of  manhood  which  is  per- 

or  godliness. 

.  ,,  j 

The  President:  The  Bassett  family  seems  to  have  been  able  m  the 
ast  to  carry  the  burden  of  titles  of  every  degree.  I  hope  you  will  remem- 
er  the  full  details  of  what  you  have  heard  and  preserve  it  in  v«,m'  nu'lU- 
ry,  till  one  day  you  shall  have  it  in  book  form.  We  had  with  us  last  yeai 
very  bright  woman  from  Western  Massachusetts,  with  whom  we 
11  charmed.  She  is  unable  to  be  with  us  to-day,  but  she  has  sent  a 
presentativc  in  the  shape  of  a  poem  which  I  shall  take  great  pleaMiu  11 
adino-.    It  is  by  Mrs.  C.  A.  C  Hadselle,  of  Pittsfield,  M; 
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POEM  BY  MRS.  HADSELLE. 


My  dear  Cousins  Bassetts,  annexes  and  all, 

A  greeting  I  send  you— a  far-away  call 

From  the  Hills  of  Old  Berkshire,  whose  towering  crest 

Rises  high,  in  its  majesty,  over  the  rest 

Of  that  part  of  Xew  England  lying  south,  east  and  west. 

Down,  then,  to  Xew  Haven  on  wings  of  the  wind 

My  message  I  send,  and,  if  mind  acts  on  mind, 

Over  spaces  like  this, 

Why  then  you'll  not  miss 

My  presence.    I'm  there, 

And,  with  a  nod  to  the  Chair — 
To  the  Chair,  to  the  Sec,  and.  in  fact,  the  whole  lot 

Where  the  toasts  are  kept  hot 
And  waiting  the  moment  when,  the  inner  man  full, 
There  comes  o'er  the  crowd  an  ominous  lull; 
(The  knives  and  the  forks  have  ceased  their  rude  clatter, 
The  cat  in  the  kitchen  is  licking  the  platter), 
There's  a  clearing  of  throats  and  a  wiping  of  chins, 
A  settling  back  com'f'tably  and  the  fun  begins. 
Just  here  my  next  neighbor  gets  in  on  the  sly  : 

"  0  my! 

Wasn't  that  a  good  dinner?"    To  which  I  reply, 

"  Why.  yes;  but  if  I 
Remember  correctly,  the  one  last  year 
At  the  4  Samonset  House'  was  as  good  and  as  dear." 
To  this  plat- 
itude he, 
Iambically 
Says,  "  Urn,  urn,  may  be; 
But  recollection's  dim, 
And  while  that  wasn't  slim, 
I'm  tc-day 
Free  to  say, 
I  'njoy  this  more'n  that." 
But  a  rat-a-tat 
On  the  table  close  by 
Calls  to  order.    Now.  it's  no  use  to  try 
To  follow  that  program:  no  man  knoweth  it, 
Yet  I'll  venture  a  guess  that  it's  choke  full  o'  wit. 
(You  see,  being  a  Yankee,  I'm  privileged  to  guess.} 
There's  the  President  — now  for  a  year,  a  week  less, 
He's  been  bottling  up  good  things  for  this  very  day, 
And  when  the  cork's  drawn  — well,  I  will  not  say 

There'll  be  the   somebody  to  pay. 

But  you'll  laugh  till  you  cry. 
And  you'll  wonder  why 
You  co'dn't  say  things  like  that, 
But  you  can't,  and  that's  flat. 
There  are  thirty-four  "  Vices;"  every  one  wears  a  hat! 
Now,  really!  brothers!  co'dn't  you  do  betters  that? 
There  were  a  few  women  that  braved  the  bleak  wind 
Of  this  New  England  coast!    They  left  all  behind; 
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Shared  all  the  hardships;  otherwise— my  blushes  are  hid— 
That  Colony  wo'dn't  have  grown  as  it  did. 

All  which  leads  me  to  write 

That,  considering  this, 

If  you'd  'a'  sprinkled  a  Miss 

Or  a  "  Mrs."  in  that  long  list  of  Misters. 

'Twouldn't  have  hurt  you  a  mite 

And  wo'd  'a'  suited  the  sisters. 

"Sore?"    Not  at  all! 

Pm  not  to  the  wall! 

Fact  is,  I'm  feeling  my  oats 

For,  of  the  forty  to  fifty 

Officers  and  committee 

Just  two  wear  petti  ,  I  mean  flowers; 

And,  A  hem  .' 
Pm  one  o'  them ! 
Now  comes  the  Historian;  poor  man!  if  he 
Doesn't  find  an  asylum  in  that  pedigree 
'Twill  be  strangest  of  all  things  that  ever  I  knew. 
Demented  long  since  I'd  'a'  been;  wo'dn't  you? 

But  he's  patient  and  kind, 

So  I  know  he  won't  mind 

If  I  ask  him  to  hurry  the  "  book"  up  a  bit. 

We're  all  so  anxious  for  a  look  at  it! 
And  some  of  us  will — now  I'm  sure  as  can  be 
By  no  remote  possibilit-ee, 
The  last  half  year  of  the  next  century  see. 
And  that  but  reminds  me  that  this  one  in  time 
Will  come  to  an  end;  so,  then,  must  my  rhyme. 

Moreover,  Cousin  Abbot,  I  think 

There's  a  puncture! 

Did  you  wink 

Or  make  a  grimace 

At  this  juncture  ? 
As  much  as  to  say,  "If  your  tire,  Madame, 
.     .  -  i:         t  T  ,-,m 

race!" 

veiy  v.v,..,  _      o  1  take  my  place  ? 


Really,  friends,  I  beg-  your  pardon.  I  didn't  mean  to  write  that  doggerel, 
ike  the  boy's  whistle  in  school,  ikit  did  it  itself."  I'm  very  sorry  not  to  be 
ith  you  to-day.  The  doctor's  mandate  alone  prevented.  Next  year,  if  I'm 
ring,  I'll  try  to  be  at  the  ,c  Meet."  If  not,  here's  a  parting  hand  to  each  of 
)U  and  a  parting  word  to  all: — "Keep  up  the  Association."  It  has  an 
)Hfting  influence.  There  is  in  it  an  incentive  to  live  up  to  that  grand 
mily  motto,  "  Death  rather  than  Dishonor  !  "  I  would  rather  my  child 
red  up  to  that  than  be  crowned  king — as  kings  run.  The  family  has  cer- 
inly  a  remarkable  record.  In  a  long  life  and  a  wide  circle  of  acquaint- 
lces,  I  have  never  known  a  convicted  criminal  with  a  drop  of  Bassett  blood 
him  !    I  will  not  say  that  some  of  them,  had  I  been  judge  or  jury,  would 

have  met  swift  punishment;  but  they  were  smart  enough  to  stop  just 
itside  the  clutches  of  the  law,  and  for  this  we  should  be  truly  thankful. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  have  reached,  others  are  climbing,  to  positions 
:  trust  and  honor.  For  higher  reasons  than  selfish  pride,  these,  I  think, 
louhl  go  on  record.    For  the  encouragement  of  this  and  coming  genera- 
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)ns,  shall  we  start  a  "  Roll  of  Honor?"  Here  is  a  name,  Hon.  Howard  ]. 
ogers,  first  deputy  under  Commissioner  Peck  at  the  World's  Fair  at  Paiis 

1900,  where  he  has  entire  charge  of  the  United  States  Educational 
epartment.  He  held  the  same  office  for  New  York  State  at  Chicago  in  '93, 
id  his  report  of  same  is  not  second  to  any  issued.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Williams;  "  office,  Capitol,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

One  other,  Hon.  Frank  A.  Hadselle,  whilom  member  Legislature,  upper 
)use;  served  successive  terms  as  high  sheriff  over  a  county  only  a  little 
rger  than  the  State  of  Massachusetts — they  do  have  such  big  things  "out 
est" — and  last  year  was  appointed  United  States  Marshal  of  the  South- 
n  District  of  Wyoming;  office,  Cheyenne.  (A  word  of  warning.  If  you  call 
1  him,  don't  say  anything  against  President  McKinley.  They  lynch  people 
r  smaller  offenses  out  there,  and  I  don't  believe  he'd  try  to  save  you.) 

These  men  are  respectively  grandson  and  great-grandson  of  Polly 
issett  Chapman,  daughter  of  James  Bassett,  of  Voluntown,  Conn.,  and 
10  was  the  sixth  in  line  from  William  and  Elizabeth  Tilden  Bassett,  of 
e  good  ship  "  Fortune,"  162 1. 

And  now,  with  poor  "  Old  Rip,"  as  impersonated  by  dear  old  Joe  Jeffer- 
n,  "'ere's  'ealth  and  long  life  to  every  one  of  you  " 

Celia  Antoinette  Chapman  Hadselle. 
18  Church  Street,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  September  5,  1S99. 

The  President:  It  is  now  necessary  to  choose  officers  under  the  new 
nstitution.  Anticipating  this  action  I  went  about  and  tried  to  find  three 
m  who  would  serve  on  a  nominating  committee.  My  quest  was  unsuccess- 
..  This  determines  me  to  look  elsewhere  than  among  the  men.  Where 
m  is  weak  woman  is  sure  to  be  strong.  I  am  going  to  appoint  a  com- 
ttee  entirely  composed  of  ladies.  I  appoint  Mrs.  Joel  Bassett,  of  North 
iven;  Mrs.  Homer  F.  Bassett,  of  Waterbury,  and  Mrs.  L.  B.  Umberfield, 
New  Haven.  They  will  retire  and  prepare  a  list  for  presentation  to  the 
:eting.  We  have  with  us  one  who  has  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  the 
dy  of  our  history  and  he  always  has  for  us  a  word  of  cheerfulness.  We 
ill  all  be  glad  to  hear  from  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe. 

ADDRESS  OF  SHELDON  B.  TFIORPE. 

I  had  no  expectation,  Mr.  President,  of  being  called  up  at  this  time, 
3  I  do  not  know  why  I  am,  unless  that  the  Bassetts  may  look  at  me. 
ter  listening  to  the  Secretary's  paper,  with  its  prodigious  array  of  names, 
tes,  facts  and  traditions,  it  seems  to  me  that  as  supplementary  to  the 
icitous  remarks  with  which  you  introduced  him,  you  might  have  added 
:  words  of  the  venerable  bishop,  who,  presiding  over  one  of  the  great 
:thodist  Conferences,  announced  that  a  brother  would  read  a  paper  upon 
!  devil,  and  added  that  he  hoped  great  attention  would  be  paid,  for  the 
thor  had  spent  much  time  upon  it  and  was  full  of  his  subject. 

Try  as  I  may,  my  kinsman,  I  cannot  lift  myself  to  the  genealogical 
el  of  this  occasion;  I  am  yet  too  near  the  present  gathering  of  the  vet- 
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erans  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  Philadelphia,  from  which  I 
have  just  returned.  Although  here  is  everything  attractive  in  nature  and 
lovelv  in  woman,  yet  my  thoughts  are  far  away  with  that  royal  line  in  blue, 
with  its  old  battle-flags,  swinging  down  one  of  the  fairest  avenues  of  the 
new  world,  packed  from  curb  to  cornice  with  waves  of  people,  shouting, 
clapping,  cheering,  waving  a  triumph  of  welcome  that  shall  endure  in  mem- 
ory until  the  last  soldier  of  the  Civil  War  is  carried  over  the  border  and 
mustered  into  the  camp  of  eternity. 

For  this  reason  I  trust  you  will  pardon  any  seeming  lack  of  interest  in 
this  gathering,  for  it  is  but  seeming.  I  am  loyal  to  this  clan.  It  is  an  honor 
to  be  a  part  of  it,  and  I  close  using  the  words  of  an  army  friend,  who,  when 
he  was  appointed  chaplain  to  the  Connecticut  State  penitentiary,  said  on 
addressing  his  first  congregation,  "I  am  glad  to  see  so  many  here." 

Mr.  President:  Not  a  great  way  from  where  we  now  are  is  a  great  big 
village  that  has  been  annexing  other  big  villages  with  the  hope  that  one 
day  it  will  be  as  big  as  Chicago.  We  have  with  us  a  member  from  Greater 
New  York,  and  it  is  my  great  privilege  to  introduce  to  you  Mr.  Edward  M. 
Bassett,  of  New  York. 

ADDRESS  OF  EDWARD  M.  BASSETT. 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — When  I  arrived  here  a  little  before 
dinner,  and  our  general  manager,  Frank  Bassett,  had  tagged  me,  taxed  me. 
fined  me.  and  issued  me  a  certificate  to  prove  that  I  was  a  genuine  and 
authentic  Bassett,  he  coolly  informed  me  that  I  would  have  to  make  an 
address  after  dinner.  Your  President  makes  my  position  doubly  embarrass- 
ing by  intimating  that  because  I  am  a  lawyer  and  a  Bassett,  I  must  be 
unusuallv  eloquent.  Well,  that's  where  he  makes  a  mistake.  I  am  not  a 
Connecticut  Bassett,  like  most  of  you,  who  from  the  samples  we  have  had, 
can  make  good  extemporaneous  speeches  on  two  hours'  notice.  I  am  from 
the  Massachusetts  Bassetts,  who  need  three  or  four  days'  notice  to  make 
anv  kind  of  an  extemporaneous  speech.  Then,  too,  that  dinner  we  have 
just  survived  was  enough  to  take  the  eloquence  out  of  any  man.  That 
tempting  succession  of  clams,  crabs,  lobsters  and  other  tough  things  from 
the  sea  was  exactly  calculated  to  produce  the  "ominous  lull"  referred  to 
ly  our  poet.  That  same  "  ominous  lull "  seized  me  right  after  dinner,  and 
its  effects  have  not  entirely  disappeared.  Still,  here  I  am,  and  I  suppose  I 
am  expected  to  talk  about  the  Bassetts  and  their  descent.  You  would  think 
I  should  find  this  a  prolific  subject,  because  I  have  been  a  Bassett  all  my  life, 
but  at  just  this  minute  it  seems  to  be  the  hardest  subject  I  ever  stood  up 
against.  We  have  been  hearing  and  talking  a  great  deal  to-day  about  that 
ancient  William  Bassett,  who  must  have  been  such  a  wonderful  man  because 
he  came  over  in  the  ship  Fortune  and  landed  at  Plymouth  Rock.  Surely  it 
has  been  a  great  descent  from  him  down  to  us.  I  am  reminded  of  the  Irish 
immigrant  who  was  seized  upon  by  the  cheap  suit  selling  Hebrew  in  Baxter 
street.  The  merchant  remarked  that  he  was  descended  from  David,  the 
King  of  the  Jews.    "Shure,  and  thot's  a  divil  of  a  descint,"  says  Patrick. 
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Have  you  ever  noticed  that  the  further  we  are  away  in  point  of  time 
orn  any  particular  ancestor  the  greater  he  appears  to  be.  This  may  be  an 
)tical  delusion.  Perhaps  the  first  William  was  quite  an  ordinary  man  and 
msidered  by  his  contemporaries  very  much  the  same  as  the  highly 
ispected  citizens  here  present  are  considered  by  their  neighbors.  Perhaps 
i  some  respects  our  President,  for  instance,  is  a  more  commendable  man 
lan  "William  the  Pilgrim.  Those  Pilgrims  are  said  to  have  been  severe, 
ern  men,  and  a  perfect  terror  in  the  household.  They  get  all  the  credit 
ir  enduring  hardships,  and  we  don't  hear  their  wives  mentioned  very  often. 
Te  should  more  highly  honor  the  Pilgrim  mothers.  They  not  only  had  to 
ldure  all  the  hardships  that  befell  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  but  they  had  to 
ldure  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  too. 

I  will  now  endeavor  rapidly  to  trace  my  line  from  the  aforesaid  William, 
id  to  explain  the  reason  thereof.  From  William  down,  my  particular  line 
is  been  hunting,  Yankee  like,  for  an  easy  thing.  They  went  to  Cape  Cod 
find  more  fertile  fields  and  greener  pastures.  Now,  Cape  Cod  has  a  repu- 
tion  for  fertility,  but  my  line  of  ancestors  was  looking  for  something 
isier  than  Cape  Cod,  so  they  migrated  west,  to  the  boundless  and  produc- 
ve  west,  and  settled  at  Ashfield,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.  The  hill  country 
as  rather  easy,  easier,  at  least,  than  Cape  Cod,  but  before  long  some  of 
e  Basset t  young  men  began  to  think  that  farming  was  a  rather  hard 
isiness,  anyway,  and  to  cast  about  for  something  else  to  do.  The  ped- 
ing  business  appealed  to  some,  especially  peddling  among  the  guileless 
utchmen  over  in  York  State.  Maybe  it  was  a  Bassett  pack-peddler  of 
yline  that  Washington  Irving  tells  about  when  he  relates  how  the  wife 
Rip  Yan  Winkle  died  from  bursting  a  blood  vessel  in  a  dispute  with 
Yankee  peddler.  Or  perhaps  it  was  a  Connecticut  Bassett.  They  are 
lown  to  be  second  to  none  in  the  race  of  Bassett  in  turning  an  honest 
)llar. 

By  some  such  process  my  own  father  left  the  granite  hills  of  Massa- 
aisetts  and  finally  brought  up  in  that  big  town  which  our  President  states 
competing  with  Chicago  for  supremacy.  He  became  a  New  York  busi- 
iss  man,  and  perhaps  he  found  an  easier  thing  than  farming  in  Frank- 
1  County  or  Cape  Cod,  and  then  again  perhaps  he  didn't.  He  is  not  here 
say.  True  to  the  instincts  of  his  race,  the  Bassett  who  is  now  address- 
er you  sought  to  improve  on  his  ancestors  in  the  line  of  something  easy, 
d  became  a  lawyer.  He  might  have  done  better,  and  doubtless  some 
■scendant  will  hereafter  strike  a  better  thing. 

But  to  be  serious,  if  we  may  consider  that  what  I  have  said  is  not  suffi- 
ntly  serious,  we  should  be  proud  to  belong  to  the  Bassett  family.  It  is  one 
the  good  old  New  England  families  that  has  spread  over  the  whole  country 
id  helped  to  make  tins  land  what  it  is.  The  descendants  of  the  early  eolon- 
:s  have  been  added  to  by  a  multitude  from  every  nation,  but  they  have 
rmcd  and  still  form  the  real  basis  of  our  civilization.  Just  so  the  English 
nguage  is  still  the  Anglo-Saxon,  although  new  words  have  been  added  from 
!  languages.  Take  away  the  new  words,  and  the  language  is  still  all  there, 
it  not  only  are  these  old  families  the  structural  basis  of  the  nation,  but 
e  Pilgrim  families,  Bassett  and  others,  have  helped  to  teach  and  to 
emplify  the  industry  and  perseverance,  the  progressiveness  and  thrift. 
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the  high  principle  and  piety,  the  modesty  and  honesty,  that  have  been 
important  factors  in  the  building  up  of  the  American  people. 

The  President  :  And  now  I  am  going  to  bring  before  you  for  considera- 
tion an  entirely  new  code  of  laws.  It  has  seemed  to  me  that  we  are  not 
working  in  a  way  to  produce  the  best  results.  We  have  a  meeting  once  a 
year,  which  is  supposed  to  bring  together  all  the  Bassetts  in  America,  but  it 
does  nothing  of  the  kind.  If  we  meet  in  Connecticut  we  get  a  preponder- 
ance of  Connecticut  people.  If  we  meet  in  Massachusetts  we  see  only 
Massachusetts  faces.  Our  members  cannot  afford  to  go  great  distances  to 
meetings  of  this  kind.  My  new  Constitution  provides  that  we  shall  be 
divided  into  branches  and  each  branch  shall  have  officers  of  its  own  and 
meet  yearly.  The  National  body  shall  meet  once  in  three  years.  Other 
changes  will  appear. 

The  President  read  the  Constitution,  which  is  hereunto  appended,  and 
it  was  adopted  unanimouslv. 

The  Nominating  Committee  being  ready  to  report,  Mrs.  Joel  Bassett,  for 
the  Committee,  presented  the  following  names: 

For  President :  Abbot  Bassett,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

For  ist  Vice  President :  Samuel  Bassett,  of  New  Britain,  Conn. 

For  2d  Vice  President:  Mrs.  C.  A.  C.  Hadselle,  of  Pittsrield,  Mass. 

For  Treasurer :  George  J.  Bassett,  of  New  Haven,  Conn. 

For  Secretary  and  Historian:  Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour,  Conn. 

On  motion  the  list,  as  presented,  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  President  :  Thanking  you  all  for  this  renewed  expression  of  your 
confidence,  I  can  only  say  that  I  shall  in  the  future,  as  I  have  in  the  past, 
endeavor  to  deserve  it. 

And  now  we  have  come  to  that  portion  of  our  proceedings  when  we  are 
called  upon  to  approach  the  moment  of  parting.  We  have  not  many  orators 
in  our  company,  and  formal  speech-making  is  impossible  to  the  greater 
number.  We  are  more  at  ease  when  we  address  each  other  informally,  and 
so  let  us  pass  from  the  formal  to  the  informal,  and  while  the  day  is  yet  with 
us  talk  and  chat  to  our  full  bent.  Though  we  adjourn  the  meeting  we 
should  not  disperse.  It  will  be  three  years  before  we  meet  again.  I  hope 
to  see  at  the  next  Association  meeting  all  who  are  with  us  to-day  and  many 
more  besides.  I  hope  that  Father  Time  will  deal  kindly  with  us  all  and 
that  we  shall  come  together  again  with  no  less  enthusiasm  than  we  have 
given  evidence  of  on  this  occasion.    Till  we  meet  again,  then,  Good-Bye. 


In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  family 
genealogy.  It  was  the  great  desire  of  all  those  present  at  the  reunion  that 
the  genealogy  should  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible,  but  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  your  Historian  to  complete  this  work  unless  he  has  the  assistance 
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)f  other  members  of  this  large  and  scattered  family,  in  looking  up  the  local 
ecords  of  each  particular  branch  and  sending  them  to  him  for  classification. 

would  therefore  urge  upon  the  members  of  the  family  the  necessity  of 
ooking  up  their  family  records  as  soon  as  possible  and  sending  them  to  me. 
This  work  is  worthy  of 1  your  earnest  labor,  and  when  the  history  is  com- 
peted we  believe  that  it  will  be  one  of  which  you  will  be  justly  proud.  You 
•an  assist  me  greatly  in  compiling  it,  as  you  will  undoubtedly  have  access  to 
■ecords  which  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  find.  The  records  of  your  old 
:hurches  and  the  records  of  the  Probate  Courts  in  the  different  towns  in 
vhich  Bassetts  have  lived  will  throw  valuable  light  upon  both  the  early 
nd  recent  history  of  the  family. 

Let  us  all,  therefore,  make  this  a  banner  year  in  the  way  of  progress 
owards  the  completion  of  our  family  history,  and  it  is  my  earnest  hope  that 
11  members  of  our  Association  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  accomplish  this 
nd. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Frank  G.  Bassett, 

Secretary  and  Historian. 

Seymour,  Conn.,  November  /,  iScjp. 
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APPENDIX. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Article  I. 

The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  the  Bassett  Family  Association 
America. 

Article  II. 

The  object  of  this  Association  shall  be  to  promote  good  fellowship 
id  genial  companionship  by  pleasant  association  at  reunions  and  social 
.therings,  whereby  the  members  of  this  widely  scattered  family  may  be 
ought  together  for  social  intercourse  and  the  interchange  of  information 
ncerning  family  history  and  tradition,  with  the  ultimate  object  of  compil- 
g  and  publishing  a  complete  history  of  the  family. 

Article  III. 

Any  person  who  is  connected,  either  by  birth  or  marriage,  with  the 
isset  or  Bassett  Family  in  America,  is  eligible  to  membership. 

Article  IV. 

Section  i.  The  annual  dues  shall  be  fifty  cents,  payable  September  i 
each  year,  and  all  memberships  shall  expire  on  August  31  in  each  year, 
lless  renewed  before  that  date. 

Sec  2.  All  payments  of  dues,  whenever  made,  shall  date  from  Septem- 
r  1  preceding  the  payment,  and  the  membership  thus  created  or  renewed 
all  expire  on  August  31  next  succeeding.  Provided,  however,  that  a 
amber  who  forfeits  his  membership  by  non-payment  of  dues  may  not  be 
newed  under  the  original  date  of  entry  except  he  pay  full  dues  for  each 
ar  of  absence. 

Article  V. 

The  officers  of  this  Association  shall  consist  of  a  President,  a  First  and 
:cond  Vice  President,  a  Secretary,  who  shall  also  be  the  Historian,  and  a 
"easurer. 

Article  VI. 

There  shall  be  the  following  Standing  Committees: 

1.  Executive  and  Finance,  to  consist  of  the  five  officers. 

2.  Historical. 

3.  Reunion. 

4.  Auditing. 

5.  Transportation. 
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Article  VII. 


Section  i.  This  Association  shall  be  sub-divided  for  convenience  in 
■vernment  and  administration  into  State  Branches,  which  shall  take  the 
.me  of  the  States  in  which  they  are  located. 

Sec.  2.  When  there  shall  be  ten  members  of  the  Association  in  any 
ate  or  Territory,  a  Branch  shall  be  constituted  and  the  President  shall 
j  point  a  Parent,  a  Scribe  and  Historian  from  its  membership.  The  offi- 
i rs  thus  appointed  shall  serve  till  the  election  or  appointment  of  their  suc- 
issors,  and  shall  constitute  an  Executive  Board  for  the  Branch. 

Article  VIII. 

The  Treasurer  shall  pay  to  the  Scribe  of  each  State  Branch  twenty-five 
5)  cents  from  each  fee  received  from  a  member  connected  with  the  State 
ranch  of  which  the  Scribe  is  an  officer,  but  no  rebate  shall  be  given  on 
js  received  before  the  constitution  of  the  State  Branch. 

Article  IX. 

The  Association  shall  hold  a  reunion  once  in  three  years,  beginning 
th  the  year  1902,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Executive  Committee  may 
termine. 

Article  X. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  shall  be  elected  at  the  reunion,  and  a 
lirality  of  votes  shall  determine  the  choice. 

Article  XI. 

'  Twenty-five  persons  present  and  voting  shall  be  a  quorum  for  the 
insaction  of  business  at  the  reunions. 

Article  XII. 

This  Constitution  may  be  amended  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  all  members 
iisent  at  any  reunion  of  the  Association,  provided  that  all  such  amend- 
nts  shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  such 
jinion. 


BY-LAWS. 


Article  I. 

DUTIKS  OF  OFFICERS. 

Section  r.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  Associa- 
te shall  appoint  all  committees  not  otherwise  ordered;  may  fill  vacancies 
any  office  or  committee  not  otherwise  provided  for:  shall  have  a  general 
jervision  over  the  affairs  of  the  Association;  shall  approve  all  bills  before 
»y  are  paid,  and  shall  have  the  power  to  call  special  meetings  upon  the 
itiest  of  five  members. 

Sec.  2.  The  Vice  Presidents,  in  the  order  of  their  priority,  shall  preside 
meetings  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  and  shall  succeed  to  the  office 
President  in  the  order  of  their  priority  in  a  case  of  a  vacancy  in  that 
lcc  They  shall  assist  and  advise  with  the  President  in  the  discharge  of 
5  duties. 

Sec  3.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  the  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the 
'sociation  and  of  the  Executive  Committee;  he  shall  conduct  the  corre- 
3iidence  of  the  Association  and  issue  all  notices  of  meetings,  elections  and 
pointments. 

Sec.  4.  The  Secretary,  in  his  capacity  as  Historian,  shall  be  Chairman 
the  Historical  Committee.  He  shall,  in  conjunction  with  the  Historians 
the  State  Branches,  collect  and  classify  whatever  facts  and  statistics  may 
obtainable  relating  to  the  family,  and  at  each  reunion  he  shall  give  an 
:ount  of  his  work  and  its  results. 

Sec.  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  collect  and  receipt  for  all  dues  and  other 
mey  due  the  Association,  and  shall  deposit  the  same  in  an  institution 
reed  upon  by  the  Executive  Committee  and  to  the  credit  of  the  Associa- 
n ;  he  shall  issue  a  ticket  of  membership  to  each  full  paid  member,  and 
is  ticket  shall  plainly  indicate  the  date  when  the  membership  that  it  rep- 
ents shall  expire;  at  frequent  intervals  he  shall  report  to  the  Scribe  of 
:h  established  Branch  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  members  of  the 
anch,  paying  to  the  Scribe  the  amount  of  money  due  him  under  Article 
II  of  the  Constitution;  he  shall  also  make  report  and  payment  in  the- 
se of  renewal  of  membership  each  year;  his  books  shall  be  open  to  the 
spection  of  the  Executive  Committee  at  any  time,  and  he  shall  prepare 
d  submit  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  audit  before  Septemer  1  in  each 
ar  a  detailed  financial  statement.  He  shall  perform  all  other  duties 
ually  pertaining  to  his  office. 

Article  II. 

DUTIES  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Section  i.  The  Executive  and  Finance  Committee  shall  have  the  gen- 
al  management  and  control  of  the  affairs  of  the  Association;  shall  regu- 
:e  and  direct  all  matters  of  revenue,  disbursement  and  investment;  fix 
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place  for  all  reunions  and  determine  all  questions  of  detail  arising  in 
conduct  of  the  Association. 

Sec.  2.  The  Historical  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  Historian  of  the 
ociation,  who  shall  be  Chairman,  and  the  Historians  of  the  State 
nches.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee  to  co-operate  in  the  work 
minted  for  the  Historian  of  the  Association. 

Sec.  3.  The  Reunion  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  members.  It 
1  arrange  for  the  reunions  and  shall  have  power  to  appoint  sub-eommit- 
to  assist  in  the  work. 

Sec.  4.  The  Auditing  Committee  shall  consist  of  three  members.  It 
1  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and  report  its  rinding  to  the  Exee- 
e  and  Finance  Committee. 

Sec  5.  The  Transportation  Committee  shall  consist  of  two  members, 
shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  a  third  member  located  at  place  of  meet 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the 

spoliation  of  members  to  the  reunions,  at  such  reductions  of  fare  as  it 
be  able  to  secure. 

Article  III. 

powers  and  duties  of  the  branches. 

Section,  i.  Each  State  Branch  of  the  Association  shall  have  power 
iake  Rules  and  Regulations  for  its  own  government,  and  such  Rules  and 
ulations  must  be  consistent  with  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the 
)ciation. 

Sec  2.  Each  State  Branch  shall  hold  an  annual  reunion  at  such  place 
time  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Executive  Board. 

Sec  3.  At  the  time  and  place  of  the  reunion  of  the  State  Branch  there 
1  be  an  election  of  officers,  and  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  decide  the 
ce. 

Sec  4.    At  the  time  and  place  of  the  reunion,  the  State  Board  shall 
all  necessary  steps  to  formulate  or  amend  a  code  of  Rules  and  Regula- 
s,  which  shall  be  consistent  in  every  particular  with  the  Constitution 
By-Laws  of  the  Association. 

Sec.  5.  If  at  any  time  a  State  Branch  shall  fail  to  hold  an  annual 
lion,  its  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President 
he  Association. 

Sec.  6.  One-tenth  of  a  membership  of  a  State  Branch,  but  not  less  than 
members,  shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  conduct  of  all  business. 

Article  IV. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  amended  by  a  majority  vote  of  all  the  members 
ent  at  any  reunion  of  the  Association;  provided,  that  all  such  amend- 
ts  shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  at  least  thirty  days  before  date  of 
ting. 
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STATE  BRANCHES. 


The  following-  branches  have  been  organized  in  accordance  with  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  adopted  by  the  Bassett  Family  Association  of 
America,  at  its  reunion  held  at  the  Colonial  Inn,  September  8,  1899: 

CONNECTICUT. 
Organized  September  8,  1899. 

Parent,  Samuel  Bassett,  of  New  Britain,  Conn 
Scribe,  Frank  G.  Bassett,  of  Seymour,  Conn. 
Historian,  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe,  of  North  Haven,  Conn 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Organized  September  12,  1899. 

Parent,  John  I.  Bassett,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Scribe,  Marion  D.  Bassett,  of  Newtownville,  Mass. 

Historian,  Arthur  H.  Bassett,  of  Barre,  Mass. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 

C.  E.  P.  Sanford,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  The  Bassett  Family  Asso- 
ciation. 

1898.  Dr. 
September  15.    To  Balance,     .  .  .  .  $8.56 

Received  from  Secretary  for  Membership 

Fees  and  Contributions,    .  .  $  70.25 

Received  from  Secretary  for  Dinner  Tick- 
ets sold,       .....         112.50  182.75 

$191.31 

1899. 

September   8.    Received  from  Secretary  for  Membership 

Fees  and  Contributions,  .  .  .  .$135.00 

Received  from  Secretary  for  Dinner  Tick- 
ets Sold,  .....  15  2.2T5  2S^.2^ 


1898.  Cr. 
September  17.    By  paid  for  Dinner  at  Samoset  House, 

Plymouth,    .....  $103.75 

By  paid  for  Printing,  Postage,  etc.,          .  87-7° 

$i9I-45 

1899. 

September   8.     By  paid  for  Printing,  Postage,  etc.,  £138.40 

"     "      "    Dinner  at  Colonial  Inn,  101.50  $239.90  43l-3S 


Balance,    ....  $45-2 


2  1 


2  A 


DESCENDANTS  OF  WILLIAM  BASSETT. 

The  following-  numbers  are  given  to  correspond  with  those  in  the  manu- 
pt  volume  of  William  Bassett  and  his  descendants.  The  closest  criti- 
l  is  solicited  to  correct  errors  and  misstatements. 

William  Bassett  came  to  New  England  in  the  ship  Truelove,  1624,  in 
pan)'  with  the  Rev.  Peter  Hobert,  and  among  their  shipmates  were  John 
per,  William  Ives,  Abraham  Dickerman  and  others,  who  located  at  New 
ren,  Conn. 

WILLIAM  BASSETT. 
New  Haven  Colony. 
William  Bassett  first  appears  in  the  New  Haven  Colony  in  1642.  He 
e  from  Massachusetts,  but  his  exact  relation  to  the  Bassett  families 
e  is  not  yet  determined.  The  name  of  "  William  "  is  common  to  the 
rds  of  Plymouth,  Lynn,  Duxbury  and  other  colonial  towns.  He  mar- 
Hannah,  widow  of  William  Ives,  November  7,  1648,  and  died  August 
684. 

Children. 

100.  Hannah,  born  Sept.  13,  1650. 

101.  John,         "      Dec.  24,  1652. 

102.  Samuel,     "  1654. 

103.  Abiah,  baptized  Feb.  7,  1658. 

TOO. 

HANNAH. 

Married  John  Parker  (born  October  8,  1648;  died  171 1),  Nov.  8,  1670.  She 
June  7,  1726.    They  had 
Hannah,  married  William  Andrews,  Jan.  12,  1692. 


Thankful, 

Matthias, 

William, 

Nancy, 

Catherine, 


Matthias  Hitchcock,  Dec.  2' 
Eunice  Hull,  Jan.  28,  17  12. 
Phebe  Hotchkiss. 
Joel  Osborne. 
Charles  Ives. 


1 7 10. 


ior. 

JOHN 

Vlarriccl  Mercy,  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Grace  Middlebrook  Todd, 
t  1675.    John  died  Feb.  8,  17 14.    Mercy  died  April  8,  17 17.  Christopher 
and  wife  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  New  Haven.    They  came 
Pontrefact,  England.    They  had 

Mercy,  born   Dec.    15,  1676;  married  Benjamin  Miller,  of  Middlefield, 

Conn. 


Hannah, 

Sarah, 
Lydia, 
'\bagail, 
I  oh  n, 
Joseph, 
Rebekah, 
Joseph, 


Oct. 


1679; 


June      3,  f-84*;/&£> 
Aug.      I  O,  -tteyi  16 
March  15,  1688; 
July     1 1,  169 1 ;  " 
April    19.  1694;  died  young. 
March  14,  1695- 

Dec.     14,  1697;  married  Miriam  Bradley 


Ebenezer  Mansfield,  of  New  Haven, 
Conn. 

Daniel  Bradley,  of  Hamden,  Conn. 
Stephen  Munson. 

Phineas  Clark,  of  North  Haven,  Ct. 
Elizabeth  Thomson. 


of  N.  Haven,  Ct. 
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00.  Mary, 

01.  Phebe, 


102. 
SAMUEL. 

Married  Mary,  daughter  of  Abraham  Dickerman,  June  21,  1677.  Samuel 
3ied  April  8,  17 16.  Mary  died  November  28,  172S.  (See  monuments  in 
emetery  at  North  Haven,  Conn.)    They  had  children. 

born  Feb.     14,  1678;  married  Capt.  Daniel  Sherman. 
Oct.      9,  1681. 

Dec.      1,  1684;      "       John  Hitchcock. 
"      March  16,  1687;      "       Mary  Hitchcock. 

Lydia  Holt. 
Mehitable  Street. 
1       David   Yale,  of   North  Haven 
Conn. 

19,  1698;  "  Mary  Gilbert,  of  Hamden,  Conn. 
12,  1700;  died  unmarried,  1722. 

10,  1702;  married  Nathaniel  Yale,  of  North  Haven; 


102. 
103. 
104. 

•°5- 
06. 

°7- 
08. 

09. 


Abiah, 

Samuel, 

John, 

Abram, 

Martha, 

Amos, 

Ebenezer, 

Thankful, 


March   3,  1690; 


Nov. 
Sept. 

Feb. 
May 
Oct 


1692; 

i695; 


married,  second,  Nathaniel  Heaton,  of  New  Haven. 


ABIAH. 

Married  Ralph  Lines  (son  of  Ralph)  \April  27,  1681.    (See  Dickerman 
Vncestry,  page  181.)    They  had  children. 
Hannah,  born  July  28,  1684. 


Joseph, 

Phebe, 

Alice, 

Ralph, 

Benjamin 

Abiah, 

Rebecca, 

Ablis, 


Feb.  20,  1685. 
June  18,  1687. 
Feb.  27,  1689. 
Sept.  23,  1690. 
Jan.  1,  1694-5. 
Feb.  7,  1696-7. 
Feb.  — ,  1698-9. 
March  1,  1702. 
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NAMES  OF  THOSE  PRESENT  AT  THE  THIRD 
REUNION. 


Cullen  B.  Foote, 
I.  T.  Hitchcock, 
Mrs.  S.  T.  Hitchcock, 
Eugene  M.  Tolles, 
Mrs.  Julia  E.  Bassett  Tolles.  . 
Robert  J.  Bassett  and  son, 
Wilson  M.  Bassett, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nestor  F.  Richardson 
Mrs.  Mary  Bassett  Foote  Griggs, 
Lewis  B.  Tucker, 
Levi  H.  Dunbar, 
Stillman  Bassett  Doolittle, 
Tallmadge  Swift,  . 
Mrs.  Dennis  Fenn,  . 
Miss  Olive  Rose, 
Samuel  B.  Bassett,  . 
Herbert  Swift, 
Mrs.  Emeline  Eno  Bassett,  94  years  of 
Lottie  B.  Bassett,  . 
Mrs.  Samuel  Bassett, 
Samuel  Bassett, 
Judge  William  G.  Bassett, 
Mrs.  Mary  C.  Bassett,  . 
Mrs.  Julia  D.  Brown, 
Helen  E.  Brown, 
Bessie  F.  White, 
Mrs.  Juliette  Bassett, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  S.  Wadham, 
Miss  K.  A.  Prichard, 
Miss  Sarah  Wadham, 
Mrs.  Julia  P.  Bassett, 
Marshal  L.  Bassett, 
Frank  Bassett, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbot  Bassett, 
Mrs.  Delia  Bassett  Tolles, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  L.  Bassett 
Henry  At  water, 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Lewis,  . 
Herbert  H.  Bassett, 
Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Mitchell,  . 
Jesse  Bassett  Goodsell,  . 
George  L.  Gordon,  . 
Mrs.  Florence  Bassett  Williams, 


.    New  Haven,  Conn. 
Wolcott,  Conn. 

a  a 

South  Norwalk,  Conn. 


Litchfield,  Ky. 

Portsmouth,  Va. 
Waterbury,  Conn. 
Plainville,  Conn. 
Plymouth,  Conn. 
Wallingford,  Conn. 
Hartford,  Conn. 
.    Milford,  Conn. 
Wallingford,  Conn. 
New  Britain,  Conn. 


acre 


Northampton,  Mass. 

it  a 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Seymour,  Conn. 
Ansonia,  Conn. 
West  Haven,  Conn. 

Waterbury,  Conn. 
West  Flaven,  Conn. 


Huntington,  Conn. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Terryville,  Conn. 
Green  Island,  N.  Y. 
Derby,  Conn. 
New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

New  Britain,  Conn. 
New  York  City,  N.  Y. 
North  Haven,  Conn. 
Plymouth,  Conn. 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 
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Mrs.  Philo  L.  Bassett,  . 
Joel  E.  Bassett, 
Mrs.  Joel  E.  Bassett, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheldon  B.  Thorpe, 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Jacobs,  . 
Miss  Bertha  M.  Lane, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levi  Bassett, 
Mrs.  I.  L.  Doolittle, 
Miss  Catherine  A.  Smith, 
Mrs.  Nelson  E.  Goodsell, 
Fred.  L.  Mansfield, 
Mrs.  Hattie  E.  Bailey,  . 
Mrs.  Alma  Bassett  Curtis, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  P.  Sanford, 
Mrs.  C.  M.  Squires, 
Mrs.  William  J.  Dorsey, 
Miss  Kate  Tuttle,  . 
Charles  F.  Bassett,  . 
Newcomb  M.  Bassett, 
Edwin  Tuttle, 
Mrs.  Newton  J.  Guiin,  . 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  B.  Qmberfield, 
James  E.  Smith, 
Aaron  Bassett, 
Edward  L.  Bassett, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Stewart, 
Mrs.  Walter  RadclifTe,  . 
Mrs.  Fannie  Bassett  Stewart. 
Mrs.  A.  Willard  Case  and  daughter, 
Mrs.  Seymour  C.  Loomis, 
Ellis  A.  Bassett, 
George  E.  Smith,  . 
Mrs.  Jennie  Bassett  Sawyer, 
Charles  L.  Bassett, 
Mrs.  Charles  L.  Bassett, 
Miss  Lillian  M.  Bassett, 
I).  M.  Bassett. 
Mrs.  D.  M.  Bassett, 
Royal  M.  Bassett.  . 
Samuel  A.  Bassett, 
Mrs.  Samuel  A.  Bassett, 
Miss  Alice  Tucker, 
Philo  L.  Bassett, 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Lawler.  . 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Bassett  Wooster, 
Cornelia  A.  Bassett, 
Miss  Ethel  M.  Wright,  . 
Mrs.  Jennie  L.  Bassett  Wright, 
Miss  Ida  M.  Wright, 


Stratford,  Conn. 
North  Haven,  Conn. 


South  Norwalk,  Conn. 
Terryville,  Conn. 
North  Haven,  Conn. 


Derby,  Conn. 
Ansonia,  Conn. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
North  Haven,  Conn. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 
North  Haven,  Conn. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 

a  u  a 

North  Haven,  Conn. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 

H  ((  (( 

North  Haven,  Conn. 
Clintonville,  Conn. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
Seymour,  Conn. 

Shelton,  Conn. 
Seymour,  Conn. 
South  Manchester,  Conn. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
Fair  Haven,  Conn. 
Shelton,  Conn, 
Derby,  Conn. 


New  Haven,  Conn. 

it  a 

Plainville,  Conn. 
Stratford,  Conn. 
Waterbury,  Conn. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 


2> 


Alice  F.  Basset t  Brown, 
Thomas  J.  Brown, 
Mrs.  Lois  Bassett  Coe, 
Clara  L.  Jacobs, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  M.  Bassett, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  W.  Clemence, 
Franklin  B.  Scott, 
Miss  Anna  M.  Fenn, 
Mrs.  Nathan  H.  Fenn, 
Walter  F.  Tolles,  . 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Jacobs, 
Mrs.  M.  Jennie  Bassett  Dean, 
William  F.  Dean,  . 
Erskine  B.  Bassett, 
Albert  F.  Bishop,  . 
Mrs.  Antionette  Bassett  Thatcher, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Can  field, 
George  D.  Moulthrop,  . 
Samuel  L.  Bassett  and  wife, 
Francis  H.  Bassett  and  family, 
Mrs.  Frederick  demons, 
Mrs.  Frank  G.  Bassett,  . 
W.  J.  Tuttlc  and  wife,  . 
Homer  F.  Bassett,  wife  and  daughter 
Mr.  Charles  R.  Jordon, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  P.  Bassett  Jordon, 
Loren  D.  Nichols,  .... 
Mrs.  Manila  J.  Bassett  Nichols, 
Frank  G.  Bassett,  .... 


Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Terryville,  Conn. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y, 
Terryville,  Conn. 

.    Milford,  Conn. 
(<  << 

Terryville,  Conn. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
Taunton,  Mass. 

It  it 

Hopkinsville,  N.  Y. 
New  Haven  Conn. 

(<  a  a 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 
West  Haven,  Conn. 
Seymour,  Conn. 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 
.    Shelton,  Conn. 
Seymour,  Conn. 
New  Haven,  Conn. 
Waterbury,  Conn. 
Kamms,  Ohio. 


Seymour,  Conn. 
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REUNION  SONG. 
Air—  Annie  Laurie. 


Three  years  have  passed  so  swiftly, 
We  cannot  trace  their  flight, 

Since  first  we  met  together 

In  the  Autumn's  golden  light — 

In  the  Autumn  warm  and  bright,  . 
And  ne'er  shall  we  forget 

Our  joyous  first  Reunion- 
Its  halo  lingers  yet. 

Dear  friends  have  since  departed, 

We  miss  them  sadly  here, 
Their  presence,  all-inspiring, 

Their  friendly  words  of  cheer — 
Our  eyes  are  dimmed  with  tears, 

As  we  think  of  each  dear  face — 
We'll  ever  keep  their  mem'ry  green, 

Which  time  can  ne'er  efface. 

Since  the  landing  of  "  The  Fortune," 

Down  to  the  present  time, 
Our  "clan  "  has  grown  and  nourished, 

And  dwelt  in  every  clime — 
And  proudly  do  we  greet  them, — 

Many  are  known  to  fame — 
Our  motto  from  our  Heraldry 

Is  "  Rather  Death  than  Shame." 

M.  Jennie  Bassett  Dean. 

Taunton,  September  3,  1899. 
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